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According to a recent article in
The Washington Times, having an
active spiritual life is one of the
best ways to be happier and live
longer.
The Times article
reported that those who attend
church
regularly
tend to live an
average of 35%
longer than those
who do not.
A Barna survey
also shows that
people
who
participate in faithbased communities
are more optimistic,
less stressed and
believe they are
making a positive
difference in the
world. Yet the
number of Americans who
identify as “unchurched” or “dechurched” has steadily increased
over the past decade.
According to Thom Rainer’s
book The Unchurched Next Door,
“82% of people will come to
church if they are invited by a
trusted relative or friend. The
numbers are similar for those who
are counted among the ‘dechurched’ – people who used to
attend church regularly, but for
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one reason or another, have
stopped going.” One of the most
common responses when an
unchurched person is invited to
church is “I don’t need to go to
church to be a Christian. I love

Worship, Sun: 10:00 am
Bible Study, Sun: 11:00 am
Bible Study, Tues: 6:30 pm

encourage one another. (Hebrews
10:25) Christ’s body is made of
many parts, yet it is still
one
unified entity. (1 Corinthians 12:12, 1
Corinthians 12:14-23, 1 Corinthians
12:27). We develop the character

of Christ through bearing
with one another in the
body of Christ and being
ministered to by other
believers using their
unique
God-given
spiritual gifts. (Ephesians
4:2)
In the body of
Christ we exercise our
spiritual gifts to serve
and minister to one
another. (1 Peter 4:10, 1
Thessalonians
5:16)

God and/or Jesus but not the
church. There are hypocrites and
hate-filled people at church and I
can worship God anywhere, so I
don’t need to go to church.” That
might sound good to the person
saying it and part of it might be
true to them, but what does the
Bible say about going to church
and the benefits of meeting
regularly with other believers?
The Bible tells us to meet
together as believers and to

5:11,

James

If you have been hurt
by a church or know
someone who has, please invite
them to come back to Church.
Here at Roanoke, Church is
family and we welcome you to be
a
part
of
our
family.
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Been Thinkin’ About … a Big Fish
If you’re a fan of the Red and
Rover comic strip, then you know
about “Moby tadpole” that Red
tries to catch each summer.
Everybody who does any fishing
has their own story about a big
fish. The story is either about one
that got away or one they are
going to catch the next time they
go fishing.
The Bible also has big fish
story, and it’s a story that a lot of
people think is just imagination
like Red’s “Moby tadpole.” On
Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement, the most solemn day
of the Jewish calendar, the story
of Jonah is read in synagogues.
As worshipers fast, confess their
sins, and reflect on the words of
Moses and Isaiah, they also listen
to the story about Jonah running
from God, being swallowed by a
big fish, being vomited onto the
shore, and then following God’s
plan warn the residents of
Nineveh of their impending
destruction.
Rabbis give different reasons
why the book of Jonah is read on
the Day of Atonement. Some say
the story is more about repentance
than it is about the fish so it is
appropriate for a day when people
are expected to repent of their
ways. Others explain that Jonah
shows that no one can escape the
presence of God, even if you try
to run as far away as you can.
Still others believe it is read with
the hope that listeners will learn
from Jonah’s mistakes. Each of
these explanations is a good
reason to read the story, but I like
the last one best. The story of
Jonah is about a stubborn, selfcentered man who was glad to

receive God’s mercy when he
thought he was dying in the
stomach of a big fish. But he
wanted nothing to do with a God
who could be “gracious and
merciful” to the enemies of Israel.
(Jonah 4:2)

Before we are too hard on
Jonah, let’s think about Nineveh.
In Jonah’s day, Nineveh was the
thriving capital of the great
empire of Assyria. The king’s
soldiers had a reputation for
torturing their prisoners. Stories
of Assyrian atrocities were so
alarming that enemies often
surrendered without a fight.
These were the people to whom
God wanted Jonah to go and
confront about their wickedness.
One of the surprises of Jonah’s
story comes when he finally
walks through the streets of
Nineveh shouting God’s message
and the whole city repents. The
Assyrian king declares that
everyone, including beasts, be
clothed with sackcloth, turn from
their evil ways, and cry mightily
to God in the hope that God will
relent and turn away from his
anger so that they might not
perish? (3:8-9)
To Jonah’s dismay, what he
didn’t want to happen is exactly
what happened. God showed
mercy to these evil people when
he saw their change of heart.
Jonah is furious because God is
gracious and merciful to these
evil people. So, he asks God to
take his life. (4:2-3)

