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The Essential 100
Last month we looked at the
letters Paul wrote to the early
Church as believers formed
congregations and learned how to
apply God’s commands to
everyday
living
in
their
congregations and communities.
This month we’ll look at the rest
of Paul’s and the other apostles’
teachings to the Church. And
we’ll end our reading of the
Essential 100 with a look at Jesus’
revelation to the Apostle John
about the future of human history.
We will hear Paul tell that the
most excellent way of living is
based on love – not what position
you have in the Church nor what
gifts the Holy Spirit gives you to
accomplish the work God sets
before you. He will explain to us
that becoming a believer and
follower of Jesus makes us a new
creation as the divine Holy Spirit
comes to live within us. He will
tells us that by the Holy Spirit’s
guidance and power we will be
able to do what God wants us to
do and His presence is a
guarantee that we will live with
Jesus in heaven for eternity. Peter
will tell us that God gives us a
living hope to direct our daily
activities and keep us from falling
victim to false teachings. Jesus’

half-brother, James, will explain
how our faith in Jesus reveals
itself through the works that we
do which should glorify God.
And John will encourage us to
love one another but not the evil
ways of the world.
Then, through the writing of
John, Jesus reveals the spiritual
condition of churches and what

Section 17: Apostles’ Teaching
1. The Most Excellent Way,
1 Corinthians 13:1 – 13
2. A New Creation in Christ,
2 Corinthians 4:1 – 6:2
3. A Living Hope,
1 Peter 1:1 – 2:12
4. Faith and Works,
James 1:1 – 2:26
5. Love One Another,
1 John 3:11 – 4:21
Section 18: The Revelation

they need to do to be ready for his
return to claim his bride before
Satan begins his last seven years
of reign over the world. Jesus
closes his revelation by showing
us what will happen as he returns
to earth for the second time to
assume control of his kingdom.
And he gives us a glimpse of
what the new universe he is
creating for us will be like. Here
are the ten passages for you to
read during the month of October.

1. A Voice and a Vision,
Revelation 1:1 – 20
2. Messages to the Churches,
Revelation 2:1 – 3:22
3. The Throne of Heaven,
Revelation 4:1 – 7:17
4. Hallelujah,
Revelation 19:1 – 20:15
5. The New Jerusalem,
Revelation 21:1 – 22:21
We hope you have enjoyed
this overview of the Bible.
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I have been asked why some
people believe that Christians
should
not
participate
in
Halloween activities.
The
question which these people are
asking themselves is, “Of all the
activities that are available for me
to do, to which would Jesus give
his approval?” This is a good
question for all believers to ask
because it goes to the heart of
what it means to be a follower of
Jesus.
Paul urged the Corinthian
believers to consider the activities
in which they engaged using this
thought: “Do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, which you have
from God? You are not your
own; you were bought with a
price. So glorify God with your
body.”

So, then, what about the
activities of Halloween? Would
Jesus want to be involved in
them? Would he be glorified by
believers participating in them?

freely gives an eternally restored
relationship with God the Father
to everyone who believes in him
and asks him for it. “Trick or
Treating” does not glorify Jesus.

Halloween, or “All Hallows
Eve,” is a time of dressing up in
costumes, usually like ghosts,
goblins, ghouls, or the Devil
(complete with horns and a pitch
fork). This would hardly be an
activity in which Jesus would be
involved. Instead he would be
casting demons out so they
couldn’t hurt people as they did
the man from the Gadarenes
region who was possessed by a

In fact, there are only two
activities of the Halloween time
that glorifies Jesus and in which
he would be involved if he were
here. One activity is handing out
candy along with a message about
Jesus to every person (child or
adult) who comes knocking at the
door of my house. The other
activity is the “Judgment House”
portrayals that some churches
offer for teenagers and young
adults. Both of these activities
glorify Jesus and offer people the
chance to follow him instead of
demons.
But the “Judgment
House” is scary and not a good
activity for younger children.

Jesus said that he would dwell
in each believer. “On that day
you will realize that I am in my
Father, and you are in me, and I
am in you.” (John 14:20) “I have
given them the glory that you
gave me, that they may be one as
we are one. I in them and you in
me.” (John 17:22-23)

legion of demons. (Luke 8:26-39)
Dressing up as a ghost, goblin,
ghoul, or the Devil glorifies them
but it doesn’t glorify Jesus.

So, obviously, every place a
believer goes Jesus goes also.
And everything that a believer
does involves Jesus. With this in
mind, every believer needs to
question whether Jesus would
want to be involved and would be
glorified by each activity in which
they consider being involved. If
the answer is “No,” then the
believer must make every effort
not to be involved in the activity.

