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Forward into 2021
The yuletide season is over
once again. With the malls and
many businesses forced to be
closed, we missed hearing “Jingle
Bells” several thousand times and
we missed the crowds pressing all
around us trying to get the same
thing for a gift. Most of 2020 was
a challenging year in many ways,
but as we look back over it, there
are reasons for gratitude as we
recall God’s protection and grace.
We live in a world filled with evil,
where people are killed while
going about normal activities,
where businesses are burned and
looted under the pretense of
righting some perceived injustice,
where
governments
seem
powerless to stop lawlessness but
exert their power to shut down
churches and try to keep believers
from worshipping and sharing
what Jesus has done for them and
all people. But we can’t afford to
start 2021 in frustration. I, like
you, have seen and experienced
God’s hand of protection and
mercy, even in the tough moments
of 2020.
As we look back over the year
and remember God’s provision, let
us rejoice in his love and care.
Sometimes, in the midst of

difficulties, it can be a challenge to
give God praise even though we
have seen and experienced His
love and faithfulness. If you find
yourself in this situation, the
Psalms are a great source of
encouragement to get you back on
track.

Then I called on the name of the
LORD: ‘LORD, save me!’ The
LORD is gracious and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
The LORD protects the unwary;
when I was brought low, he saved
me. Return to your rest, my soul,
for the LORD has been good to
you.” (Psalm 116:1-7)
How do we love God? We love
him by counting the many ways he
has been good to us and, as the
psalmist did, by sharing that and
his goodness with others.

For example, Psalm 116 is an
extraordinary expression of love
that could be titled: “How do I love
Thee, God?” In it, the psalmist
seems to ask that question and then
gives his answer by telling some
magnificent truths about God’s
goodness and deliverance.
“I love the LORD, for he heard
my voice; he heard my cry for
mercy. Because he turned his ear
to me, I will call on him as long as
I live.
The cords of death
entangled me, the anguish of the
grave came upon me; I was
overcome by distress and sorrow.

What does God desire? He
wants our humble thanks and
heartfelt gratitude. He wants us to
be hungry for life, to treasure every
day that he gives us.
When you have a quiet
moment, read the entire Psalm 116
and express your own heart of
gratitude to the LORD.
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Gold, Frankincense, & Myrrh
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh
– nearly any child can tell you
that these were the gifts the Magi,
or Wise Men, brought to Jesus.
The gift of gold we understand
because Mary and Joseph could
use it in raising Jesus.
But
frankincense and myrrh cause us
to puzzle and wonder what the
purpose was for them.
We know some factual
information about frankincense
and myrrh. Frankincense comes
from trees and myrrh comes from
bushes that grow along the coasts
of southern Arabia and Somalia.
When an incision is made in their
trunks or stems, sap oozes out and
hardens in a blob. The blobs are
collected and sold ounce by
precious ounce. The blobs are so
valuable because they have so
many uses for those who know
what to do with them and how to
do it.
Frankincense was part of the
mixture that was burned as an
offering to the Lord at the Temple
in Jerusalem. Myrrh was used
to embalm dead bodies. These
uses alone have led many
commentators to suggest that
frankincense and myrrh were only
symbolic gifts recognizing Jesus
as our High Priest and that he was
to be sacrificed for our sins.
While we may see these symbolic
meanings of the gifts, is it likely
that is what the Magi had in
mind? If so, why didn’t they give
the rest of the ingredients for the
offering?
And why give an
embalming spice way before it
was needed?

There are other reasons for the
Magi to give frankincense and
myrrh. Modern practitioners of
traditional and herbal medicines
consider these a very deluxe First
Century baby gift by truly wise
men. These were gifts that any
family would appreciate receiving
because they addressed problems
common to everyone – health and
well-being. Both frankincense
and myrrh are powerful medicines
and could be looked upon as a
present-day pediatrician in a jar
for a First Century family.

the healing benefits that are
sought. This was probably true of
the Magi as well. Perhaps when
they “opened their treasures,” as
Matthew 2:11 says, they were
imparting their own secret recipes
for healing cures. They were,
after all, the wise men of the East
and had a long history going all
the way back to before Daniel
upon which to base their
treatments.
But whether or not they gave
Mary
and
Joseph
dosage
information, one thing is sure:
the Wise Men gave us a lasting
example for worshipping Jesus
and giving good gifts.
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh
symbolize the worship of the
wise. That is what Jesus most
desires from us at this or any time
of the year.

