
 

 

     Many times today you can read 

or hear about someone who says 

our nationôs founding fathers did 

not intend this nation to be 

founded on Christian principles 

and, in fact, were not themselves 

believers or followers of Jesus.  If 

you really want to know the truth 

about the founding fatherôs 

intentions and their beliefs, all you 

have to do is read their own 

writings that are available at any 

library or on the internet.  The 

following are some facts gleaned 

from their writings and some 

quotes that show their intent and 

beliefs. 

 

Facts 

 

     Of the 55 signers of the 

Constitution, 29 were Anglican, 18 

were Calvinist, 2 were Methodist, 

2 were Lutheran, 2 were Roman 

Catholic, 1 drifted between Quaker 

and Anglican, and only 1 was a 

professing Deist ï Dr. Benjamin 

Franklin, who attended every kind 

of Christian worship, contributed 

to all denominations, and called for 

public prayer.  In 1892 the U.S. 

Supreme Court ordered a 

comprehensive study of the alleged 

connections between Christianity 

and our government.  After 

reviewing 15,000 items belonging 

to the founders including 

pamphlets, newspaper articles, 

books, monographs, etc. from 1706 

to 1805 scholars found that the 

Bible directly contributed to 34% 

of all the quotes of the founding 

fathers.  Of the other main sources 

the founders quoted, men like 

Montesquieu, Blackstone, Locke, 

and Pufendorf, etc., the scholars 

found that those men had taken 

60% of their quotes from the Bible.  

Thus the Bible accounts for 94% 

of the quotes of the founding 

fathers!  During the fighting of the 

Revolutionary War to free 

ourselves from the tyranny of 

British King George III, the 

Continental Army which was led 

by Gen. George Washington, had 

the motto, ñNo king but King 

Jesus!ò   

 

Quotes 

 

     James Madison, 4th President 

and Father of the Constitution: 

"We have staked the whole future 

of American civilization, not upon 

the power of government, far from 

it.  We have staked the future of all 

our political institutions upon the 

capacity of mankind for self-

government; upon the capacity of 

each and all of us to government 

ourselves, to control ourselves, to 

sustain ourselves according to the 

Ten Commandments of God. 

 

     John Jay, 1st Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court: "Providence 

has given to our people the choice 

of their rulers, and it is the duty, as 

well as the privilege of this 

Christian nation to select and 

prefer Christians for their rulers." 

 

     John Adams, 2nd President of 

the United States: "The general 

principles, on which the Fathers 

achieved independence, were the 

only Principles in which that 

beautiful Assembly of young 

Gentlemen could Unite... And 

what were these general 

Principles?  I answer, the general 

Principles of Christianity...." 

  

     John Quincy Adams, our 6th 

President and Son of John  Adams: 

ñThe highest glory of the
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Continued from page 1, ñQuotes é. 
American revolution was this: It 

connected in one indissoluble 

bond the principles of civil 

government with the principles 

of Christianity." 

 

     Thomas Jefferson, 3rd 

President and Author of the 

Declaration of Independence: 

"God who gave us life gave us 

liberty.  And can the liberties of 

a nation be thought secure when 

we have removed their only firm 

basis, a conviction in the minds 

of the people that these liberties 

are of the Gift of God?  That 

they are not to be violated but 

with His wrath?  Indeed, I 

tremble for my country when I 

reflect that God is just; that His 

justice cannot sleep forever."  

(Although there is some question 

about Jeffersonôs belief in Jesus, 

with a quote like this is there any 

question about his belief 

concerning the role of religion in 

American government and 

society?) 

 

     George Washington, 1st 

President and Commander-in-

Chief of the Continental Army: 

"It is the duty of all nations to 

acknowledge the providence of 

almighty God, to obey His will, 

to be grateful for His benefits, 

and humbly to implore His 

protection and favor." 

 

     Patrick Henry, American 

Statesman and Revolutionary 

Patriot: "It cannot be emphasized 

too strongly or too often that this 

great nation was founded, not by 

religionists, but by Christians; 

not on religions, but on the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  For this 

very reason peoples of other 

faiths have been afforded 

asylum, prosperity, and freedom 

of worship here." 

