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Since Memorial Day is
celebrated the 27 th of this month,
I thought it would be good to
consider what a memorial is.
People call many things
memorials.
There are huge
buildings like the Washington
Monument or the Lincoln
Memorial that are memorials to
the life and works of those
presidents. There are big athletic
structures like the Kauffman
Stadium
which
are
a
remembrance of the generosity or
influence of some people. There
are smaller structures or statues
like the Vietnam Wall, the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier, or the
Fireman’s Fountain on 31st Street
which recognize that someone
has given their life for the benefit
of other people. There are even
small items such as plaques
which are placed on anything of
any size to show that some
person has had an influence on
one or many people’s lives.
Some memorials, such as
flowers don’t last very long like
the memorials mentioned above
but they show the beauty that one
life has on another.
Other
memorials like a day of tribute or
a contribution to the work of an
organization can’t be touched but
they show how much a life has

touched another life.
The Hebrew people set up
twelve big stones from the
middle of the Jordan River as a
memorial to God’s parting of the
river to allow them to cross into
the Promised Land on dry
ground. The early Christians met
to worship God on the first day of
the week as a memorial to the
resurrection of Jesus from death
on a Sunday. Baptists and some
other denominations display an
empty cross on or in their
buildings as a memorial to the
work Jesus did by dying on the
cross and the fact that he is no
longer dying on the cross for our
sin.
God
even
establishes
memorials. He told the Hebrew
people to celebrate the Passover
Feast annually to remember and
explain to their children what he
had done to free them from
slavery in Egypt. Jesus took
parts of that Passover Feast and
made it a memorial to the work
he would do by dying on a cross.
He took half of the bread that was
broken at the beginning of the
meal and gave it to his disciples
to eat after the sacrificial lamb
had been eaten and told them to
eat it from then on as a
remembrance of his body that
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would be broken for them. Then
he took the third cup of wine,
called the “cup of redemption”
and told them to drink it from
then on as a remembrance of his
blood that would be shed for the
forgiveness of sin.
So many things, great and
small, tangible and intangible, are
used for memorials. A memorial
is anything that helps us identify,
announce, or remember the
activity, influence, or sacrifice of
some other person or persons.
This month, along with all of
the Sunday memorials, we
celebrate Memorial Day (a time
to remember our fallen loved
ones) we celebrate Mother’s Day
(a time to remember our mother
and the influence she has or had
in our life) and we celebrate the
National Day of Prayer (a time to
remember God’s importance in
our nation’s life).
Enjoy your memorials
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The Truth About Moms
This has been forwarded among
people via e-mail, so who originated it is
unknown.
Enjoy these answers
supposedly given by elementary school
children to the following questions.

2. I don’t know because I
wasn’t there, but my guess would
be pretty bossy.
3. They say she used to be
nice.

Why did God make mothers?
1. She’s the only one who
knows where the Scotch tape is.
2. Mostly to clean the house.
3. To help us out of there
when we were getting born.
How did God make mothers?
1. He used dirt, just like for
the rest of us.
2. Magic plus super powers
and a lot of stirring.
3. God made my mom just the
same like he made me. He just
used bigger parts.

What did mom need to know
about dad before she married
him?
1. His last name.
2. She had to know his
background. Like is he a crook?
Does he get drunk on beer? Does
he make at least $800 a year? Did
he say NO to drugs and YES to
chores?

Why did God give you your
mother and not some other
mom?
1. We’re related.
2. God knew she likes me a lot
more than other people’s moms
like me.
What kind of little girl was your
mom?
1. My mom has always been
my mom and none of that other
stuff.

1. Mothers don’t do spare
time.
2. To hear her tell it, she pays
bills all day long.
What would it take to make
your mom perfect?
1. On the inside she’s already
perfect. Outside, I think some
kind of plastic surgery.
2. Diet. You know, her hair.
I’d diet, maybe blue.
If you could change one thing
about your mom, what would it
be?
1. She has this weird thing
about me keeping my room clean.
I’d get rid of that.
2. I’d make my mom smarter.
Then she would know it was my
sister who did it and not me.

What ingredients are mothers
made of?
1. God makes mothers out of
clouds and angel hair and
everything nice in the world and
one dab of mean.
2. They had to get their start
from men’s bones. Then they
mostly use string. I think.

What does your mom do in her
spare time?

What’s the difference between
moms and dads?
Why did your mom marry your
dad?
1. My dad makes the best
spaghetti in the world. And my
mom eats a lot.
2. My grandma says that mom
didn’t have her thinking cap on
when she decided.
Who’s the boss at your house?
1. Mom.
You can tell by
room inspection. She sees the
stuff under the bed.
3. I guess mom is, but only
because she has a lot more to do
than dad.

