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As the story goes, they built a
new church building and people
came from far and wide to see it.
They admired its beauty! Up on
the roof, a little nail heard the
people praising everything about
the lovely structure-except the
nail! No one even knew he was
there, and he became angry and
jealous.
"If I am that insignificant,
nobody will miss me if I quit!"
So the nail then released its hold,
slid down the roof, and fell in the
mud.
That night it rained and
rained. Soon, the shingle that had
no nail blew away, and the roof
began to leak.
The water
streaked the walls and the
beautiful
murals.
The plaster
began
to
fall,
the
carpet was
stained, and
the pulpit
Bible was
ruined by
water. All
this because a little nail decided
to quit!
But what of the nail? While
holding the shingle, it was
obscure but it was also useful.
Buried in the mud it was just as
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obscure, but now it was useless
and would soon be eaten up by
rust!
The moral of the story – every
believer is important to the
church! You may, like the nail,
feel obscure at times, but just like
the nail, your absence is felt.
When you are not present for
worship, in some way the body of
Christ hurts. We are ALL a part
of the Lord's ministry.
— Author Unknown

If you don’t attend worship
and Bible study at a local church
because you think we are all a
bunch of hypocrites, remember
what Jesus said, “I have not come
to call the righteous, but sinners.”
(Matt 9:13)
The church is not a
country club but a hospital. If
you find anybody in any church
that is not a sinner, then they
don’t belong there.
If you don’t attend worship
and Bible study at a local church
because you don't think there is a
need for believers to attend a
church, remember what the writer
to the Hebrews said, “Let us
consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good
deeds.
Let us not give up
meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another – and all
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the more as you see the Day
approaching.” (Heb 10:24 - 25) The
“Day” he is talking about is the
“catching away” of believers Paul
warns about in 1 Thessalonians
4:13 – 18 which immediately
precedes
the
Tribulation
described by Jesus in Revelation
6 – 19.
The purpose for gathering
with other believers for worship
and Bible study is to share our
experiences and learning, to draw
strength and encouragement for
our walk with Jesus the next
week, and to praise our Creator
and Redeemer.
Jesus said,
“Where two or three come
together in my name, there am I
with them.” (Matt 18:20)
No matter what your reason
for not attending worship and
Bible study at any other church, I
urge you to join us. Help us
praise God and learn how to live
in the coming days more as Jesus
taught.
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A wealthy man and his son
loved to collect rare works of art.
They had everything in their
collection, from Picasso to
Raphael. They would often sit
together and admire the works of
art.
When the Vietnam conflict
broke out, the son went to war.
He was very courageous and died
in battle while rescuing another
soldier. The father was notified
and grieved deeply for his only
son.
About a month later, just
before Christmas, there was a
knock at the door. A young man
stood at the door with a large
package in his hands.
He said, "Sir, you don't know
me, but I’m the soldier for whom
your son gave his life. He saved
many lives that day. He was
carrying me to safety when a
bullet struck him in the heart and
he died instantly. He often talked
about you, and your love for art."
The young man held out this
package. "I know this isn't much.
I'm not really a great artist, but I
think your son would have
wanted you to have this."
The father opened the package.
It was a portrait of his son,
painted by the young man. He
stared in awe at the way the
soldier
had
captured
the
personality of his son in the
painting.
The father was so
drawn to the eyes that his own
eyes welled up with tears. He
thanked the young man and
offered to pay him for the picture.
"Oh, no sir, I could never repay
what your son did for me. It's a
gift."
The father hung the portrait
over his mantle. Every time

visitors came to his home he took
them to see the portrait of his son
before he showed them any of the
other great works he had
collected.
The man died thirty years
later. There was to be a great
auction of his paintings. Many
influential
people
gathered,
excited over seeing the great
paintings
and
having
an
opportunity to purchase one for
their collection.
On the platform sat the
painting of the son.
The
auctioneer pounded his gavel.
"We will start the bidding with
this picture of the son. Who will
bid for this picture?"
There was silence.
Then a voice in the back of the
room shouted, "We want to see
the famous paintings. Skip this
one."