 

     Noah Webster, Father of 

American Education and Creator 

of our first dictionary: "The 

religion which has introduced 

civil liberty is the religion of 

Christ and his apostles,       

which enjoins humility, piety, 

and benevolence; which 

acknowledges in every person a 

brother, or a sister, and a citizen 

with equal rights.  This is 

genuine Christianity and to this 

we owe our free Constitutions of 

Government." 

 

     Samuel Adams, Father of the 

American Revolution: "Let 

divines and philosophers, 

statesmen and patriots, unite in 

their endeavors to renovate the 

age by impressing the minds of 

men with the importance of 

educating their little boys and 

girls, of inculcating in the    

minds of youth the fear and love 

of the Deity and universal 

philanthropy... in short, of 

leading them in the study and 

practice of the exalted virtues of 

the Christian system." 

 

     Gunning Bedford, a Signer of 

the Constitution and Delegate 

from Delaware: Bedford hailed 

from a state whose own 

constitution in Article XXII 

stated: ñEvery person who shall 

be chosen a member of either 

house, or appointed to any office 

or place of trusté shallé make 

and subscribe the following 

declaration, to wit: ñI, ________, 

do profess faith in God the 

Father, and in Jesus Christ His 

only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, 

one God, blessed forevermore; 

and I do acknowledge the holy 

scriptures of the Old and New 

Testament to be given by divine 

inspiration.ò 

 

     Fisher Ames, Massachusetts 

Congressman who suggested the 

wording of our First 

Amendment: ñShould not the 

Bible regain the place it once 

held as a schoolbook?  Its morals 

are pure, its examples are 

captivating and nobleé.  In no 

Book is there so good English, 

so pure and so elegant, and by 

teaching all the same they will 

speak alike, and the Bible will 

justly remain the standard of 

language as well as of faith.ò 

 

     Benjamin Franklin, Scientist 

and Statesman: ñHow has it 

happened, Sir, that we have not 

hitherto once thought of humbly 

appealing to the Father of    

lights to illuminate our 

understandings?  In the 

beginning of the contest with 

Great Britain, when we were 

sensible to danger, we had daily 

prayers in this room for Divine 

protection.  Our prayers, Sir, 

were heard and they were 

graciously answeredé.  I have 

lived, Sir, a long time and the 

longer I live, the more 

convincing proofs I see of this 

truth ï that God governs in the 

affairs of men.  ï And if a 

sparrow cannot fall to the ground 

without His notice, is it probable 

that an empire can rise without 

His aid?  We have been assured, 

Sir, in the sacred writings that 

óexcept the Lord build the house, 

they labor in vain that build it.ô  

éI firmly believe thiséò 

 

     If the founding fathers really 

believed that we shouldnôt be a 

ñChristian nationò they had a 

funny way of showing it in their 

writings and speeches. 
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Freedom.  This concept lies at the 

very core of the American ideal. 

Our Constitution grants that all 

people should have the right to 

pursue life, liberty, and the pursuit 

of happiness.  The Statue of Liberty 

stands off of our coast as a constant 

reminder of this freedom. 

 

Recently, I was reading Lincolnôs 

Emancipation Proclamation and 

something struck me as odd about 

it.  This document provided 

freedom to millions of people who 

were wrongly enslaved, but it told 

them nothing about how to use their 

freedom. 

 

Imagine being a slave 150 years ago 

without rights or property, then one 

day you were given your freedom 

and told to move on.  What would 

you do with your freedom?  Would 

you really know how to use your 

freedom? 

 

The Bible teaches that we were all 

slaves to sin (Romans 6:6); we were 

totally sinful in this state and 

separated from God.  This is why 

God sent his Son Jesus Christ to die 

on a cross for our sins.  Jesus Christ 

has set us free from our sins! 

Galatians 5:1 puts it this way, ñIt 

was for freedom that Christ has set 

us free!ò 

 

But how should we use this 

incredible gift of freedom?  Unlike 

the Emancipation Proclamation, 

Scripture clearly tells us how to use 

our freedom in Galatians 5:13-15. 

We are told that there are two ways 

we can use our freedom: (1) to 

serve ourselves or (2) to serve 

others. 

 

Do not turn  your freedom into an 

opportunity for the flesh, but 

through love serve one another. 

This verse contrasts two different 

ways we can use our freedom: (1) 

as an opportunity for the flesh or (2) 

to serve one another through love. 