Although frankincense and
myrrh each have their own
curative properties, both were
used in various ways to treat
everything from scratches and
bruises to common baby and
childhood illnesses. They were
also thought to have health and
psychological benefits for a new
mother. When mixed together in
different proportions and used in
a variety of folk-style treatments,
frankincense and myrrh became
an entire drugstore of powerful
medicines.
Even today, each practitioner
has his or her own secret
proportions,
additives
and
methods of application to provide

Offerings of gold are painfully
obvious.
He desires that we
worship him with contributions of
our “gold” (money) so that the
work of the Church, his body, can
be accomplished.
Offerings of frankincense and
myrrh are equally obvious when
you understand that they were
used to meet the healing needs of
people. In the same way, Jesus
desires that we worship him by
helping to meet the healing needs
of others.
As we offer Jesus our “gold,
frankincense, and myrrh,” we are
giving him the wisest and most
precious gifts that we have.
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Food for Thought
The Perfect Mistake
One day a carpenter built some crates for the
clothes his church was sending to an orphanage in
China. On his way home, he reached into his shirt
pocket for his glasses but they were gone. When he
mentally replayed his earlier actions, he realized that
the glasses must have slipped out of his pocket
unnoticed and fallen into one of the crates he had
nailed shut. His brand new glasses were heading for
China!
The Great Depression was at its height and he had
spent $20 for those glasses that very morning so he
was upset by the thought of having to buy another
pair. “It’s not fair,” he told God as he drove home in
frustration. “I’ve been very faithful in giving of my
time and money to your work, and now this.”
Months later, the director of the orphanage in
China was on furlough in the United States. He
wanted to visit all the churches that supported him, so
he came to speak one Sunday at the carpenter’s small
church.
The missionary began by thanking the people for
their faithfulness in supporting the orphanage. “But
most of all,” he said, “I must thank you
for the
glasses you sent last year. You see, the Communists
had just swept through the orphanage, destroying
everything, including my glasses. I was desperate.
Even if I had the money, there was simply no way of
replacing those glasses. Along with not being able to
see well, I experienced headaches every day, so my
coworkers and I were much in prayer about this.
Then your crates arrived. When my staff removed
the covers, they found a pair of glasses lying on top.
The missionary paused long enough to let his words
sink in. Then, still gripped with the wonder of it all,
he continued: “Folks, when I tried on the glasses, it
was as though they had been custom made just for
me! I want to thank you for being a part of that.”
The people listened, happy for the miraculous
glasses, but thinking the missionary surely must have
confused their church with another. There were no
glasses on their list of items to be sent overseas. But

sitting quietly in the back, with tears streaming down
his face, an ordinary carpenter realized the Master
Carpenter had used him in an extraordinary way.
When you want to blame God for what is
happening, remember the perfect mistake.
May GOD bless your new year with his perfect
mistakes.

The Richest Man In The Valley
A rich landowner named Carl often rode around
his vast estate so he could congratulate himself on his
great wealth. One day while riding around his estate
he saw Hans, an old tenant farmer, sitting under a
tree thanking God aloud for his food.
Carl
exclaimed, “If that was all I had to eat, I wouldn’t
feel like giving thanks.”
Hans replied, “God has given me everything I
need, and I’m thankful for it.” The old farmer added,
“It’s strange you should come by today because I had
a dream last night. In my dream a voice told me,
‘The richest man in the valley will die tonight.’ I
don’t know what it means, but I thought I ought to
tell you.”
Carl snorted, “Dreams are nonsense,” and
galloped away. But he couldn’t forget Hans’ words.
He was obviously the richest man in the valley, so he
invited his doctor to his house that evening to give
him a thorough examination.
“Carl, you are as strong and healthy as a horse.
There is no way you are going to die tonight.” said
the doctor. Nevertheless, for assurance, he stayed
with Carl, and they played cards through the night.
As the doctor left the next morning, Carl apologized
for being so upset over the old man’s dream.
At about nine o’clock, a messenger arrived at
Carl’s door. “What is it?” Carl demanded.
The messenger replied, “Its Old Hans. He died
last night in his sleep.”
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Pantry “Pleas”

Spotlight
on
Missions

And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
December. We hope you will
help us with some of these
items for January.
1. Canned or Dry Soup

“Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.”
2 Corinthians 5:17

2.

Canned Chili

3.

Peanut Butter and Jelly

4.

Canned Meats

Dear Friends,
Be encouraged. God’s mercies are new each morning. As you
wake up, tell Him you will let Him guide you. At night, thank Him for
protection and love. Everyone has had changes in their patterns of life
in 2020. In 2021, reach for the God for whom nothing is a surprise nor
is anything impossible and let Him guide every step each day.
Mission funds go where we cannot. In December we gave to the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for the International Mission Board
missionaries. 100 percent of the money goes directly to the
missionaries to fund their special requests above their usual support.
Lottie Moon served as a missionary in China, giving most of her
limited resources to meet needs around her. She was sick and weak as
she boarded a ship on Christmas Eve. Planning to return to America,
she went instead into the arms of Jesus. So we honor her work and
dedication each December. Roanoke also ministered to employees of
businesses along 39th Street and sent gifts to the Summit Care Center.
Money also went to places of need and to missionaries we support
from here in KC and around the world.
Happy New Year! We pray you will have a new awareness of Jesus
and His love. Look up! God is in control. We can count on His
faithfulness every day.