But the auctioneer persisted.
"Will somebody bid for this
painting? Who will start the
bidding? $100, $200?"
Another voice angrily said,
"We didn't come to see this
painting. We came to see the Van
Goghs and the Rembrandts. Get
on with the real bids!"
But still the auctioneer
continued. "The son! The son!
Who will take the son?"
Finally, a voice came from the
very back of the room. It was the

longtime gardener of the man and
his son. "I'll give $10 for the
painting." Being a poor man, it
was all he could afford.
"We have $10, who will bid
$20?"
"Give it to him for $10. Let's
see the masters."
"$10 is the bid, won't someone
bid $20?"
The crowd was becoming
angry.
They didn't want the
picture of the son.
They wanted the more worthy
investments for their collections.
The auctioneer pounded the
gavel.
"Going once.
Going
twice. SOLD for $10!"
A man sitting on the second
row shouted, "Now let's get on
with the collection!"
The auctioneer laid down his
gavel. "I'm sorry, the auction is
over."
"What about the paintings?"
"I am sorry. When I was called
to conduct this auction, I was told
of a secret stipulation in the will.
I was not allowed to reveal that
stipulation until this time. Only
the painting of the son would be
auctioned. Whoever bought that
painting would inherit the entire
estate, including the paintings.
The man who took the son gets
everything!"
God gave his son to die for us
2,000 years ago. Much like the
auctioneer, his message today is:
"The Son, the Son, who will take
the Son?" You see, whoever
takes the Son gets everything.
“God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” (John
3:16) That's love!
– Anonymous
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On the outskirts of a small
town, there was a big, old pecan
tree just inside a cemetery fence.
One day, two boys filled up a
bucketful of nuts and sat down by
the tree, out of sight, and began
dividing the nuts.
“One for you, and one for me.
One for you, and one for me,”
said one boy. While they were
counting, they dropped several
that rolled down toward the fence.
Another boy came riding along
the road on his bicycle. As he
passed, he thought he heard
voices from inside the cemetery.
He slowed down to investigate
and sure enough, he heard, “One
for you, and one for me. One for
you, and one for me...”
He just knew what it was. He
jumped back on his bike and rode
off. Just around the bend he met
an old man with a cane, hobbling
along the road.
“Come here quick,” said the
boy, “you won’t believe what I
heard! Satan and the Lord are
down at the cemetery dividing up
the souls!”
The man said, “Beat it kid.
Can’t you see it’s hard for me to
walk.” When the boy insisted
though, the man hobbled slowly
to the cemetery.
Standing by the fence they
heard, “One for you, and one for
me. One for you, and one for
me.”
The old man whispered, “Boy,

you’ve been tellin’ me the truth.
Let’s see if we can see the Lord.”
Shaking with fear, they peered
through the fence, but they still
couldn’t see anything. The old
man and the boy gripped the
wrought iron bars of the fence
tighter and tighter as they tried to
get a glimpse of the Lord.
At last they heard, “One for
you, one for me. That’s all. Now
let’s go get those nuts by the
fence and we’ll be done.”
They say the old man had the
lead for a good half-mile before

the boy on the bike passed him.
That’s a humorous story and,
although we know God won’t
give Satan the opportunity to
choose souls, it should cause us to
pause and think about whether we
know where we will spend
eternity.
After baptizing Jesus, his
cousin, John the Baptist pointed
him out to his disciples and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!”
(John 1:29)
Late one night, Jesus spoke to
Nicodemus, a leader of the Jewish
religious rulers, and told him,
“Unless a man is born of water
(physically) and the Spirit

(spiritually), he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. … Just as
Moses lifted up the snake in the
desert, so the Son of Man (Jesus)
must be lifted up, that everyone
who believes in him may have
eternal life. For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:5, 14-16)
Jesus told his disciples, “In my
Father’s house are many rooms. I
am going there to prepare a place
for you. … I will come back and
take you to be with me that you
also may be where I am. I am the
way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except
through me. … If you love me,
you will obey what I command.
And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Counselor
to be with you forever – the spirit
of truth. ... But the Counselor, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you.”
(John 14:2, 3, 6, 15-16, 26)
If you have never trusted Jesus
and his death on the cross to give
you a right relationship with God,
the Father, so that he will send his
Holy Spirit to live in you, then
when Jesus returns to get those
who have trusted him and have
the Holy Spirit in them, you will
be left behind. But until the time
when Jesus returns and while you
are still living, it is not too late to
trust him so that you, too, can
receive the Holy Spirit and the
promise that you will live with
him for eternity.
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
February. We hope you
will help us with some of
the following items for
March.
1. Jelly (Grape/Strawberry)

Dear Readers,
The March winds blow! We could still see snow! During this
month we may still call it Winter but Spring is just ahead.

