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I love America, and make no apology for that. I
enjoy her freedoms, especially in being free to
worship the true and living God. I still believe the
United States is the greatest country on the face of
the earth in terms of God’s blessing upon it. But I
reserve the right to change my mind about that just as
God may. I love America, but I don’t have to like the
direction in which she is heading. Might our country
actually be facing God’s
judgment for its offenses
against him? If so, who
is at fault?

demonstrate love, and continue to extend his grace
and mercy, there does come a time when God will
judge sin and rebellion.

I believe terrorism is a
great threat to the USA.
But I don’t believe it is
our greatest threat. I
know we have powerful
enemies
around
the
world, but the most
powerful
are
much
closer. Yes, evil exists
and
is
growing
rampantly. But it may
not be concentrated in the part of the world we think
it is. I believe America’s greatest threat is not from
without but from within. We are our own worst
enemy and I am convinced that God is generally
displeased with us as a nation. He is assigning blame
for sin and we must answer.

Micah, speaking by
the Spirit of God, points a
bony finger at three
distinct groups of people
and says, “It’s your
fault!” Micah desperately
wants the people to
understand that the God
who loves sinners still
hates sin. And sin must
always be judged. His
holiness demands that. Praise God that if you are
saved you will never be judged for your sin because
it was judged 2,000 years ago on a cross outside of
Jerusalem called Calvary! But that does not mean as
believers that we can live a careless, haphazard life.

In Micah 3, the prophet is concerned about the sin
of his nation and that God always judges sin. He
wants the people to know that God is not only a God
of love, mercy, and grace, but also a God of
judgment…and though God would rather bless,

Eventually God will give a nation [or an
individual] what they are demanding. It happened in
the pre-flood world of Noah’s time, and again at the
time of Sodom and Gomorrah. It even happened to
God’s people, Israel. So,
do you think he will make
an exception for our
nation?
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The same Bible that teaches
we will not be judged for our sin
also says that we will be judged
for how faithful we have lived.
All individuals will one day be
judged, and there is such a thing
as the judgment of a nation.
Micah 3:12 talks about a
nation being “plowed as a field.”
That is a metaphor for judgment.
No nation was as pure in its
inception as the nation Israel —
by God himself in Genesis 12.
And yet Israel went corrupt and
the vast majority of the people
were ignorant or indifferent
concerning that corruption. For
this reason prophets proclaiming
judgment came along, like Micah,
calling the people to repentance,
and making the people aware that
the God who would rather bless
will blast if his hand is forced.
I am optimistic about our
nation’s possibilities for the
future, but I think we should be
realistic. Part of loving America
is wanting to save it from a
corruption about which most
people are seemingly ignorant …
or at least indifferent.
Fault Line #1
Corrupt Politicians
Micah 3:1-3 “Listen, you leaders
of Jacob, you rulers of Israel.
Should you not embrace justice,
you who hate good and love evil;
who tear the skin from my people
and the flesh from their bones;
who eat my people’s flesh, strip
off the skin and break their bones
in pieces; who chop them up like
meat for the pan, like flesh for the
pot?”
Reading these verses is like

watching the nightly news. I
think you could put these three
verses into the news reporter’s
teleprompter and no one would
know the difference!
Here are six requirements God
establishes for those individuals
who would be government
leaders.

established
through
righteousness. (Proverbs 25:4-5)
A leader must focus on what is
right, not just public opinion or
lobbying pressures.
5. Personal Purity

1. Righteousness

Do not spend your strength on
women, your vigor on those who
ruin kings. (Proverbs 31:3)

When the righteous are in
authority, the people rejoice: but
when the wicked rule, the people
groan. (Proverbs 29:2)

If a man will not honor his
marriage vows, what is he going
to do with those “piddly little
vows” of public trust?

Kings detest wickedness, for a
throne is established through
righteousness. (Proverbs 16:12)

6. Protection of the weak and the
defenseless

Why is it that today we just
look for skills and credentials, and
not for morality?
2. Wisdom
I,
wisdom,
dwell
with
prudence; I possess knowledge
and discretion. ... By me kings
reign and rulers issue decrees
that are just. By me princes
govern, and nobles; all who rule
on earth. (Proverbs 8:12, 15-16)
3. Absolute Honesty
Excellent speech is unsuited to
a godless fool: how much worse
lying speech to a ruler. (Proverbs
17:7)
4. Separation from bad
influences
Remove the dross from the
silver, and a silversmith can
produce a vessel. Remove wicked
officials from the king’s presence,
and his throne shall be