 

For example, letôs say that you have 

a free evening.  You want to go 

home and watch your favorite show, 

but when you get home you see 

your sick neighborôs lawn is not 

mowed.  You are free in this 

situation to serve your desiresé or 

you are free to love your neighbor 

as yourself. 

 

For the whole Law is fulfilled in 

one word, in the statement, "You 

shall love your neighbor as 

yourself."  The whole point that the 

book of Galatians makes before this 

point is that we are free from Law, 

because we are justified by faith 

(i.e. made right with God through 

explicit trust in God rather than by 

earning his love).  So why are they 

bringing the Law back up?  

 

The point is this.  If we use our 

freedom to serve one another, we 

end up fulfilling the exact reason 

that God sent the Law in the first 

place.  The hundreds of Old 

Testament rules and regulations can 

be boiled down to just two 

according to Jesus ̍ love God with 

all our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength and love our neighbor as 

ourselves (Matthew 22:26-40). 

 

But if you bite and devour one 

another, take care that you are 

not consumed by one another.          

This is what happens if we each 

serve ourselves.  We are like 

animals attacking one another.  

 

Unfortunately, this is the direction 

many Americans have decided to 

take their civil freedom.  Think of 

abortion as an example.  Much of 

the debate is centered on the 

freedom of the mother to end the 

life of her unborn child.  This is not 

serving another, but pure 

selfishness. 

 

The ultimate root of selfishness is 

sin.  A few verses later, the book of 

Galatians says, ñNow the deeds of 

the flesh are evident, which are: 

immorality, impurity, sensuality, 

idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 

jealousy, outbursts of anger, 

disputes, dissensions, factions, 

envying, drunkenness, carousing, 

and things like these, of which I 

forewarn you, just as I have 

forewarned you, that those who 

practice such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of God.ò 

 

The Bible teaches that if these traits 

are present in our lives, we are not 

spiritually free.  We are slaves of 

sin, which means we cannot stop 

sinning.  If you find yourself caught 

in these things today, I urge you to 

cast yourself on the mercy of Jesus 

Christ. 

THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTIAN  FREEDOM  
A STUDY ON GALATIANS 5:13-15 

 

 

ñFor you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity 

for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in 

the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  But if you bite 

and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.ò (Galatians 5:13-15 NASB) 
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Happy Fourth of July!  

 

     We celebrate our country.  As we picnic, watch parades, 

and see fireworks, let us thank God for our freedom. 

 

     As we send out this newsletter, we pray for each one 

receiving it.  Then, our prayers and concerns go beyond to 

our city, state, nation, and world. 

 

     From Roanoke we give support to missionaries at home 

and in the far places of the earth.  Sometimes all we can do 

is pray and if this is so, God understands our hearts. 

 

     We would like to share with you all that Jesus means to 

us.  Most of all, we want to tell you that he loves you.  God 

hovers over Kansas City.  How much he would like to be in 

your life.  There he would provide perfect peace and a 

calmness of the mind which are not available anywhere else. 

 

     And questions?  If you have questions, call or e-mail us 

and weôll help you find answers in Godôs word.  We care. 
 

        In Christian Love, 

       Alice Claire Butler 

Pantry ñPleasò  
 

And 
 

Thank You 
 

Thank you for your 

response to our pleas for 

June.  We hope you will 

help us with some of the 

following items for July. 

 
1. Canned or Dry Soup 

 

2. Boxed Potato Mixes 

 

3. Bottled Juice 

 

4.  Deodorant Sticks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US 
 

Meeting:  Jul 22 

 

Carry-in lunch:  Noon 

 

Mission Study:  1 p.m. 

Spotlight 

on 

Missions 

Spotlight 

on 

Missions 
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     Our Summer Reading Club began on June 2 and we 

already have people enjoying all the good books we have for 

you to read.   
 

Do you enjoy a good mystery? 
 

     The library has some      

that are very suspenseful.  

ñSubmergedò by Alton 

Gansky is a really good one.  

In 1974 four people were 

involved in an adventure.  

They are Henry Sacks, Monte 

Grant, Cynthia Wagner and 

Dr. Victor Zeisler.  Years later 

Monte Grant and Cynthia Wagner mysteriously die, 

and Sacks is in the hospital fighting for his life.  The 

mystery of the deaths and the sickness of his father 

leads Perry Sacks on a new adventure. 