Many children, with the
encouragement of their parents,
go from house to house “Trick or
Treating” for candy. The idea
behind “Trick or Treat” is to get a
treat from someone or else you
will play a trick of some kind on
them. The reason most children
go “Trick or Treating” is greed, to
get something for nothing. This
is not an activity in which Jesus
would be involved. Instead, he

These are the reasons why
some
Christians
will
not
participate in or allow their
children to participate in any
Halloween activities. The same
reasoning should guide every
believer’s decision whether to
participate in any particular
activity all year long, no matter
what it is. I wonder, though,
whether most of us even bother to
think about all of the activities in
which we involve ourselves each
day let alone think about whether
they glorify Jesus.
Perhaps we should even
consider whether all of the
activities that are offered at
Easter glorify Jesus and whether
he would be involved in them.

“Gospel” According to John
This is an article written by a
former Associate Pastor, John
Mills, when he was serving with
us in 2006. In it, he gives us
some things to think about which
are still good for us to consider
today.

Have you ever been
confronted with someone’s
lostness? Ever looked at a
person and known that if
nothing changed with him or
her that he will fall headlong
into eternity without the
pleasures of God?
Few times has my spiritual
heart been broken more than
when I have been witnessing
either on the street or just in
life and a person has clearly
proven themselves not to be a
Christian. Hearing from them
their belief about who Christ is
or what they think is required
to go to heaven rips away my
rose-colored sentiment about
their eternal destination. As
they walk away finally fed up
with my assertions about the
penalty of sin or the
forgiveness found in Jesus’
death and resurrection, I am
heart-broken. Rarely is the
hurt based on a personal
rejection. Instead I am filled
with
both
sorrow
and
conviction – sorrow for their
soul that will be separated from
their loving Creator for eternity
and conviction to stop every
other soul I can from joining
them. I often then wonder why
that same feeling isn’t present

the next time I am in a position
to witness.
Now, I am not someone
who
appreciates
being
motivated by guilt so let me
distinguish these remarks from
some instruction heavy with
shame that you must witness to
those around you or you don’t
really love them or God. On
the contrary, I want to extol the

goodness and appropriateness
of our heartbreak over any
person’s rejection of God. We
who have enjoyed God’s
goodness and mercy naturally
would be sad at another’s
rejection of it.
Actually,
maybe it is not a natural
response at all. Perhaps it is
God who is working in our
hearts to help us care about our
fellow man – his creation. I
wonder if we shouldn’t
celebrate even our desire to see
those around us experience
God’s love and forgiveness. In
fact, I do celebrate when God
gives me this compassion. It
means that he is sharing his
heart with me because he is
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“wanting that no one should
perish.” (2 Peter 3:9)
Lately, I’ve been praying
that God would incite me to
have compassion more and
more for the lost around me.
Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 5:20
that
“we
are
Christ’s
ambassador’s – as though God
were making his appeal
through us – We implore you
on
Christ’s
behalf:
Be
reconciled to God.” This title
of ambassador is a blessed and
welcome
thing
when
confronted with other person’s
lostness. We have the privilege
and, indeed, the command (and
thus the power) to be God’s
representatives to those in our
sphere of influence. In fact,
what an affirmation it is that
God would entrust us with his
gospel that has been his master
plan since before he said “Let
there be light.”
God’s
confidence in us is not
misplaced. We are able to
share his gospel and to be his
ambassadors.
Would you pray today that
God would share with you his
heart for the unsaved around
you and celebrate when he
does? Further, allow him to
prompt you to open your
mouth and exercise your office
of ambassador, so that you may
know every good thing you
have in Christ by sharing your
faith. (Philemon v6) If you
don’t get that far, don’t worry.
God’s compassion is great and
he is patient.
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
September. We hope you
will help us with some of
the following items for
October.
1. Cranberry Sauce

Dear Friends,

2. Canned Pumpkin
Fall is here! The promise of harvest and ingathering brings
satisfaction to our hearts. Soon enough we will face blustery winter
days, snow, and cold. But not yet! God has given us this season of
autumn to rest our hearts and concentrate on Him and His blessings.

