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In our increasingly secular
society a growing number of

adults, and therefore also
children, have never experienced
the Christian traditions

embedded in Thanksgiving and
Christmas. NorChristiansoften
produce a completely secular
holiday mealtime focused

on a day off from work

plus food, food, and more

food. However, the
holidays offer Christians
a wonderful opportunity
to share our faitld even
if it is simply inviting the
newest family in the
neighborhood into our
home to share the ckis
holiday meal. An
invitation to your home
can let friends and acquaintances
experience a more meaningful
celebration of the holidays,
laying the groundwork for you to
share Christ.

When inviting others in, you
can reduce the pressure on the
hostes by asking each guest to
bring part of the meal. That is
basically what happened at the
first Thanksgiving.

The Pilgrims left England and
came to America so they could
worship God freely. But during

the first winter, half of the
original 102 Pilgnmns died. The
next year the remaining Pilgrims
wanted to thank God for those
still alive and the bountiful
harvest, so they invited their
Indian friends who had helped
them. The Indians brought deer,

clams, berrie® whatever they
hadd and the celebratiolasted
three days. Giving thanks to
God was the whole idea behind
the first Thanksgiving.

When inviting fiends to join
you for Christmas,include an
advent wreath or a nativity
without the baby as a
centerpiece. When your guests
comment about youcenterpiece
you have the opportunity to
discuss their meaning. Explain
that some of the advent candles

are unused and some burned to
different levels because they are

lit on successive Sundays to
celebrate a different aspect of
Jesuso firrht And o mi
you can explain that the center
candl e honors Jes
wait until Christmas Eve to light

it. You can explain the
significance of the nativity being

a manger, why there are animals
all around, why shepherds are
standing with their shee and

why there are kings bearing gifts
and camels. Then you can point
out that the cradle will remain
empty until Christmas Eve when
Jesus was born.

These are not difficult ways
of sharing your faith with other
people. They just take a
decision toshare the way you
practice your faith at these
special times and the action of
inviting people to share a meal

with you.
T Adapted from an article by Dianne E. Butts
in the November 2002 issue ©h Mission
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2 A CEO from a Seed

A successful bsiness ran was  Everyone else had trees and tall ordered him tacome tothe front.
growing old ancknewit was time  plants, but he had nothingJim  Jim wasterrified. He thought,
to choose a sucssor to take over didndsay anying to his fiThe CEO knowsdn a failure!

the businesslinsteadof choosing colleagues. H just kept wadring | lldprobablybe firedo WhenJim
one of his Directors or his and ertilizing the soil becauseeh got to the front, the CEO asked
children,ne decided to do so wanted the seed to grow. him what had happened to his
something differentHe called all seed.Jimtold him the story.

the young exagives in his Theyear passedand thetime

company together anshid,filt is  came for theyoung executive$o The CEO asked evgone to sit

time for me to step down and bringtheirplants fortheir CEO to down except Jim. He looked at
choose the next CEO.l have inspect Jimtold his wife that he Jim, and themnnounced to the
decidedto choose one of yoa. wasr@ going to take an empty young executivesfiBehold yur
pot. But she asked him tee next CEQ Hisname is Jind
The young executives were honest about what happenedim  Jim couldrid believe it. He
shocked, but the bos®rtinued, felt sick to his stomach.lt was couldnd even grow his seed.
il am going t o goingeobeahe mbst embbarragsing a
seed today avery special SEED. moment of his life, buhe knew fiHow could he be the new
| want you to plant th seed, water his wife was right so é1took his CEO?D t he ot .er s
it, and come bdc here one year empty pot to the board room. Thenthe CEO said,iiOne year
from today withwhat you have When Jim arrived, he was amazed ago today, | gave everyone in
grown from the seed | will then thisroom aspecial SEED | told
judge what you bring, and you to take the seeglant it,
theonel choose will be the next water it, andoring it back to me
CEOO today. But | gave you all boiled
seeds. They were dead It was
not possible for them to grow.
All of you, except Jim, have
brought me trees and plants and

Oneman, namedJim, was
there that day antke the others,
received a eed. He went home
and excitedlytold his wife the flowers. When youfound that the
story. She helped him get a pot, seed would not grow, you
soil andcompost and he planted substituted another seed for the
the seed.Everyday, he watexdit at thevariety of plans grown by one Igave you. Jim was the only
and watcled tosee if it grew.  the other executivesThey were one with the courage and honesty
After about three weeks, some of beautifuli in all shapes and sizes. to bring me a potvith my seed in
the other executivasegan to talk Jim put his empty pot on thwor  it. Therefore, he is the one who
abaut their seeds and the plants and many of his colleagues will be the newCEQ 0
that were beginning tgrow. laughed, a few felt sorry for him!

Whenthe CEO arrived, he * If you plant honesty, you will

Jimkept checking his seed, but surveyed the room and greeted his reap trust
nothing ever grew.Threeweeks, young executies. Jimjust tried * If you plant humility, you will
four weeks, five weeks went by, to hide in the back.fAiMy, what reap greatness
still nothing. By now, others great plants, trees and flowers
were talking about their plants, youhave growmn) said the CEO. Do not be deceived.God will
but Jim didi@ have a planandhe  fiToday one of you will be not be made a foolFor a person
felt like a failure. appointed the next CEOQ! will reapw h a t he $dws.