1. Moms work at work and
work at home, and dads just got to
work at work.
2. Moms know how to talk to
teachers without scaring them.

------------------------------Children have a lot of
funny ideas about their
mothers and what they do.
Mothers are really a life
coach, helping the child’s
father teach them about God
and how to obey and how to
live in ways that honor God.
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The Essential 100
Last month, as we continued
reading the Essential 100 Bible
passages, we discovered that
God spoke to the Hebrew people
from Mount Sinai giving them
rules of conduct so that they
could have a right relationship
with him and with other people.
Then he gave them instructions
for the construction of a “tent of
meeting” where they could come
to worship him and sacrifice
animals to atone (pay) for their
disobedience of his rules that
rightfully deserved their death.
We saw that while Moses was
on Mount Sinai receiving God’s
instructions the people had
already strayed from obeying his
rules by making and worshiping
an idol in the form of a golden
calf.
After forty years of leading
the people, speaking to God for
them, and speaking to them for
God while waiting in the
wilderness to enter the Promised
Land, Moses dies and Joshua
becomes the new leader.
Following God’s direction,
Joshua leads about 1½ million
people, along with livestock and
carts, to cross the flood-swollen
Jordan River and enter the
Promised Land.
Under Joshua’s leadership,
the Hebrew people have been
commanded by God to take
possession of the Promised Land
and drive out the evil nations
living there. Just before Joshua
dies he calls the leaders of each
clan together so that God can
meet with them and point out

that the people have not obeyed
his command to drive the evil
nations out of the land. Since
they have disobeyed, God
announces that he will not allow
those nations to be completely
driven out of the land so they
will continue to be a source of
testing whether the people will
obey God’s commands. The
clan leaders respond that they
will obey God only.
After that generation of
people who had experienced
God’s miracles died, the people
began to follow and worship the

non-Jewish woman who was
married to a Jew that died. She
recognized God as the only one
worthy of worship and gave her
life to following his commands
so she could have a right
relationship with him.
We continue to see that this is
an amazing love story where
God shows his great love for
mankind. Here are the next ten
passages for you to read during
the month of May. As you read,
look for ways that God shows
his love.
Section 7: The Rise of Israel

gods of the evil nations that
were still living in their midst.
During the next 340 years each
time
the
people
began
worshiping as the evil nations
did, God encouraged the
Hebrews to return to worshiping
him by allowing them to
experience disaster. Each time,
as they cried out to him for
deliverance, God would raise up
a judge to lead them back to
obeying his commands. But the
people would only maintain
their relationship with God so
long as that judge lived, and then
they returned to worshiping false
gods and began the cycle again.
Finally, we read the story of a

1. Samuel Listens to God,
1 Samuel 1:1 – 3:21
2. King Saul,
1 Samuel 8:1 – 10:27
3. David and Goliath,
1 Samuel 16:1 – 18:16
4. David and Saul,
1 Samuel 23:7 – 24:22
5. King David,
2 Samuel 5:1 – 7:29
Section 8: The Fall of
Jerusalem
1. David and Bathsheba,
2 Samuel 11:1 – 12:25
2. King Solomon,
1 Kings 2:1 – 3:28
3. Solomon’s Temple
1 Kings 8:1 – 9:9
4. Elijah and the Prophets of
Baal,
1 Kings 16:29 – 19:18
5. The Fall of Jerusalem,
2 Kings 25:1-30
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Pantry “Pleas”

Spotlight
on
Missions

And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
April. We hope you will
help us with some of the
following items for May.
1. Backed Beans (not Pork
and beans)

Dear Friends,
Hello again! Surely winter is gone and spring is finally
here. God is showing new birth all around us. The crocus
raise purple heads, grass is turning from brown to green, birds
sing their joyful songs in the early dawn. This is a good time
to freshen our view of God and His promise of new life
through faith that Jesus’ death paid the penalty of death that
our disobedience of God deserves. Remember what Jesus told
Mary and Martha outside of the tomb before he raised Lazarus
from death: “I am the resurrection and the life. He that
believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.
Whosoever lives and believes in me will never die.” John
11:25-26
Like the sun warms the air and the earth, let God’s love and
forgiveness warm you. Does the inner peace that trusting
Jesus’ death and letting him be the Lord of our life and direct
everything we do live in you? If you need someone to talk
with about that peace and how to let God’s love warm you
from the inside, please visit us for worship through singing any
Sunday morning at 10 a.m. and let someone know that you
would like to talk with Dr. Cobb. He will probably be the one
playing the piano and he will stay in the sanctuary and try to
help by answering any questions he can.

