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In a few days, our nation will
participate in the freedom to
choose our elected officials.
Freedom is a sweet word for
Americans.
Freedom is the ability to
choose what you want to do
without a tyrant imposing his will
upon you. The great gift of
American freedom is the privilege
a man or woman has to make
choices of their own and then
carry them out. In this sweet land
that didn’t have such liberty to
begin with, but had to fight for it,
its people now have the
opportunity to think, and speak,
and act without being controlled
by a tyrant or some stifling
political system like communism.
This month before Election
Day, it’s fair to say that
Americans to a very large degree
enjoy political, social, and
economic freedom.
Certainly
there is political freedom, in that
we have a voice in our
government, as well as the
opportunity to take part in its
decisions. And we can speak
freely in praise or condemnation
of our leaders without fear of
being arrested.
Our social freedom also
includes the right to exchange
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ideas about what we believe. For
example, we have freedom of the
press. This means we can publish
facts, ideas, and opinions without
interference from the government.
That’s also true of our radio and
television programming and of
the movies that are made.
Freedom of religion is a
bedrock freedom in this nation.
That includes not only the right to
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freedoms for granted and fail to
realize that they are unique
compared to many parts of the
world. Think about the terrible
persecution that people of many
other countries still face each day.
Life is good for us. It may not be
perfect. There may be some trials
and disappointments at times.
But this is a good time to put it all
in perspective and praise God for
our freedom. It is also a good
time to consider the price of
freedom.
The Price of
American Freedom

believe in and practice the faith of
your choice, but, if you desire, the
right to ignore religion altogether,
and even the option not to believe
in God at all. Economic freedom
means you can pick your own job
preference. You can also own
property and make a profit from
it. Then you can pretty much
decide to spend your money as
you wish, or save it, or invest it if
that’s your preference.
Too often we take these

What has our freedom in
America cost? On July 4, 1776,
56 men representing the people of
13 states signed the Declaration
of Independence.
When they
signed that document, they
pledged their wealth, their lives,
and their very honor to the
freedom of the rest of the people.
They knew full well that if they
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1, Price of Freedom …

were captured by British soldiers,
the penalty would be death.
Five signers were captured by
the British as traitors, and
tortured before they died.
Twelve
had
their
homes
ransacked and burned. Two lost
sons serving in the Revolutionary
Army; another had two sons
captured. Nine of the 56 fought
and died from wounds or
hardships of the war.

to choose how they would care
for the beautiful world that God
had created. His only stipulation
was that they should not eat from
one tree because it would harm
them. When Adam and Eve
chose to exercise their freedom of
choice and disobeyed God by
eating from that tree, the result
was the death of (separation
from) their spiritual bodies –
what is called spiritual death.
Physical death also began as a
result of Adam’s and Eve’s free
choice to disobey God. (See Gen
3:19)

Freedom has cost a lot.
People have laid down their lives
to make all this possible for you
and me. The freedom we enjoy
as a nation has not come cheap.
Over the 240 years since the
signing of the Declaration of
Independence, the price of
freedom for over 400 million
people who have lived in the US
has been the death of 678,045
members of the military. During
that same time, there have only
been 258 US civilian deaths
associated with those wars. The
military members who swore to
protect our freedom and our lives
with their lives if necessary have
done an outstanding job!!
The Price of
Spiritual Freedom
The price of American
freedom has been very costly, but
that is not our only freedom.
When God created Adam and
Eve he created them in his own
image. He created them with
three parts in one being – a
physical body, a spiritual body,
and an eternal soul (which is our
mind, will and emotions). He
gave man the same freedom that
he, himself, has – the freedom of
choice. Adam and Eve were free

If a man dies physically while
still in a state of spiritual death
(separation from his spiritual
body and spiritual separation
from God) then he would be
separated from God for eternity
because man is an eternal
creature just like God is eternal.
But God didn’t just leave man in
this terrible condition without
any hope. He promised to send a
Messiah who would redeem man
from this situation and give him a
right relationship with God.
Starting with Adam, man could
only have a right relationship
with God by believing and
trusting in the Messiah that
would come, and trying to obey
God until the Messiah came to
redeem those who believed.
When the time was right, God
sent his one and only Son, born
of a virgin by the power of the
Holy Spirit, to be that Messiah