Sixmonths went byi still All of a sudden, the CEO So, be careful what you plant
nothing in Jings pot. He just spotted Jim at the back of the now. & will determine what you
knew he had killed hiseed. room with his empty pot He reap later.



0 T w a sNight bfdhanksgiving

6 Was the night of So | raced to the kitchen, oTil all of a ¢
Thanksgiving, Flung open the door, | rose off the ground !!
But | just couldn't sleep.

(o]

| tried counting backwards,
é 3 é 2

| tried counting sheep;

awierier

The leftovers beckoned,
The darkmeat and white,

And gazed at the frgk
Full of goodies galore.

| crashed through the ceiling
Floating into the sky

With a mouthful of pudding
And a handful of pie,

| gobbled up turkey

nd buttered potatoes,
@(‘aﬁ ) And buttered
H
But | fought the temptation /
With all of my might. N

OH,RTO' ; Pickles and carrots,
I ™ Beans and tomatoes.

w % But | managed to yell

As | soared past the
| felt myself swelling trees.........
So plump and so round,

N £
RS

Tossing and turning
With anticipation,

L =

HAPPY EATING

TO ALL Il
The thought of a snack
Became infatuation. PASS THE
(gﬁ \ CRANBERRIES
{ % PLEASE !!
.1"}?

Pastor Tilom®s Clean




Spotlight
on
Missions

Dear Friends,

Here are some Bible vers#dgat are timely and helpful in this
time of the nat i ontd Asywwreatl 1 Rete
2917carefully ponder verse 1
Love Christians esrywhere. Fear God and honor tf
government. o0 Never forget t
Him because He is the winner in the end.

Adults on Mission have added their support for a believer v
is working with E3 partners. His ministry sedksbring the light
of Christ to everyone in Kansas City and that is a ggmal for all
of us. Pray for himrand his family and all the othaerdividuals and
groups we support so that in this way we can all go into all
world on our knees if not on oteet.

Roanoke members have felt a rush of love for children of
world in October as we filled shoebox after shoebox in suppor
Samaritands Purse Oper at orahs
year 6 100 shoeboxes and will mean a cost of $70GHgoping.
If you would like to help with this cosplease send a contributio
to the church at the address on the front of this newsletter.

As November begins we turn
Remembering Lottie Moom, Dhave
take part in a Christmas offering to halpssionaries n A f a1

places share the Good News about Jesus with people in their
They face the same dangers and lack of resources as the peg
which they minister. You can also help sgnding a donation tg
the church.

In our nationwith so many blessings, we need to give praise
God with a bankful heart. Psalm 22:28 say i Wor s hi j
and be glad for the Lord is
rule in your heart tlsi Thanksgiving season.

Blessings upon yqu

Alice Claire Butler

Pantry fnP
And
Thank You
Thank you for youl

responseto our pleas fol
Octdoer. We hope you wil
help us with some of th
following itens for
Novenber.

1. Spaghetti (
2. Canned-ruit

3. Ramen Noodles & etc.

4. Pop Tarts

JOIN US

Meeting: Nov 26
Lunch: Noon

Mission Study: 1 p.m.




Librar’ News

We hope you have some excitips
plans for this fall and that they w
include helping less fortuna
families enjoy Thanksgiving with
donaton to our Thanksgiving
baskets. Here are some items
consider bringing as a donation ft
the baskets: flour, sugar, canr

World Hunger pumpkin, boxes of reaelp-prepare

potatoes, canned vegetables

Offering fruit, soup (canned or dry), oil,

any foods that you wouldiant for zj Collecting for them
T.hanksglvmg meal. You can QI until Sun, Nov 20th
give money for purchasin
perishable items like meat, egtes
butter, and milk.

Start looking at your homemade cookie recipes and decide
%! ones you would like to share in December for our cookie excheamg
: cookies for our homebound.

COIIeCEed Our Winte Reading Club willbegin on Jan,lbut youd o n 6 t
Nov 20" at wait until then tofind many interesting books to read. Here are s
Fellowship lunch suggestions frorsome of thanew booksn ourlibrary.

The Bright Empire Series (4 vols)
By Stephen R. Lawhead

Decorate A, Find What You Believe
for = R . Topical Reference Book

Advent - e A Love Transformed
g . By Tracie Peterson

Playing Saint
By Zachary Bartels

The Babylon Code
By Paul McGuire & Troy Anderson

Dark Justice
By Brandilyn Collins

ol ot



Just for

N
A Special Song of Thanks

Use the music code to find the words for this familiar song of thanks.

CODE: -
T IAT  S
B§ Fd L < g Wi

— — — — — — —_— e — ———— ——— —

—_————— — _—— —) —_—— —

T FFEY TRFTE OENTS

Challenge: What do we commonly call this song?
The — _ _ _ _ __
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