Then the story gets even more
amazing. As Jonah sits outside
the city waiting to see what will
happen, God grows a plant to give
him shade. Jonah is grateful. But
when God sends a worm to kill
the plant and leave him to get hot
under the sun, Jonah gets furious
with God. He is so furious that
when God asks if he has any right
to be angry, Jonah replies, “I do.
I am angry enough to die.” (4:9)
As the book of Jonah ends,
God is prodding the conscience of
a man who was more concerned
about a plant than the people of
Nineveh who needed mercy. That
is where Jonah’s story would end
if it wasn’t for all the people who
have learned from Jonah’s
mistake. What about us? Could
Jonah’s story remind us that God
cares for everyone, even those
that we don’t think deserve his
mercy? Are we inclined to care
only for ourselves?
With or
without us, God will have his
way.
From the beginning, God
intended for his “chosen people”
to tell the whole world that he
will show mercy, patience, and
compassion to every person who
changes their evil ways and
follow God’s will. By the time
Jesus came to Jerusalem, the
religious leaders had forgotten
God’s mission for Israel, and, like
Jonah, considered non-Jewish
people unclean, untouchable, and
unworthy of God’s mercy.
What about us? Do we ever
catch ourselves acting like Jonah?
Will it take a “big fish” to turn us
around so that we will take God’s
message to a world that needs to
hear it?
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The Essential 100
Last month we continued
looking at Jesus’ ministry. We
found that he demonstrated the
power to multiply five loaves of
bread and two fish so that it was
enough to feed 5,000 men plus
women and children and even
have enough after everyone had
eaten so that twelve baskets were
filled with the leftovers. Then we
were amazed as Jesus walked on
top of the water of the Sea of
Galilee and even enabled Peter to
do the same as long as he focused
on and trusted Jesus. Next, he
demonstrated the power to heal
the sight of a man who had been
born blind.
Then we were
amazed again when Jesus showed
his power and authority over
demons by ordering them to
depart from the man that they
had possessed. And we rejoiced
with two sisters when Jesus
demonstrated the ultimate power
over life and death by raising
Lazarus back to life after he had
been dead so long that his body
was beginning to decay.
Then we looked at the
conclusion of Jesus’ ministry.
We sat with the disciples as Jesus
celebrated the Passover Feast with
them for the last time until he
celebrates its fulfillment in his
kingdom.
We watched in
disbelief as Jesus was arrested
and put on trial as a criminal even
though he had done nothing
wrong. We watched in horror as
he was nailed to a cross and cried
as he uttered his final words that
his mission was finished and then
died.
We rejoiced with the
women and other disciples when
they discovered that Jesus had
been resurrected by the power of

God just as he had said he would.
And we stood with the disciples
and gazed into the sky as Jesus
ascended up through the clouds to
return to God, the Father.
Here are ten passages for you
to read during the month of
September.
As you read,
continue to look for ways that
God shows his love.

Can God Use Me?
The next time you feel like GOD
can't use ME, just remember...













Section 15: The Church is Born
1. The Day of Pentecost,
Acts 2:1-47
2. Growth and Persecution,
Acts 3:1-4:37
3. The First Martyr,
Acts 6:8-8:8
4. Sharing the Word,
Acts 8:26-40
5. Good News for All,
Acts 10:1-11:18
Section 16: The Travels of Paul
1. The Road to Damascus,
Acts 9:1-31
2. The First Missionary Journey,
Acts 13:1-14:28
3. The Council at Jerusalem,
Acts 15:1-41
4. More Missionary Journeys,
Acts 16:1-20:31
5. The Trip to Rome,
Acts 25:1-28:31

















Noah was a drunk
Abraham was too old
Isaac was a daydreamer
Jacob was a liar
Leah was ugly
Joseph was abused
Moses had a stuttering
problem
Gideon was afraid
Sampson had long hair
and was a womanizer
Rahab was a prostitute
Jeremiah and Timothy
were too young
David had an affair and
was a murderer
Elijah was suicidal
Isaiah preached naked
Jonah ran from God
Naomi was a widow
Job went bankrupt
John the Baptist ate bugs
Peter denied Christ
The Disciples fell asleep
while praying
Martha worried about
everything
The Samaritan woman
was divorced, more than
once
Zaccheus was too small
Paul was too religious
Timothy had an ulcer
...AND
Lazarus was dead!

No more excuses now!! God
can use anybody who will do
what he asks them to do. Besides
you aren't the message, you are
just the messenger.
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
August. We hope you will
help us with some of the
following
items
for
September.
1. Vegetable Oil

Dear Friends,

2. Instant Potatoes
It is exciting to see school busses rolling through the streets.
What has happened to this year? Just the other day we were
singing “Silent Night” and now we praise God for summer
turning into fall. Come to church and rediscover that God is real.
He is integrity and love in a broken world.

3. Pudding Mixes

Last month Roanoke reached out to the community by filling
pencil boxes with supplies for Gordon Parks Elementary School
students to use to do their homework. Inside each box was a
message of God’s love. Teachers and staff also get a message of
love on their birthday. We pray for all the students, teachers, and
staff.
This month we concentrate on ministry needs in our state
through the Rheubin South Missouri Mission fund. It supports
work in disaster response, children’s ministries, missionaries,
schools, and many other areas of daily life. This is a way of
honoring God and showing his love for people.
Read Psalm 92 and remember that prayer is essential to our
life with God. It is our means of communicating with him and it
helps us overcome the stress and anxiety thrust upon us by daily
life events. We pray for you to talk daily with Jesus and learn
from him how to deal with stress and anxiety.