JOIN US
Meeting: Jan 10th
Carry-in lunch: Noon

Walk in newness of life,

Alice Claire Butler

Mission Study: 1 p.m.

5

Winter Reading Club

January Cupcakes
January Birthdays
Jan 3
Jan 13
Jan 23

Chris D.
Thomas C.
Gail A.

Our Winter Reading club has begun and will continue through March
28. There are lots of good books with which you can curl up in a chair or
on a sofa, avoid the cold winter air, and be transported to another place
and time. If you aren’t interested in fiction, there are great books on
history or the biographies of people. If you want to do some study about
biblical themes, we have commentaries and book studies for you. If you
just want some good poetry to read, we have that too. Come in and see
what is available. Check out a book. And enjoy exercising your mind.
You’ll find reading is as much fun as, or maybe even more fun than,
exercising your body.
Here are some books you might find interesting.

The Essential Guide to Spiritual Warfare
by Neil T. Anderson and Timothy M. Warner
Dangerous Illusions
by Irene Hannon
The Babylon Code
by Paul McGuire
and Troy Anderson
All for Jesus
By Franklin Graham
Chris

The Fall of Lucifer & The First Judgment
by Wendy Alec
The Hidden Dangers of the Rainbow
by Constance Cumby
The New Temple & the Second Coming
By Grant Jeffrey
The Lie
by Ken Ham
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and
are serving him in mission
work.
Jan 1 – 9
Sheri Norris
Birthday: Jan 9
Sheri and her husband, Billy,
serve as European Affinity field
medical coordinators and live in
Budapest, Hungary which is
centrally located in Europe.
Missionaries experience all the
same medical challenges as
anyone else. The Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering provides
medical insurance to address
these issues, but even insurance
is useless if no one can navigate
the path to get medical help.
Much of the work of Sheri and
Billy
involves
answering
medical questions, helping with
insurance matters, arranging
transportation for appointments
and just being available to
discuss the challenges of
obtaining medical care.
With
the
COVID-19
restrictions closing borders,
families are isolated and normal
avenues for health care have
been impacted. Pray for the
health and well-being of the
Norrises and all IMB personnel.
Jan 10 – 16
Kewon Foster
Birthday: Jan 16
Kewon and his wife,
Idalmis, officially launched Out
of Love Ministries (OOLM)
church in Atlanta, GA in
February, 2016.
Prior to

launch, they spent 30 months
developing relationships with
community
organizations,
schools, businesses, residents,
and apartment management in
Embry Hills, which is a racially
diverse community. OOLM has
impacted
the
community
through meeting basic needs
and by hosting outreach
initiatives such as back-toschool bashes, Backyard Bible
Clubs, Thanksgiving baskets,
Christmas giveaway parties, and
more,
despite
challenges
presented by the coronavirus
pandemic, cultural barriers, and
a lack of interest by many for
hearing the gospel. “it is most
rewarding to have kingdom
impact on the people with
whom I engage daily,” says
Kewon.
Pray for God to provide new
ways to connect with the
community, residents that will
be open to the gospel, for the
community of faith to draw
closer to God and each other.

doctor, and his daily clinic load
would make most doctors’
heads swim. With his staff of
30 Thai people, Doug sees
about 80 patients a day. The
team
includes
janitors,
groundskeepers, nurses, X-ray
techs, and pharmacy workers.
All are Christians and help
share the gospel.
In the
evenings after the clinic work,
Doug goes into neighboring
villages sharing the gospel
door-to-door and leading smallgroup Bible studies. Recently,
he and his staff started a church
with more than 40 adults in an
area where there has never been
a church. It is the first time
people in the area have seen
people worship God.
Ask God to help the church
to lead other people to become
believers.

Jan 17 - 23

Jordan and his wife, Jessica,
moved to Lakewood, CO, seven
years ago to help plant Calvary
Redeeming
Grace
Church
where as a pastor, he oversees
community engagement. He
says that in the secular and
pluralistic culture of the Denver
area,
many
people
are
indifferent or opposed to the
gospel. Recreation is an idol as
people find fulfillment in nature
and other pursuits. Jordan finds
that summer camps provide a
way to connect and share the
gospel.
Pray the camps will lead
many to believe and follow
Jesus.

Doug Derbyshire
Birthday: Jan 23
Doug and his wife, Cheryl,
have served Southeast Asian
peoples for 28 years. Doug is a

Jan 24 – 31
Jordan Branch
Birthday: Jan 30

A Community Outreach of

3950 Wyoming
Kansas City, MO 64111

Is it time yet, Father?

