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In our increasingly secular
society a growing number of
adults, and therefore also
children, have never experienced
the Christian traditions embedded
in Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Non-Christians often produce a
completely
secular
holiday
mealtime focused on a
day off from work plus
food, food, and more
food.
However, the
holidays offer Christians
a wonderful opportunity
to share our faith — even
if it is simply inviting the
newest family in the
neighborhood into our
home to share the classic
holiday meal.
An
invitation to your home
can let friends and acquaintances
experience a more meaningful
celebration of the holidays,
laying the groundwork for you to
share Christ.
When inviting others in, you
can reduce the pressure on the
hostess by asking each guest to
bring part of the meal. That is
basically what happened at the
first Thanksgiving.
The Pilgrims left England and
came to America so they could
worship God freely. But during

November 2019

the first winter, half of the
original 102 Pilgrims died. The
next year the remaining Pilgrims
wanted to thank God for those
still alive and the bountiful
harvest, so they invited their
Indian friends who had helped
them. The Indians brought deer,

clams, berries — whatever they
had — and the celebration lasted
three days. Giving thanks to God
was the whole idea behind the
first Thanksgiving.
When inviting friends to join
you for Christmas, include an
advent wreath or a nativity
without the baby as a centerpiece.
When your guests comment
about your centerpiece you have
the opportunity to discuss their
meaning. Explain that some of
the advent candles are unused
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and some burned to different
levels because they are lit on
successive Sundays to celebrate a
different aspect of Jesus’ first
coming to earth. And you can
explain that the center candle
honors Jesus’ birth so you wait
until Christmas Eve to light it.
You can explain the significance
of the nativity being a manger,
why there are animals all around,
why shepherds are standing with
their sheep, and why there are
kings bearing gifts and camels.
Then you can point out that the
cradle will remain empty until
Christmas Eve when Jesus was
born.
These are not difficult ways of
sharing your faith with other
people. They just take a decision
to share the way you practice
your faith at these special times
and the action of inviting people
to share a meal with you.
–Adapted from an article by Dianne E. Butts
in the November 2002 issue of On Mission
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A CEO from a Seed

A successful business man
was growing old and knew it was
time to choose a successor to take
over the business. Instead of
choosing one of his Directors or
his children, he decided to do
something different. He called all
the young executives in his
company together and said, “It is
time for me to step down and
choose the next CEO. I have
decided to choose one of you.”

The young executives were
shocked, but the boss continued,
“I am going to give each of you a
seed today - a very special SEED.
I want you to plant the seed, water
it, and come back here one year
from today with what you have
grown from the seed. I will then
judge what you bring, and
the one I choose will be the next
CEO.”
One man, named Jim, was
there that day and like the others,
received a seed. He went home
and excitedly told his wife the
story. She helped him get a pot,
soil and compost and he planted
the seed. Every day, he watered it
and watched to see if it grew.
After about three weeks, some of
the other executives began to talk
about their seeds and the plants
that were beginning to grow.

Everyone else had trees and tall
plants, but he had nothing. Jim
didn’t say anything to his
colleagues. He just kept watering
and fertilizing the soil because he
so wanted the seed to grow.
The year passed and the time
came for the young executives to
bring their plants for their CEO to
inspect. Jim told his wife that he
wasn’t going to take an empty
pot. But she asked him to be
honest about what happened. Jim
felt sick to his stomach. It was
going to be the most embarrassing
moment of his life, but he knew
his wife was right so he took his
empty pot to the board room.
When Jim arrived, he was amazed

Jim kept checking his seed, but
nothing ever grew. Three weeks,
four weeks, five weeks went by,
still nothing.
By now, others
were talking about their plants,
but Jim didn’t have a plant and he
felt like a failure.

at the variety of plants grown by
the other executives. They were
beautiful – in all shapes and sizes.
Jim put his empty pot on the floor
and many of his colleagues
laughed, a few felt sorry for him!
When the CEO arrived, he
surveyed the room and greeted his
young executives. Jim just tried
to hide in the back. “My, what
great plants, trees and flowers
you have grown,” said the CEO.
“Today one of you will be
appointed the next CEO!”