JOIN US
Meeting: Sep 8

With loving thoughts of you,

Carry-in lunch: Noon

Alice Claire Butler

Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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Summer Reading Club
September Cupcakes
September Birthdays
Sep 9

Alice Claire Butler

Alice Claire

Can you believe it, summer is almost over, school is back in
session, and people are already planning for Thanksgiving and
Christmas? However, the reading club won’t end until Sep 29.
So come in and browse the shelves, check out a couple of books,
then sit back and enjoy! Here is some information about the
Zion Legacy series by Bodie and Brock Thone that you might
like to read.
Zion Legacy is a five volume series by a Jewish couple. The
first volume, Jerusalem Vigil, begins in the early afternoon of
May 14, 1948 when present-day Israel officially became a nation.
Caught up in this historic moment are a cast of characters whose
lives we get to follow as the events of history unfold. Moshe and
Rachel Sachar are two of the many characters Bodie and Brock
use to help us experience the events and how they affected the
lives of the people who actually lived through them.
Moshe is a professor of archaeology at the Hebrew University
who leads a double life as a strategist for the Haganah group that
is trying to protect the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem from being
overrun by Arab fighters who want to seize control of all of
Jerusalem for themselves. Moshe had left his pregnant wife,
Rachel, safe in Tel Aviv when he went to the Jewish Quarter, but
she finds herself fleeing toward Jerusalem where she has to brave
gunfire on a perilous journey through the Christian Quarter of the
city. Their stories and those of the other characters in Jerusalem
Vigil will capture your attention and heart as you live the
beginning of the nation of Israel. When you finish the first
volume you will be looking forward to reading the next four.
Bodie and Brock have Ph. D.’s respectively in creative writing
and history. They have written thirty-two other novels before this
series and have won eight Gold Medallion writing awards.
I hope this short book review encourages you to read some of
the great historical fiction books that we
have in our library. There are also many
other fictional, biographical, historical, and
devotional books in the library for your
enjoyment.
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Sep 1 – 8
Doug Tate *
Birthday: Sep 7
Putting personal ambitions
aside, Doug chose to follow
Jesus’ call to service in Central
Asia. He ministers to Russian
speaking students via pastoral
programs. The major challenges
to his students, he says, are social
peer pressure from other religions
and propaganda that brain-washes
many Central Asians to doubt the
authority of the Bible. Regardless
of the opposition, Doug is
encouraged by the work of the
Spirit in him and his students. He
remembers Christ’s words, “Do
not fear, for I am with you.” He
holds this divine promise as he
faces many reasons to be afraid in
the hostile ministry contexts.
Pray for the safety of the
institute when he teaches; for the
new branch school set to open in
a Russian city this year; for
students to be prayer warriors,
inspirational preachers and bold
evangelists; and for the gospel to
subdue false teachings of other
religions and win lost souls.
* Name changed for security.

Sep 9 – 15
Margaret Cole
Birthday: Sep 14
In any group of three or more
women, chances are at least one
has had an abortion, most often
because they felt they had no

other options. Afterwards, many
struggle with guilt. CareNet aims
to help women considering an
abortion to know they have other
options and help them find the
resources they need. They also
counsel women who have had an
abortion to help them find
forgiveness and peace through
God.
As a Southern Baptist
missionary working with CareNet
for 18 years, Margaret loves when
she has the opportunity to
reconnect with a client years later
who tearfully tells her about the
impact she mad in their life.
“Some have been hurt by the
church, and just being a light to
them can help them see Jesus and
see themselves as He sees them,”
she says.
Margaret asks for prayer for
God to provide male client
advocates as volunteers with
CareNet to help engage fathersto-be in the decision-making
process regarding their babies.
Sep 16 - 22
Ricky Hunt *
Birthday: Sep 21
Colombia boasts more than 80
indigenous languages, and Ricky
and his family share the gospel

with these unreached people
groups in the cities, mountains,
deserts, and jungles. Working
from
Medellin,
Colombia’s
second-largest city, the Hunts
teach God’s Word using Bible
stories to explain who God is and
how He sent His Son to save us.
Although language is often an
issue, Ricky says, “Our goal is to
share the gospel and disciple
people in Spanish who can then
go and share the Word with their
own people in their native
languages.”
Pray that the new believers
would be faithful to take the
gospel to their communities so
they can know the love of God as
well.
* Name changed for security.

Sep 23 – 30
J. Greg Sawyer
Birthday: Sep 28
Washington became one of
two states to legalize marijuana in
2012. People who use the drug
often describe it as a spiritual
experience. “Folks can continue
to engage nature and feel spiritual
and at peace without truly
knowing the peace offered them
in Jesus,” says Greg, a pastor and
church planter in Olympia. He
has also seen marijuana addiction
derail Christians and led to
struggles in this marriage and
ministry. Greg and his team have
been working for four years to
establish Illuminate Church in
Olympia.
Pray for their community of
small groups to experience people
becoming believers and them
helping those believers to fully
understand being in God’s family.
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