Speak up for those who cannot
speak for themselves, for the
rights of all who are destitute.
Speak up and judge fairly; defend
the rights of the poor and needy.
(Proverbs 31:8-9)
A leader is to speak for those
who cannot defend or speak
for
themselves.
A biblical
leader should stand tall on behalf
of the unborn. Some would say,
“Abortion is legal. And a leader
is supposed to uphold the law!”
Certainly being legally right
doesn’t make something morally
right.
When Micah warns the people
that God is about to judge, he
points first at the corrupt
politicians, and says, "It’s your
fault.” Until we own our faults,
there is no hope for change or
forgiveness from God.
Fault Line #2
Compromising Preachers
Continued on page 3
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This is what the LORD says:
“As for the prophets who lead my
people astray, they proclaim
‘peace’ if they have something to
eat, but prepare to wage war
against anyone who refuses to
feed them. (Micah 3:5)
Should
preachers
be
proclaiming
peace
when
judgment is coming? Should they
preach for the filling of the
offering plates, altering their
message so as not to offend? And
is it necessary to drag Jesus down
to a level lower than Lord of lords
and King of kings, the Creator of
the universe, in an attempt to
make him more palatable or
acceptable to people? Did not
Jesus say, "Come unto me"?
When a preacher invites someone
to accept Jesus as their Lord, he
must present Jesus and all he is
without compromise.
We must preach the truth at all
times, no matter what the cost.
And it is vital that we practice
what we preach. As people of
God, we must take the time to
look inside ourselves with
humility and see if we are really
letting Jesus be the Lord of our
lives. The Lord is not as
concerned about our position, our
status with people, or all the
possessions we have, as he is
about our relationship with him.
Are we reading his word and
letting him direct our life or are
we regressing back to trying to be
the god of our life? In short, our
present and how we are moving
forward for him is more important
than our past accomplishments.
This applies not only to those
leading the church ministry but to
the church members as well. It
applies even further to our nation

and whether we are selecting
godly leaders who are following
him.
When Micah warns the people
that God is about to judge, he
points not only at the corrupt
politicians,
but
also
the
compromising preachers and says,
"It’s your fault." And, again, we
must own our faults before God.
Fault Line #3
Complacent People
Her leaders judge for a bribe,
her priests teach for a price, and
her prophets tell fortunes for
money. Yet they look for the
Lord’s support and say, “Is not
the Lord among us? No disaster
will come upon us.” (Micah 3:11)
The word "they" is where the
complacent people appear. The
people of Israel said, "We know
the politicians are corrupt, we
know
the
preachers
are
compromisers, but it will be OK.
The economy is strong, we’re
happy, and it is alright. Is not the
Lord among us? No evil can
touch us." And many complacent
Americans make a similar claim:
"Our nation has a Christian
heritage. We have Godly roots."
Well, so did Israel! And God
judged them for the sin of their
rulers and priests and the
complacency of the people. We
must pursue hard to follow God
or destruction will certainly
overtake us as well.
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power? We may not be able to
change the situation until the next
election, but we certainly can
focus on the church and make
sure
our
preachers
aren’t
compromising the word of God.
And each of us can do our job
proclaiming the truth about Jesus
to complacent people working
and living around us. Remember
the promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14:
If my people, who are called by
my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then
I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal
their land.
It is true. I think our nation is
in trouble. But I also know that
Jesus is the hope of our nation
and the world. He stands as a
light for us to follow. His arms of
mercy are open to those who will
turn from selfishness and evil to
accept him as their Lord.
Certainly he extends his own
righteousness to us as a free gift.
But our acceptance of that
righteousness will certainly be
evidenced by a life marked by
that righteousness. Ultimately,
the hope of America is not found
in the White House or the State
House or even the Courthouse.
The hope of America is found in
God’s House, and your house,
and my house!
— Adapted from a message
by Pastor Jerry Shirley

Where do we go from here?
We should do our part to elect
leaders that seek to fulfill God's
righteous requirements.
And
what can we do if and when
corrupt politicians come to

It’s not my fault.
Yes it is!
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Pantry “Pleas”

Spotlight
on
Missions

And
Thank You
Now that we are open for
people to visit, we hope you
will be able to help us with
some of these items for July
that we will share with the
community pantry.
1. Boxed Jello (all flavors)

Celebrate Freedom!

2. Ravioli & other “ready to
eat” items

Dear Friends,
Now that we are beginning to be out in the community again, we
are looking for new ways to share God’s love.