Six months went by – still
nothing in Jim’s pot. He just
knew he had killed his seed.

All of a sudden, the CEO
spotted Jim at the back of the
room with his empty pot. He

ordered him to come to the front.
Jim was terrified. He thought,
“The CEO knows I’m a failure!
I’ll probably be fired!” When Jim
got to the front, the CEO asked
him what had happened to his
seed. Jim told him the story.
The CEO asked everyone to sit
down except Jim. He looked at
Jim, and then announced to the
young executives, “Behold your
next CEO! His name is Jim!”
Jim couldn’t believe it.
He
couldn’t even grow his seed.
“How could he be the new
CEO?”
the
others
asked.
Then the CEO said, “One year
ago today, I gave everyone in
this room a special SEED. I told
you to take the seed, plant it,
water it, and bring it back to me
today. But I gave you all boiled
seeds. They were dead. It was
not possible for them to grow.
All of you, except Jim, have
brought me trees and plants and
flowers. When you found that the
seed would not grow, you
substituted another seed for the
one I gave you. Jim was the only
one with the courage and honesty
to bring me a pot with my seed in
it. Therefore, he is the one who
will be the new CEO!”
* If you plant honesty, you will
reap trust
* If you plant humility, you will
reap greatness
“Do not be deceived. God will
not be made a fool. For a person
will reap what he sows.” Gal 6:7
So, be careful what you plant
now. It will determine what you
reap later.

3

’Twas the Night of Thanksgiving
’Twas the night of

Thanksgiving,
But I just couldn't sleep.

So I raced to the kitchen,
Flung open the door,

‘Til all of a sudden,
I rose off the ground !!

I tried counting backwards,

…3 …2 …1
I tried counting sheep;

And gazed at the fridge
Full of goodies galore.
I crashed through the ceiling
Floating into the sky
With a mouthful of pudding
And a handful of pie,

The leftovers beckoned,
The dark meat and white,
I gobbled up turkey
And buttered potatoes,
But I fought the temptation
With all of my might.
Pickles and carrots,
Beans and tomatoes.
Tossing and turning
With anticipation,
I felt myself swelling
So plump and so round,
The thought of a snack
Became infatuation.

But I managed to yell
As I soared past
trees.........
HAPPY EATING
TO ALL !!
PASS THE
CRANBERRIES
PLEASE !!
From Pastor Tim’s Clean Jokes

the
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
October. We hope you will
help us with some of the
following
items
for
November.

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.” (Psalm 100:4)
Dear Friends,

1. Sugar, Flour, & Spices
2. Evaporated Milk
3. Pie Crust Mixes

What if you woke up on the first day of November, looked around
and saw only those things for which you had thanked God before you
slept? Would you be sad and disappointed? This month let’s spend
some time each of the 30 days thanking the One in whom we live and
move and have our being for all his blessings. Is this a mystery to
you? God sent his Son to look for you and to quicken your spirit made
dead by the sin of Adam and Eve. It is a thing for which to be grateful
and to experience all the days of your life. Knowing Jesus is the most
important thing you can ever experience.
Roanoke Church has a mission to reach everyone we can with the
“good news” of what Jesus has done for them through his death on the
cross. We do it to obey Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:19-20 that “as
you go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them … and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Make this your
mission too. We are continuing to monetarily support missionaries
and agencies who share the goal of our mission.
In November we finish our project: shoeboxes filled with gifts for
children around the world. A prayer goes with each box. Each child
will learn about Jesus and be offered the opportunity to experience the
greatest gift that Jesus offers them.
Pray with us with thankful hearts for all that God has done to give
us eternal life with him. Enjoy these Fall days.
With love and blessings,

Alice Claire Butler

JOIN US
Meeting: Nov 10
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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The leaves are changing, the nights are getting cooler, and it is
so inviting to “cozy-up” in a comfortable chair with a good book!
There is a wonderful selection of both fiction and non-fiction to
choose from in the library. Select a book from a favorite author,
or better yet, try a new author, or one of the new books listed
below. Whichever you choose, you won’t be disappointed!
November Cupcakes
November Birthdays

