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imagine every science
teacher has done this experiment
for their classes. First take an ice
cube and place it in a beaker.
Then, to show what happens with
the passage of time but speed up
the process, put the beaker over a
source of heat. As you watch, the
ice cube slowly becomes a small
amount of water and then the
water slowly begins to boil. After
a little more time the boiling
water begins to turn into vapor
and finally disappears from the
beaker.
The point of the
demonstration is that things
change with the passage of time.
Just a couple of months ago
the temperature began to change
and get cooler. The tree leaves
changed from a lush green to an
array of beautiful colors and then
fell to the ground. Then water
falling from clouds usually
change from rain to snow. Over
this time we have made the
transition from summer to winter.
Over the next four months of
2016, we will change again. The
temperature will get warmer, and
the water will change from snow
back to rain. Change is a basic
part of life.
I want to share some basics
about change that God tells us in
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, “There is a
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time for everything, and a season
for every activity under heaven: a
time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to
uproot, a time to kill and a time to
heal, a time to tear down and a
time to build, a time to weep and
a time to laugh, a time to mourn
and a time to dance, a time to
scatter stones and a time to gather
them, a time to embrace and a
time to refrain, a time to search
and a time to give up, a time to

keep and a time to throw away, a
time to tear and a time to mend, a
time to be silent and a time to
speak, a time to love and a time to
hate, a time for war and a time for
peace.”
Change is a reality of life
Life is constant change. It’s
like a river, continually flowing
and never the same twice. Every
day is filled with wins and losses,
opportunities taken and missed,
hurts and healings. It is just a part
of being alive. Think about your
life for a moment. How much has
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your life changed in the last ten
years? How many of you have
moved to a new home? How
many children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren have joined
your family? How many cars
have you owned in ten years?
How many of you have changed
jobs or retired in the past ten
years?
Change is a necessary part of
life and being alive. What would
happen if babies just stayed the
same and never changed? They
would never reach maturity, never
grow and never become what they
were meant to become. What
would happen if the weather
never changed? We would have
one season all of the time and lose
the cycle and balance that is
needed to sustain life. What
would happen if couples got
married and then never started
their lives together?
There
wouldn’t be much point in
marriage would there?
Change is a part of life but do
we truly have an accurate
understanding of what it really is?
Continued on page 2
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What is change?
For some people change is the
coins that they carry or have in a
dish at the house. The dictionary
defines change as a period of
transition, a type of movement or
doing something out of the
ordinary.
There are times when the
changes of life happen so fast or
so radically that we feel
overwhelmed
and
become
completely unsettled.
When
change seems to overwhelm you,
remember that the most important
things in life never change.
The most important
never change

things

Has the Word of God
changed? Have the provisions for
salvation changed?
Has the
promise of heaven changed?
Have any of these things changed
in the past ten years, what about
the past thirty years, the past one
hundred years or even in the past
one thousand years? None of
those have ever changed and
when your life swirls with change
you can take those promises to the
bank!
Here are some other
promises you can depend on
when changes in your life
overwhelm you.
The character of Jesus never
changes. Throughout the Old
Testament, prophets said that a
Messiah would come from God
who would save his people and
give them a right relationship
with God. They also said the
Messiah
would
be
called
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, and
Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:6); and

that his origin would be from the
distant past (Micah 5:2). Since
Jesus is God, he is the same
yesterday, today and forever.
When everything else in life falls
apart this is something you can
count on. Jesus came to earth and
was born as a baby so he could
show us what God is like and to
provide a way for everyone who
trusts him to have a right
relationship with God.
The love of Jesus never changes.
Jesus loved you enough to die as
a perfect sacrifice in your place so
he could offer you eternal life
even before you were born or ever
thought about him. If Jesus loved
you that much then and he never
changes, then his love for you
never changes. There is nothing
that you can do to change his love
for you.

The presence of Jesus never
changes. Jesus told the disciples
that he would be with them to the
very end of the age. His promise
is one that applies to you as well
as the first disciples. If you
believe Jesus is God and have
trusted his death to give you a
right relationship with God, then
he will never leave or forsake
you. His presence is with you
always and forever because Jesus
never changes!
Resistance to change
Why do people resist change?
For centuries people believed that