3. Deodorant Sticks
(for personal or room use)

Acts of kindness to those individuals whose lives intersect ours is a
great way to have an opportunity to share about Jesus with them and
how he can set them free from the chains that bind them to destructive
behaviors.
Testimonies to family and friends about how Jesus is helping us
during these trying times can help them to realize that our peace is
from Jesus. God is in control. Our silence is not an option. Speak up
about Jesus and let the Holy Spirit use our words to change lives
seeking peace.
We can help other ministries share about Jesus and how he gives
peace to those who let him be the Lord of their life and we can do it by
praying for the ministries and sending them monetary support.
All of us have been affected by events in which we did not
participate nor support. Stabilize your mind by keeping your eyes on
the main thing – your relationship with Jesus. Read the book of
Proverbs with us this month and join me in practicing the words of
Proverb 13:3 which says: “Commit your work to the Lord, and your
thoughts will be established.” Let’s do that together.
Praying for you,

Alice Claire Butler

JOIN US
Meeting: June 12th
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.

5

Our Summer Reading Club began on June 7 and a number of books
have already been checked so they can be enjoyed during our summer
months. There are still plenty of good books for you to consider reading
as part of your summer fun.
Here are a few for you to consider.
July Cupcakes
July Birthdays
Jul 7
Jul 26

Maxine F.
Terry B.

The Rapture
By Tim LaHaye & Jerry Jenkins
Soon, Silenced, & Shadowed
By Jerry Jenkins
This Present Darkness
&
Piercing the Darkness
By Frank Peretti
On Holy Ground
By Roger Elwood

Maxine

The End of the Age
By David Dolan
A Nation Without Conscience
By Tim & Beverly LaHaye

Business Meeting

Babylon Rising (a 4 volume series)
By Tim LaHaye & Bob Phillips
The Illuminati
By Larry Burkett
The End Series (4 volumes)
By Tim LaHaye & Craig Parshall
By Beverly Lewis

July 12nd – 11:00 am
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and
are serving him in mission
work.
Jul 1 – 8
Preston Dabbs
Birthday: Jul 4
Preston, a Southern Baptist
church planter and other
planters realized the need to
reach college students with the
gospel. So in 2007 they formed
Resonate Network, a closely
connected group of churches in
the Pacific Northwest with the
mission to plant churches on
college campuses. They have
now sent teams to 12 college
campuses and are working
toward planting nine more
churches by the end of 2021,
totaling 21 churches. Early in
2019, Preston met Kyle, a
young entrepreneur with a loose
Christian background. After
high school, his life seemingly
fell apart and he blamed God.
Overwhelmed, stressed, and
unable to find joy in anything,
Preston invited him to read the
Bible with him and friends.
After months of the Holy Spirit
working through Scripture,
Kyle began to express love for
God and is seeking to trust him.
Pray for people to commit to
a church plant and ministry.
Jul 9 – 15
Ross Frierson
Birthday: Jul 11
Ross and his family serve the
world from Cardiff, Wales, in
the United Kingdom. “We have

been a part of planning a church
in a very diverse part of innercity Cardiff, so we have the
privilege of having the nations
at our doorstep,” he says. There
are 20 nations represented in the
church of about 60 people. He
loves to see the church display
the gospel of Jesus well and the
most successful has been
providing a potluck lunch for
the community before the 3
p.m. Sunday worship. It gives
an excellent reason for guests to
walk
through
the
door.
Although troubles are not
unusual in Ross’ missions work,
he knows they can produce fruit
in his life.
He asks for prayer that he
would be “faithful to clearly
and boldly proclaim the
gospel.” Ask God to help Ross
and his wife, Dena, consistently
keep their gaze on Jesus.
Jul 16 - 22
Jon Sedgwick
Birthday: Jul 18
Jon and his wife, Rhadonda,
are in the beginning stages of
planting a church in East
Moline, IL, where much of the
community don’t know Jesus

and see churches as oldfashioned or irrelevant. One of
their strategies for sharing with
to the community that God
loves and sees them is to knock
on doors and ask how they can
pray for them. They hope that
will lead to sharing the gospel
or starting a Bible study in their
home. Jon says church planting
in his community is a slow
process and requires endurance
and patience to plant seeds.
Ask God to encourage Jon
and Rhadonda despite the
discouragements of church
planting.
Jul 23 – 31
Abby Roberts *
Birthday: Jul 25
As a third culture kid
educational consultant, Abby
helps families living on the
mission field make educational
decisions. One of the best parts
of her work is “equipping
families to stay on the field and
do what God has called them to
do because they’ve received the
help they need for their
children.
She serves the
missionaries in nine countries
by communicating via email
which is difficult. It can also be
challenging to help families
whose children are struggling
with learning and cultural
issues. Abby and her husband
live in Kyiv, Ukraine, and also
serve through their church
which was started five years
ago.
Ask God to give Abby and
her husband help staying “well
connected” with their 4 children
and 3 grandkids in the USA.
* Name changed for security
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Thank God for your freedom
by obeying His Word.

Safely Celebrate the 4th