and redeem all who had believed
he would come and all who
believe that he has come. Ever
since Jesus’ death as God’s
Messiah, everyone who believes
he is the Messiah and trusts his
death to give them a right
relationship with God dies to
their sinful nature. Then Jesus
sends God’s Holy Spirit to live in
each believer as a guarantee of
that right relationship.
We see from this that the price
of our spiritual freedom is death
– the death of Jesus. If we don’t
take advantage of Jesus’ death to
give us the spiritual freedom to
have a right relationship with
God and live with him for
eternity, then the freedom we
have to disobey God will cost us
eternal separation from God.
Adam and Eve had the
freedom to choose to obey God
and have eternal life with him or
disobey and have eternal life
separated from him. They chose
to disobey and received spiritual
and finally physical death. But
God gave them a way to obtain
freedom from being spiritually
separated from him for eternity.
He promised to send a Messiah,
Jesus, who would redeem
everyone who believed and
trusted in him to pay the penalty
for their disobedience and give
them a right relationship with
God. As heirs of Adam and Eve,
we are born separated from our
spiritual body and facing physical
death and eternal separation from
God.
Will you believe that Jesus is
God’s promised Messiah and
accept his death as payment for
your sin so that you can have
spiritual freedom? You have the
freedom of choice. Which will
you choose?
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Christians
have
a
responsibility to apply the
Bible’s truths to every aspect of
their lives, whether the role is as
a spouse, parent, worker, or
citizen.
Carl Henry, the father of the
modern evangelical movement
said, “The Christian is not, by his
church identification, isolated
from
humanity,
or
from
involvement in the political and
economic orders. Not only is he
called to identify himself with
society: he is identified, by the
very fact of his humanity, and as
a Christian he bears a double
responsibility in relation to the
social needs and goals of
mankind.” (Salt and Light: Evangelical
Political Thought in Modern America, Baker
Book House, 1989)

J. C. Ryle, the great
evangelical expositor of the 19th
century said, “Separation from
the world does not mean that
Christians should take no interest
in anything except religion.
Some may think it very spiritual
to neglect science, art, literature,
and politics, to read no books
except spiritual ones, to read no
newspapers and to know nothing
about the government of their
country. I think that is an idle
and selfish neglect of duty. Paul
valued good government (1 Tim
2:1-2); he quoted heathen writers
in his sermons; he knew the law
and customs of the world, as we
see from his illustrations.
Christians who pride themselves
on ignorance bring religion into
contempt.” (Walking With God, Grace
publications Trust, 1995)

What does the Bible say?

Christians are called to be a
voice
of
restoration,
not
condemnation. (Rom 14:1)
We are to love our neighbor
as our self. (Matt 22:39)
Love involves a sense of
outrage in the face of evil. (Matt
21:12)
Love requires that we take
action. (Luke 10:25-37)
We are to take seriously
man’s physical, emotional, and
social needs. (Matt 25:31-46)
Good
works
are
a
consequence of evangelism.
(Eph 2:10; Titus 2:12-14)
We have a duty to
government,
including
participation. (Mark 12:13-17)
Government is ordained of
God to reward good and punish
evil. (Rom 13:1-4)
So, we should show others,
by example, that biblical
morality is the foundation for the
best public policy.

Voter Statistics.
In 2016, only 61.4% of the
voting age population actually
voted.
Of the evangelical
believers, 15% didn’t register to
vote and only 66% of those who
registered actually voted.
Only 50% of evangelicals
vote, but why should they care?
After all, some think we will be
“raptured” before things get too
bad!
Currently, there are 24
million evangelicals who are not
registered to vote. If you are one
of those, what is your excuse?

Why should I vote?

What difference would my
one vote make?
One vote kept Aaron Burr
from becoming President and
elected Thomas Jefferson in
1800.
Woodrow Wilson was elected
President in 1916 by carrying
one state by less than one vote
per precinct.
Your one vote could make the
difference in the future of the
United States. Are you willing
to let someone who doesn’t
follow Jesus cast the deciding
vote that may move the United
States further into immorality?
How will you answer Jesus when
he tells you to give account for
your actions? (Heb 4:13)
“When the wicked rise to
power people go into hiding; but
when the wicked perish, the
righteous
thrive.”
(Proverb
28:28)
“When the righteous thrive,
the people rejoice; when the
wicked rule, the people groan.”
(Proverb 29:2)
Edmund Burke said, “The
only thing necessary for evil to
triumph is for good men to do
nothing.”
Through his influence of the
founding fathers, God has
granted the people of the United
States the privilege of choosing
our leaders. What better way can
we honor that gift than by
exercising the right that our
brothers and sisters in Muslim,
communist, and socialist nations
are denied?
So examine where the
candidates for president to local
dog catcher stand on moral issues
and vote for the ones who best
follow what God has taught.
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Pantry “Pleas”

Spotlight
on
Missions

And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
October. We hope you will
help us with some of these
items for November.
1. Flour and Sugar

Dear Friends,
I’m happy to greet you again as November begins. What
a month we have just come through. We wonder just how
we should live as our comfortable world is torn apart. These
words from the Bible in 1st Peter 4 verses 7 and 8 might give
us some guidance:

2.

Evaporated Milk

3.

Pie Crust Mixes (not
refrigerated ready made)

4.