Aristotle was right when he said
that the heavier an object was the
faster it would fall to earth.
Aristotle was regarded as the
greatest thinker of all times and
surely he couldn’t be wrong, so
everybody believed his statement.
All it would have taken to prove
or disprove his statement was for
one brave person to take two
objects – one heavy and one light,
and drop them from a great height
to see whether or not the heavier
object landed first. But no one
stepped forward until nearly 2000
years after Aristotle’s death. In
1589, Galileo summoned learned
professors to the base of the
Leaning tower of Pisa. Then he
went to the top and pushed off
two weights, one weighing ten
pounds and the other one-pound.
Both landed at the same time.
But the power of belief in the
conventional wisdom of Aristotle
was so strong that the professors
denied what they had seen. They
continued to say Aristotle was
right. With his telescope, Galileo
proved the theory of Copernicus,
that the earth was not the center of
the universe – that the earth and
the planets revolve around the
sun. Yet, when he tried to change
people’s beliefs, he was thrown
into prison and spent the rest of
his life under house arrest.
All this happened because of
resistance to change. There are a
number of reasons why people
resist change. It disrupts routine.
It creates fear of the unknown.
The purpose of the change is
unclear at times, so it creates a
fear of failure. The reward for
changing sometimes doesn’t
match the effort it requires. Some
people are too satisfied with the
way things are to accept change.
Continued on page 3
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Change won’t happen when
people engage in negative
thinking. Negative thinkers find
disappointment in the future. A
sign in an office building
described this type of thinking
Don’t look –
you might see.
Don’t listen –
you might hear.
Don’t think –
you might learn.
Don’t make a decision –
you might be wrong.
Don’t’ walk –
you might stumble.
Don’t’ run –
you might fall.
Don’t live –

into the Kingdom of Christ! We
are not meant to fear change but
rather to embrace and even help
create it!
Throughout the Bible, God has
used people to fulfill his purpose
for humanity and to complete his
mission.
The fact that God
chooses to use weak, feeble
human beings to complete his
mission and purpose for this
world is a testament to his grace,
love, and power. Think about it.
God used Moses, an unwilling
shepherd to lead his people out of
the bondage of Egypt. God used
David, a shepherd boy to do what
no soldier in Israel would do, kill
a giant. God used Nehemiah, an
enslaved food taster to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem in just a few
months.
God used Peter, an
uneducated fisherman to preach
the greatest sermon in church
history.
God used Paul, a
persecutor of the church to plant
churches all over the ancient
world.

you might die.
I would add one more thought
to this depressing list.
Don’t change –
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into a man, he told his disciples
that change was coming. He said
he was going to leave and prepare
a place for them and that he
would return someday to get them
so they could be with him. But he
knew they needed help dealing
with the change that would come
into their lives, so he promised to
send the Holy Spirit to be their
counselor and helper to guide
them and give them the power
they would need to change and
grow.
God has always provided for
those who follow him.
Paul
wrote to the Philippians, “My
God will meet all your needs
according to his glorious riches in
Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:19)
How should we respond to
change? Remember that God
provides everything we need to
respond to change without having
any fear about what is happening
or may happen.
He already
knows what change is going to
happen and knows what we will
need to be able to live with that
change. The Holy Spirit will
provide everything we need
according to God’s riches in
glory. So have NO fear … the
Holy Spirit IS here!

you might grow.
Change is the only way we grow
From the very first birth to
Adam and Eve, babies have had
to change to grow.
God
established
change
as
a
fundamental law of the physical
universe. For things to grow,
whether it is a flower, a crystal,
an animal, or an organization, it
has to change. Jesus called his
church to look to and expect
change. Our greatest task as
Christians is to help people find
the change that will bring them

What has really changed from
that time until now? Today is no
different than those days. Jesus is
searching right now for people
who will simply answer his call,
stand for his truth, follow his lead,
and be his change agent in their
corner of the world.
Jesus provides all we need for
change
The night before Jesus fulfilled
God’s purpose for having him
come to earth as a baby and grow
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
December. We hope you
will help us with some of
the following items for
January.
1. Canned Meat

Dear Friends,
The old year is going – let it go! Sometimes I wish I could see
the road ahead. Looking back I’m grateful I didn’t. Did those
who wandered in the wilderness for 40 years finally feel the same
way after staying there for 30 years?

2. Canned Ravioli, etc.
3. Toaster Pastries

Making plans for the new year is in my thoughts. I want to
understand about God’s plan for my life and how to implement it.
Wait!!! That is a day by day journey leaving room for God to
direct our paths and act to prepare the way.
Roanoke Church wants to speak the truth in love and
sometimes for a person to respond to that truth means being
willing to change and go down the path God directs. Being
renewed in the spirit of our minds we give glory to God and let
Jesus shine through all our activities.
We continue to support our missionaries and agencies who put
God first and go down paths that glorify God and help people
learn about Jesus and how to let him be the Lord of their lives.
Join us in prayer that people in our neighborhood will learn about
Jesus and let him be in charge of the way they live each day.
We are praying for you that you will discover God’s best for
your life in 2020 as you let him be in control each day.