2. Mac & Cheese
3. Canned Tuna/Chicken

Roanoke Church continues to pray for and support those who stand
for Jesus in this troubled world.
There is a whole realm which we cannot see teeming with spiritual
beings who would like to block our efforts for the Lord. Led and
inspired by Satan, they are always present, so we need the protection
and guidance which only God provides through His Word and by the
Holy Spirit. Ephesians 6:12 tells us that “our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms.” God tells us in Ephesians 6:13-17 what we can
do to so that the Spirit can help us stand against the push of the world’s
systems which are directed by Satan and his fallen angels.
We do not know the difficulties you face but God does. So, we
pray for each of you who read the Link that God will give you the
strength be strong in the Lord, to trust Him and to obey the Spirit’s
guidance. In this way you will be able to push back against Satan’s
plans and share with people what Jesus accomplished by his death to
enable them to have a right relationship with God and spend eternity in
His loving presence.
We look forward to having you join us on Easter (Apr 12) to
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection which proves he completed the way for us
to have a right relationship with God.
Love in Christ,

Alice Claire Butler

JOIN US
Meeting: Mar 8th
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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March Cupcakes

The weather has been bouncing between “really cold” and
“not so cold” but is giving signs that Spring is just around the
corner.
The Winter Reading Club won’t end until Mar 29 so there is
still time for more good reading as that warmer weather begins to
“blow” in. So check out a big fiction book and a big non-fiction
book to keep you grounded for the rest of the month. We have
plenty of both in the library from which to choose so I know you
can find two good books to enjoy and have a good time reading!

March Birthdays
Mar 12

Alan Cobb

God’s Hostage
by Andrew Brunson
Johnny Cash: The Redemption
of an American Icon
by Greg Laurie
The Timepiece
by Beverly Lewis

Alan

Daylight
Saving Time
Begins

God’s Smuggler
by Brother Andrew
Collateral Damage
by Lynette Eason
The Bridge to Belle Island
by Julie Klassen
It’s All About Him
by Denise Jackson
The Dog at My Feet
by Callie Smith Grant

Mar 8th
2:00 a.m.
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Mar 1 – 8
Sherry Cody
Birthday: Mar 7
Sherry watched as a feverish
little boy drooped in his mother’s
arms. “They had tried every cure
possible – the shaman, a medical
doctor, and other types of cures
practiced in their community –
but nothing helped,” said Sherry,
who along with her husband,
Mark, serve as missionaries in
Ecuador. As they were ready to
leave, she felt impressed to pray
for the boy. So she stopped and
prayed for him right then. Three
weeks later when they returned to
that village, the boy’s father asked
them about the God they serve.
They told him about the God
revealed in the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation.
After
listening thoughtfully, he turned
to Sherry and said: “My son’s
health returned after you prayed
for him.” The couple is tied to
the religious practices they’ve
been taught as the way to God,
yet they are listening and
yearning to know the God who
provides.
Pray for the couple to continue
to hunger for God’s word and
truth. Pray for Sherry and Mark
as they travel around Ecuador
sharing the gospel with the
scattered people groups.
Mar 9 – 15
Adam Muhtaseb
Birthday: Mar 14

Adam serves as the pastor for
preaching
and
vision
at
Redemption City Church in
Baltimore, MD. He focuses on
reaching young professionals in
Baltimore’s
fastest
growing
neighborhood. His role is to lead,
preach, and develop future leaders
and church planters. “Seeing new
leaders thrive is very rewarding,”
he says. But it is hard because
“people are flaky. They bail.
They don’t follow though. They
get distracted.”
Pray the church will get more
seasoned saints because the
members are almost exclusively
35 years old and younger. The
church’s vision is to plant three
churches in the next five years.
They also need a permanent
facility so they don’t have to set
up before and tear down after
each week’s service.
Mar 16 - 22
Brent Turner
Birthday: Mar 21
In the place where Brent,
Amanda, and their three children
live, sometimes it is hard for
people
to
see
past
the
circumstances surrounding them
and realize their need for the
gospel. “The people of Botswana

have been very slow to come to
the gospel, and with the wealth of
diamonds in the country, they
don’t believe they need Jesus.”
Brent’s main role is to plant
churches, but also is the dean of
the first accredited seminary in
the country. “We still have many
existing churches without a pastor
and many more areas of the
country to reach with the gospel.
Pray that many pastors would
be trained to go out and lead
church plants.
Mar 23 – 31
Joe Miller
Birthday: Mar 28
Joe had just finished sharing
breakfast with two other men.
Outside the restaurant, they came
together to pray for each other.
Another man came out and asked
if they were praying.
They
confirmed his suspicions and then
expected some king of push back.
“However, his heart cry became
clear when he said he was
spiritually moved to see men pray
right out in the open like we did.
He also mentioned that he had
been looking for a men’s group to
belong to. We invited him to join
us, and he did.” Joe and his wife,
Terron, presently live in South
Carolina with their two children.
She is a labor and delivery nurse,
so the family moves often due to
her job. They have lived in five
states in the past four years so
they waste no time in loving on
people, enjoying the fellowship
and serving the Lord.
Pray Joe and Terron will be
faithful and go where God sends
them.
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