Spices

“The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear
minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.
Above all, love each other deeply …”
I find the most help I get in my life is to focus totally on
things of God. In the everyday life of jobs, home making,
daily hygiene, and recreation, keep God right there with you.
Reading some words from the Bible every day will help you.
It has been remarkable how Jesus has been proclaimed as
the pandemic rages on. Technology is available by God’s
grace to show his love to the world!
Besides meeting together for worship and Bible study, we
keep sending money to keep ministries around the world
going to share God’s love and the good news about Jesus.
We pray for all of you that you will give glory to God and
find in Him all you need.
With love,

Alice Claire Butler

JOIN US
Meeting: Nov 8th
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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Nov Cupcakes
Nov Birthdays
None

Decorate
for
Advent

The leaves are changing, the nights are getting cooler, and it is
so inviting to “cozy-up” in a comfortable chair with a good book!
There is a wonderful selection of both fiction and non-fiction to
choose from in the library. Select a book by a favorite author, or
better yet, try a new author, or one of the books listed below.
Whichever you choose, you won’t be disappointed!

Blessings
by Kim Vogel Sawyer
U. S. Constitution and Fascinating Facts
by Terry Jordan
Times & Seasons of Blessings
By Beverly LaHaye & Terri Blackstock
Knowing God’s Voice
By Kenneth C. Ulmer
Thanks Lord, I Needed That
By Charles Potterbaum

st

Nov 21
1:00 pm

In Everything Give Thanks
By Terry Barnes
Life is Tremendous
By Charlie Jones
Blessed to Be a Blessing
By Peter Thiessen
Fear Not
by Carter Conlon
Embracing Eternity
by Tim LaHaye, Jerry B. Jenkins
and Frank M. Martin
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and
are serving him in mission
work.
Nov 1 – 8
Ryan Sidhom
Birthday: Nov 7
When Covid-19 restrictions
shut
down
Vancouver,
Washington, along with every
known opportunity for River
City Church, Ryan, a Southern
Baptist church planter and
pastor of the church led the
members to pray for ways to
show love specifically to the
1,000 homeless people who live
near the church. When the
mental health association asked
if the church would host a pit
stop for the homeless that
included
porta-potties
and
handwashing stations, they said
“yes.” Community volunteers
helped keep the stations stocked
and sanitized. One volunteer, a
Satanist,
struck
up
a
relationship with Ryan, which
led to his attending a Bible
study. “He has not yet chosen
to follow Jesus but has begun to
ask some really good questions
about the Holy Spirit and
Jesus,” Ryan says.
Pray for financial support for
the church as they host 40-50
people for worship each
Sunday.
Nov 9 – 15
Cam Dunson
Birthday: Nov 14
After a seminary internship,
Cam and her husband, Jeff, and

two sons served God for several
years in Brazil and now in
England. With one son now in
college and the other in
boarding school this year, Cam
has found she can do a lot more
outside the home. So, now,
meets with women to pray for
their city, church ministries, and
families. She does evangelism
training, Bible studies, outreach,
and disciples new believers.
She and her ministry partners
organize prayer walks, “being
careful to remember that our
prayers really do change the
circumstances,” she said.
Cam asks for prayer that “the
Lord will order our steps here,
giving us lasting fruit in our
ministry.”
Pray their sons
would grow into the men God
desires for them to be as they
leave home. Lastly, Cam asks
for wisdom as she and Jeff
minister to their elderly parents
from across the Atlantic.
Nov 16 - 22
Phyllis Foy
Birthday: Nov 21
Phyllis
serves
as
an
evangelism catalyst, leading
women’s
conferences
and
training believers to share their

faith in a natural, unoffensive
way. She and her husband,
Bob, also serve as Church
Renewal consultants with local
churches in North Carolina.
“We teach that evangelism is
the job every believer, not just
the pastor. We stress that each
person will do evangelism in a
different way, using the
spiritual gifts God gave us."
Pray for Phyllis as she heals
from a recent knee replacement
surgery.
Nov 23 – 30
David Morse
Birthday: Nov 28
David and Nicole knew they
were called to be missionaries,
but when their eight-week-old
son had heart surgery, they
thought that meant the loss of
their eligibility. But God said
otherwise. With two toddlers,
they arrived in Malawi to serve
among the Tumbuka and the
Mang’anja peoples.
Both
ministries were fruitful and a
daughter was there also.
Answering a call to serve
among an unreached people
took the family to Tanzania to
work among the Kuria people.
There they experienced spiritual
warfare unlike anything during
their years on the field. Then
schooling needs for one of their
children meant a move to
another city and David serving
as logistic services consultant to
assist other missionaries.
Pray David and Nicole
would faithfully serve the
missionaries they support. Pray
their grown children would
continue to follow the Lord.
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We are filling shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child again this year. If you
would like to help us do that, visit the
Samaritan’s Purse website (see below)
where they will explain how to pack a
shoebox. Since we are a drop off location,
after you pack a box you can bring it with
the shipping cost ($9 check made out to
Samaritan’s Purse) and we will get the
boxes taken to a collection site.

www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box