JOIN US
Meeting: Jan 12
Carry-in lunch: Noon

Love and blessings,

Alice Claire Butler

Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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January Cupcakes
January Birthdays
Jan 23

Gail Aggen

A snow storm was here to announce that winter has arrived,
but you wouldn’t have known it on Christmas Day. It was one of
the area’s warmest Christmas days and it was brown – not white –
so everyone had a lot of fun outdoors.
Our Winter Reading Club began on Dec 29, 2019 and will end
on Mar 29, 2020. There is a wonderful selection of both fiction
and non-fiction books in the library from which to choose one to
read. Select a book from a favorite author, or better yet, try a new
author, or one of the books listed below. Whichever book you
choose, you won’t be disappointed and will have a good time
reading!
After the Boxes are Unpacked
by Susan Miller
Men in Black
by Mark Levin

Gail

War Room
by Chris Fabry

Warmth Tree

Three Times Blessed
by Lori Copeland
Finding Favor with the King
by Tommy Tenney
Maggie Bright
by Traci Groot
Fields of Grace
by Hannah Luce

Our Warmth Tree
produced a wonderful
crop of warm items
which will be delivered
to a shelter or thrift
store this month.
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Jan 1 – 8
Harold Garrett
Birthday: Jan 4
Harold and his wife, Esther,
first visited Israel after he had
retired from the Navy and was
working in the information
technology field. He says the trip
inspired in them a love for Israel
and its people.
Though the
couple had moved extensively
during his Navy career, they had
settled in Arkansas and had no
plans to change. After God spoke
to them, they traveled to
Switzerland and provided child
care for the European Baptist
Convention. They also served as
missionary volunteers through the
International Mission Board in
Israel and later ministered to 500
churches in northeast Arkansas as
self-funded missionaries with the
North American Mission Board. I
am 79, but until God calls me
home, I’ll serve him and seek his
will. What’s next? God is good
all the time, but the best is yet to
come.
Pray for Harold’s son, Randy,
who recently returned to church.
Jan 9 – 15
Amy Barbour
Birthday: Jan 11
In a corner shop near the
grocery store where Amy shops, a
man from Pakistan operates a
phone shop. He has become a
dear friend to Amy and her

husband, Chuck. He shares meals
and true “soul” conversations”
with them and even visited their
church one Sunday.
The
Barbours have been praying for
him for nearly four years, “not too
long to pray and patiently invest
in a relationship that will, God
willing, free him to worship God
through Jesus Christ as Savior,”
Amy says. In her English as a
second language classes, Amy
daily encounters a “mélange” of
people who are unreached
migrants from distant countries
including
Ghana,
Senegal,
Somalia,
Nigeria
and
the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo.
She understands the
separation her students feel as
they are the only representatives
in their city. They have one son
still at home, but their two oldest
children are now living in the
United States.
Pray Amy’s relationships with
her students will extend from the
classroom into the lives and
homes of the students.

and no one believed or helped
her, she became bitter toward
church and God.
She later
married a man who became
addicted to drugs. When that
marriage failed, she married two
more times, but both times the
men cheated on her. For nine
years she has been living with
Adam*, with whom she has two
children.
He has proposed
marriage several times but she has
refused to consider it.
After
meeting Jon, a church planter and
pastor, eventually Adam and
Kelly came to church and her
heart has become softened toward
marriage and she wants to make
their relationship right before
God.
Pray that Adam and Kelly will
learn and grow as they attend one
of the church’s small groups.

Jan 16 - 22

The oldest church building in
the ancient Macedonian city of
Prilep dates from 1295, and the
traditional beliefs of the people
seem to date that far back as well,
says Kyle. “It is easy to begin a
gospel conversation with a
Macedonian but difficult for them
to see their need for salvation,”
says Kyle, who serves in Prilep
with his wife, Jackie.
“The
vaccine of traditional faith has
inoculated them against the
gospel message of repentance and
belief.
Pray for church plants in Prilep
and Skopje and for their leaders to
mature in faith and lead the
churches to grow and multiply.

Jon Willhite
Birthday: Jan 28
Kelly* was raised in church,
but when the janitor abused her

* Names changed.

Jan 23 – 31
Kyle Kirkpatrick
Birthday: Jan 30
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