2.

Flour

3.

Canned Tomatoes

4.

Mouthwash (large or small)

JOIN US
Meeting: May 19th
Carry-in lunch: Noon

Blessings to you,

Alice Claire Butler

Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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Cupcakes
May Cupcakes
May Birthdays
May 2
May 7

Richard Wissel
Charlie Floyd

Our Summer Reading Club begins next month. While
you wait for it to start, here are some new books you
might like to read. Or you can look through the books
on the shelves and make a plan for some you would like
to read.
The Kremlin Conspiracy and
The Persian Gamble
By Joel Rosenberg
The Assault and Probing
By Bill Myers, Frank Peretti,
Angela Hunt, and Alton Gansky

Charlie and Richard

Mother’s Day
May 12
Don’t forget to write, call, or
visit
your
mother
and
grandmothers on or before
Mother’s Day.
Your mother and grandmothers
have sacrificed a lot of their time
and energy to see that you were
raised well. They sacrificed a lot
of sleep to take care of you as an
infant
and
through
your
childhood.
It is only fitting that we should
take this opportunity to honor our
mothers and thank them for their
many sacrifices.
Honor your father and mother…(Ex 20:12)

The Curse of Misty Wayfair,
The Reckoning of Gossamer Pond, and
The House on Foster Hill
By Jaime Jo Wright
A Daring Escape
By Tricia Goyer
Day of War
By Cliff Graham
The Innkeeper’s Daughter
By Michelle Griep
The Valley of the Dry Bones
By Jerry B. Jenkins
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
May 1 – 8
John Ames
Birthday: May 4
John ministers in an urban area
of Providence, RI. “Our current
church plant has over 12 different
ethnic groups represented,” he
says. Ministry in Providence can
be slow-going. For 18 months,
John and the church prayed for a
young girl to find Jesus and for
her family to encounter God. She
eventually chose to follow Jesus,
and now her mom is attending
church too. “The constant chaos
and instability of our context is
difficult,” he says. “There are so
many systemic issues that make it
very hard for people to move
forward and progress from their
previous lives before knowing
Christ.”
Pray for John’s next church
plant in a neighborhood called
Olneyville to be successful in
reaching people with the gospel
and discipling them.
May 9 – 15
Gary Rowland
Birthday: May 11
Gary serves as the logistical
services consultant for all IMB
personnel living in the United
Kingdom, Ireland, Belgium, and
the Netherlands.
Gary’s role
enables many other missionaries
to follow God’s calling. “What
we do to get them into the country
and to keep things running for

them means that they are freed up
to focus on their own ministry
role,” he explains. When he is
not working in logistics, Gary
looks for missions opportunities
in his local community, which
includes witnessing to business
associates. He also sings in a
gospel choir.
“Since lots of
people love music, we try to use
that as a way to get spiritual
conversations going,” he says.
Gary and his wife, Becky,
have been serving on the missions
field for more than 23 years. Pray
for them as they help more than
60 families and singles come to
and stay in their places of
ministry. Also pray for their
parents’ health concerns back
home. “We have siblings who
can help, but it is hard to now
always be able to help,” he shares.
May 9 – 22
Joshua Manning
Birthday: May 18
Joshua leads
Community
Baptist Church in Noel, MO, a
town of 1,800 people where 32
nations are represented and 11
languages are spoken by the
hundreds of refugees from Africa,
Asia, Central America, and the
Pacific Islands.
The church

predominantly ministers to Karen,
a refugee people group from
Myanmar (also called Burma).
“The Karen are very comfortable
simultaneously holding several
faiths at the same time,” Joshua
says. “The challenge for them is
the exclusivity of following
Christ.” They have also reached
Somali and Sudanese Muslims
with the gospel.
Pray for more Christians in
Noel to each other people groups
with the gospel. Pray, too, for
Somali believers to be able to
worship freely and the Karen to
grow in their faith.
May 23 – 30
MariaLee Watson
Birthday: May 25
One of the hardest parts of
international missions work can
be learning a new language.
MariaLee has been working for
the last 2 ½ years to learn Thai
and has just passed her
proficiency test!
“It is so
rewarding and encouraging to be
able to teach God’s word in a
language I’ve worked so hard to
learn,” she says. She serves the
Isaan people in Isaan, Thailand.
Most of them are rice farmers
who practice a “form of
Buddhism that is focused on
spirits.”
She works to build
relationships with the Isaan
people in her community and
teaches Sunday School in the
Thai language.
Now that MariaLee and her
husband have completed their
language studies, they ask for
prayer that God would direct their
efforts where He is working
among the Isaan people.
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If Jesus was not raised from death to life, why
would anyone give their life for another?