Decorate
Oct 21
Betty
forWissel
Advent

Harbingers Series
(Books 1, 2, & 3)
(Books 4 & 5 to come next year)
(Each book has a story from each author)
By Bill Myers, Frank Peretti,
Angela Hunt, & Alton Gansky
The Church in Babylon
By Erwin W. Lutzer
Isaiah 53 Explained
By Mitch Glaser
Strands of Truth
By Colleen Coble

th

Nov 20
6:30 pm

Vow of Justice
By Lynette Eason
The Memory House
By Rachel Hauck
Racing to the Finish
By Dale Earnhart Jr.
Utopia Road to Hell
By William J. Murray
Glory Road
By Lauren K. Denton
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Nov 1 – 8
John Charping
Birthday: Nov 2
John is a theology professor at
the Canadian Southern Baptist
Seminary & College in Alberta
and works with the Canadian
Baptist Convention in church
planting
and
strengthening.
“Although Canada is in close
proximity to the United States and
has access to many tools in
English, there is an enormous
need for new communities of
worshippers. Existing churches
also need continual equipping to
grow in their faith and their
ability to engage others with the
gospel,” John says. Seminary
students and churches are doing
just that, but John says, “We just
need the Lord of the harvest to
thrust out more laborers.” Who
will accomplish this task, whom
will God send, and from where
will support for them come are
questions John often ponders.
John asks for prayer that God
will send the laborers so people
all across Canada will begin
worshipping him. Also pray God
will heal John’s wife, Stephanie’s
continual migraines.
Nov 9 – 15
Dan Lawrence
Birthday: Nov 9
Burt* is a burly, imposing man
who is accustomed to relying on
muscle and meanness to get

things accomplished.
He has
been a bounty hunter, repo man,
and truck driver. But then he met
Dan Lawrence, a missionary
serving as pastor of New
Covenant Fellowship church.
There, Burt heard about God’s
love for him and experienced
great changes in his heart and life.
New Covenant Fellowship church
organizes a weekly community
clothes closet and a weekly
community
dinner.
The
congregation is only 15 people,
all but one on a fixed income, but
the Lord provides everything
needed to feed 20-45 every week
without the church’s budget being
used.
Pray for more workers to help,
for an associate pastor, a clearer
vision for God’s plan, and for
serious conviction of Christians to
build God’s kingdom.

says, “We quickly learned that
two disciplines essential to the
Christian life were mission here”:
sound biblical teaching and
witnessing. To remedy this, they
began events for men and women
several nights a week to equip
students for these tasks. As a
volunteer professor of soil
science,
Wes
has
almost
unlimited access to university
classrooms for Bible studies,
witnessing training, and outreach.
He shares his faith story during
his initial lecture and the plan of
salvation during his final lecture.
Participation falls at each
graduation, yet Wes says God
faithfully brings new students into
their ministries.
Pray for the students God will
bring.
Nov 23 – 31

* Fictitious name

Nov 16 - 22
Wes Gestring
Birthday: Nov 16
Wes and Beth Gestring are
dedicated to ministering to
college students on the NorthWest University campus in
Mahikeng, South Africa. When
they first arrived in 2008, Wes

Beverly Holmes
Birthday: Nov 30
Beverly is a church planter in
Warsaw, Poland, a city with many
beautiful churches where people
come to fulfill their religious duty
on Sundays and holidays. For
most of them, God only dwells in
the church, not in the hearts of
people. Because many of the
people are interested to learn
more about American culture,
they plan events around American
holiday traditions.
During this Advent season,
pray for families who have
received a Scripture reading plan,
that they will understand that
Jesus came to be their Lord and
Savior, not just a baby in a
manger, and he came to live in
their hearts, not the walls of a
church building.
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Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
We are now a drop-off location and our open hours are:
Nov 18

Nov 19

Noon to

4 pm to 10 am to 10 am to 4 pm to 11 am to Noon to Noon to

3 pm

7 pm

Nov 20
1 pm

Nov 21
1 pm

Nov 22
7 pm

Nov 23
2 pm

Nov 24
3 pm

Nov 25
3 pm