 

     There are two other books about the adventures of 

Perry Sacks, ñA Treasure Deepò and ñBeneath the 

Ice.ò 

 

     Also, there are ñMysteries by Margaret Truman,ò 

ñTea Shop Mystery,ò and ñIvy Malone Mystery.ò  

These are just a few of the many mystery books we 

have.  We hope you will take time to enjoy some or 

all of them this summer. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                July Cupcakes 
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Business Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 22nd ï 11:00 am 

            July Birthdays 
 

Jul 7           Maxine Floyd 

Jul 17            Jim Drummond 

Jul 26           Terry Bock 
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     Please join us in praying for 

these individuals who have 

accepted Jesusô Lordship and 

are serving him in mission 

work. 

 

Jul 1 ï 8 

 

Anthony Shelton 

Birthday:  Jul 7 

 

     Anthony and his family 

serve in Uganda where Anthony 

is the headmaster for the 

Uganda Baptist Seminary.  ñIt is 

an amazing opportunity to train 

these leaders in the Bible, 

theology, preaching, etc.  This 

training has a wide impact 

across the region,ò he says.  His 

oldest daughter, 14-year-old 

Karis, joined Rift Valley 

Academy ï a boarding school 

for missionary children ï last 

year.  Next month, 13-year-old 

Sophia will join her sister at the 

academy.  A few years ago, his 

wife Misty was diagnosed with 

a autoimmune disease and they 

were near to having to leave the 

field when God intervened and 

allowed her to find a way of 

managing it.  They praise God 

for this gift of being allowed to 

continue to serve. 

     Pray for the girls at the 

academy as they study, make 

friends, and are invested in by 

the missionary staff. 

 

Jul 9 ï 15    

 

Gabriel Lara 

Birthday:  Jul 14 

     Gabriel leads a church that 

ministers to Hispanics living in 

and near Lompoc, California.  

Many of the residents come 

from a Catholic background and 

are hesitant to accept a message 

of salvation apart from the 

Catholic faith.  ñItôs difficult to 

penetrate lostness, especially in 

the Catholic population,ò he 

says.  Often it takes a story of 

Godôs movement to soften 

hearts toward him.  A year ago, 

a church member gave birth to a 

little boy who had heart disease.  

Church members prayed for the 

babyôs healing and God 

provided an amazing miracle 

which was recognized by the 

community. 

     Pray that pastors and leaders 

of the various Southern Baptist 

conventions and agencies will 

have Godôs wisdom and power 

in penetrating darkness with the 

light of his love. 

 

Jul 16 - 22    

 

Kelly Martinez 

Birthday:  Jul 21 

 

    Kelly and her husband, Rick, 

have served 15 years with the 

International Mission Board in 

Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela, and 

now Mexico City.  For most of 

that time her main focus has 

been caring for her three 

children and homeschooling 

them.  This was the first year 

the children attended an 

international school, and though 

it was difficult for all the 

family, Kelly has poured her 

heart and soul into helping her 

children to successful students 

and lights for the gospel with 

the other students.  She has also 

taken advantage of the natural 

connections she has with other 

parents and through the kidsô 

activities to share the gospel 

with many women.  They are 

hosting a team of university 

students for the summer. 

     Pray that the efforts of the 

team will reach far beyond this 

summer and open doors for the 

gospel and for churches to be 

planted. 

 

Jul 23 ï 31 

 

Joel Arrington 

Birthday:  Jul 28 

 

     Joel started and leads Church 

Without Walls in Delta, 

Colorado.  They have been 

meeting in his home and it was 

becoming too small so they 

looked for a building in which 

to meet.  The one they found 

was already under contract but a 

month later they were contacted 

that the sale had fallen through 

and the owner was eager to rent 

to them.  Church without Walls 

ministers to many families who 

have had a negative experience 

with church and religion.  

ñRugged individualism is the 

enemy of the gospel here,ò Joel 

says.  ñMany have the attitude, 

óI have made it just fine without 

God.  Why would I need him 

now?ôò 

     Pray that the church will 

reach the people of Delta. 

Pray For Our Missionaries 
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Celebrate the 4th safely 