3. Stuffing Mixes

Are you reading your Bible? The last part of Ecclesiastes 12:13
tells us: “Fear God and keep His commandments for this is the whole
duty of man.”
If we only could. I am thankful that Jesus came to help us when we
fail to live up to God’s perfect standard. His gift is eternal life with
Him when we believe His Word. Romans 3:23 assures us: “The
wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”
Roanoke Church has been busy with the usual ministries we help.
Our Missouri Mission Offering was our focus last month. In October
we will pack shoeboxes to share in the Operation Christmas Child
ministry of Franklin Graham’s Samaritan’s Purse non-profit
organization. This has been one of our favorite ministry endeavors
since 1993 and this year we applied and was approved to become a
drop-off location where people or organizations can bring their
shoeboxes and checks to cover shipping costs ($9 per shoebox). We
plan on packing at least 100 shoeboxes and you can help by sending us
a donation for the contents of the boxes or the shipping cost.
We pray for you. Ask Jesus to enrich your heart. Enter into this Fall
with joy.
Blessings,

Alice Claire Butler

JOIN US
Meeting: Oct 13
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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Summer is over and so is our Summer Reading Club. Fall is
here and it is time plan for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

October Cupcakes
October Birthdays
Oct 21

Our Winter Reading Club won’t start until January 5, but you
can still find some good books to read while you wait, and you
can plan for some books you want to read during the Winter
Reading Club. So come in, browse the shelves, check out a
couple of books, then sit back and enjoy!
Here are some books to read while you think about thanking
God for all his blessings.

Betty Wissel

Thanks Lord, I Needed That
By Charles Potterbaum
In Everything Give Thanks
By Terry Barnes
The Gift of Giving
By Wayne Watts
Betty

Business Meeting
Lunch, Hunger
Offering, and
Church-wide
Birthday Party

The Prayer Box
By Lisa Wingate
Blessings
By Kim Vogel Sawyer
Times & Seasons of Blessings
By Beverly LaHaye & Terri Blackstock
Three Times Blessed
By Lori Copeland
Blessed to Be a Blessing
By Peter Thiessen

Oct 13th
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Oct 1 – 8
Pam Lynch
Birthday: Oct 5
Pam and her husband, Don, are
church planters for the Flemishspeaking population in Ghent,
Belgium, and she is the European
affinity prayer advocate. When
even friends are not open to
spiritual discussions, Pam relies
on her words and actions to be an
effective witness. “Sowing seed
in Europe is like plowing
concrete.” It’s no wonder the
Catholic churches and cathedrals
stand empty or have become
museums, restaurants, or pop-up
retail shops. Unceasing prayer is
essential.
Pam requests prayer for:
conservations that result in people
being saved and lives changed,
Belgian Christians to be bold
witnesses, strength to persevere
when
results
are
slow,
missionaries in Belgium and all of
Europe, and the salvation of
Europe.
Oct 9 – 15
Holly Procita
Birthday: Oct 12
Holly
serves
as
an
administrative assistant to Bob
Shelton, the North American
Mission Board’s Calgary Send
City Missionary. She provides
support to church planters, trains
church planters in hosting
community events, coordinates

citywide events, and serves on the
leadership team for Multiply
Church. The church launched in
2018 and Holly has been there
since the beginning. She also
collects stories from missionaries
in Calgary and edits them for a
weekly prayer newsletter. “I love
being keeper of the stories of the
men and women in this city,” she
says. “I have been Calgary long
enough to see answers to some of
the prayers we have been praying
for a long time.”
Pray for Holly as she looks
into becoming a Canadian citizen.
Oct 16 - 22
Marty McAnally
Birthday: Oct 19
In Isaan, the northeast region
of Thailand, rice paddies and
water buffalo are familiar sights
for Marty and Dena McAnally.
They share Christ with rural rice
planters and help establish house
churches.
Marty says, “Our
vision is a church in every Isaan
village! Isaan people are very
religious, but they do not know
Jesus,” yet God can penetrate
their
complacency
through
dreams and visions. A stroke

recently paralyzed a neighbor.
For weeks, Marty and Dena had
been
fervently
witnessing,
expressing love, and praying God
would reveal Himself to this
neighbor through dreams. After
listening to Isaan gospel radio
programs and Dena sharing with
him, he finally received Jesus.
Marty says, “He [later] reported
to his wife that he had a vision of
Jesus driving three red demons
fleeing from his body with a
whip! He began telling everyone
and his demeanor changed.”
Pray Isaan people would be
tired of “religion” and have open
hearts to hear and believe the
good news of Jesus.
Oct 23 – 31
Tim Cho
Birthday: Oct 26
Grace New York Korean
Baptist Church launched in July
2018 with 18 people. Less than a
year later, seven members wanted
to be baptized but the church did
not own a baptistry. Through
fervent prayer God helped them
borrow one through another
pastor and two children and five
adults were baptized in front of
both congregations. Tim’s church
currently has 44 members, many
of whom are first generation
Korean immigrants. God called
Tim and his family to leave their
home in Atlanta to plant a church
in New York. They have been
there for a year but they still miss
Atlanta.
Pray for the family to feel
more comfortable living in their
new location. Pray, too, for God
send workers to help the church
with ministry to children.

A Community Outreach of

3950 Wyoming
Kansas City, MO 64111

Operation
Christmas
Child
We are now a drop-off location.

