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At the beginning of each New
Year people traditionally make
resolutions. They look back at
what they did in the old year and
see results of those actions that
they didn’t like. So they resolve
to act in a new way they hope
will make the New Year better
than the old year.
The problem is that most of
us
generally
break
our
resolutions shortly after we make
them. Sometimes a resolution
doesn’t even make it through one
day before it is broken. To
remedy this situation, one

resolution.
There is a better way to make
the New Year better than the old
year without making a resolution
and trying to keep it. The first
thing to do is the same thing you
do before making a resolution –
look back at the past year. But
instead of just looking at what
happened that you didn’t like,
look also at what happened that
you did like. Make two lists –
one list of things not to do so the
bad things won’t happen again
and the second list of things to do
so the good things will happen

individual claimed that he was
only going to make one
resolution – not to make any
resolutions. Of course, he broke
his resolution as he put the period
at the end of writing his

again.
Take your two lists and tape
them to the mirror where you
brush your teeth, comb your hair,
shave, put on make-up, or
whatever you do every morning
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to get ready to face the day.
Then, as you start each “new”
day, make a resolution for just
that day to do what you have put
on your “to do” list and not to do
what you have put on your “not
to do” list.
In this way you don’t have to
face trying to keep a resolution
for 365 days. It is a difficult task
to keep a resolution for a whole
year. So when we fail to keep it
on one day we have failed for
another year. In this plan, all you
have to do is keep a resolution
for one day. And if you fail on
one day, the next day is a “new”
day and a new chance to keep
your resolution.
If you really want 2019 to be
better than 2018, don’t make any
resolutions, whether for the year
or each day of the year. Instead,
start each day with the following
prayer: “Just a closer walk with
thee. Grant it Jesus is my plea.
Daily walking close to thee, let
it be, dear Lord, let it be.”
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A man and his wife
traveled to England to
celebrate their 25th wedding
anniversary.
While
shopping in a lovely antique
store, the husband noticed a
beautiful teacup.
As he
picked it up to admire its
delicate, yet colorful design,
the teacup suddenly spoke to
him.
“You don’t understand –
I haven’t always been a
teacup. There was a time
when I was just a lump of
clay. My master took me
and rolled me and patted me
over and over – so much so
that I yelled out, Leave me
alone! But he only smiled
and replied, ‘Not yet.’ Then
I was placed on a spinning
wheel. Spinning round and
round and getting dizzier by
the minute, I screamed, Stop
it please! But the master
only nodded and said, ‘Not
yet.’
“Then he put me in an
oven. I’d never felt such
heat! I yelled! I knocked at
the oven door. I could see
him through the opening and
could read his lips as he
shook his head, ‘Not yet.’
“Finally the door opened
and he put me on the shelf to

cool. That’s better I sighed.
“Soon he picked me up
and began to brush me all
over with bright paint.
Though the colors were
magnificent, the fumes were
overwhelming. I thought I
would gag. Choking out
Stop it, he again said, ‘Not
yet.’
“Where do you think he
then placed me? Back into
an oven that was twice as
hot as the first. I knew I
would suffocate. I begged, I
pleaded, and I cried. All the
time he shook his head, ‘Not
yet.’

There certainly could be
no hope. I would never
make it. Ready to give up, I
realized the door opened and
he again took me out and
placed me on a shelf to cool.
“He brought a mirror and
said, ‘Look at your image.’
That’s not me.
That
couldn’t be me.
It’s
beautiful – I’m beautiful, I
exclaimed!
“‘I
want
you
to

remember,’ he said. ‘I know
it hurt to be rolled and
patted, but left as a lump,
you would have dried up. I
know it made you dizzy to
be spun around on the
wheel, but if I had stopped
you would have crumpled. I
know the oven was hot and
disagreeable, and the paint
fumes were horrible, but you
wouldn’t have hardened
properly nor had any color
in your life. Now you are a
finished product and just
what I had in mind when I
first began with you.’”
As the man listened to
the teacup’s story, he
appreciated all that went
into making such a beautiful
object.
Friends, that’s life as
well. Sometimes we find
ourselves with decisions
to make that leave us
feeling dizzy. Often, life’s
pressures and circumstances
seem like a fiery oven. But
the Lord, our Master, has a
plan for each one of us and
he too may be saying, “Not
yet,” all the while knowing
that the finished product will
be just what he had in mind
when he began with us. All
we need to do is trust him to
bring his plan to completion.
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’Twas the Night Jesus Came
’Twas the night Jesus came
and all through the house,
not a person was praying,
not one in the house.
The Bible was left on
the shelf without care,
it's hopes and promises
all buried there.

The light of his face
made me cover my head.
It was Jesus returning
just like he'd said.
And though I possessed
great wisdom and wealth,
I cried when I saw him
in spite of myself.

I stood and I cried
as they rose out of sight.
If only I’d known
that this was the night.

And Mom in her rocker
with baby on her lap
was watching the Late Show
while I took a nap.

And then I awoke,
this dream such a fright.
‘Twas the night BEFORE!
There’s still time to get right.

When out of the east
there arose such a clatter,
I sprang to my feet to
see what was the matter.

(Adapted from a poem by Dianne
Frances Donenfeld.)

Away to the window
I flew like a flash,
tore open the shutters
and threw up the sash.

With a light like the sun
sending forth a bright ray,
I knew in a moment
this must be the day.

And then in a twinkling
they rose without sound,
all of his chosen
were now Heaven bound.
I fell to my knees
but it was too late.
I waited too long
thus sealing my fate.

The children were dressing
to crawl into bed,
not once ever kneeling
or bowing their head.

What to my wondering
eyes should appear,
but angels proclaiming
that Jesus was here.

were written with love,
he gathered to take
to his Father above.

The Book of Life
he held in his hand
contained the name
of every saved man.
He spoke not a word
but searched for my name.
When he said “it’s not here”
my head hung in shame.
The people whose names

If you aren’t sure you’re ready for
Jesus to return, please consider
this. He doesn’t want to leave
anyone behind, but he can’t take
with him anyone who hasn’t
trusted his death to give them a
right relationship with God, his
Father. Trusting Jesus begins
with recognizing that you have
been disobeying God and trying
to be the god of your life. Then
ask Jesus to control your life so
you can learn how to live in your
new relationship with God.
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Pantry “Pleas”

Spotlight
on
Missions

And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
December. We hope you
will help us with some of
the following items for
January.
1. Jello (all flavors)

Dear Readers,
Trying to put together a manger scene, I found all the pieces and
soon had it put up beside the tree. Then I noticed – there was no
baby Jesus!! Back to the box I went and there, in a corner of the
box, he lay.

2.

Canned Chili

3.

Dry Soup Mixes

4.

Kleenex Tissue

I wondered if I had put him in the corner of my life. My
resolution in early 2018 had been to become more intimate with
him. Now I made a new resolution. Never would I leave him in a
corner of my life in 2019.
Have you made such a plan? My prayer for you is that you will
live so that Christ is truly close in your heart. I’ll check with you in
2020 to see how we measured up to our resolution.
Our mission at Roanoke remains the same: Make Jesus the
focus of all we do. This past month we witnessed up and down 39th
street, giving treats and messages to employees of the businesses.
Some of them remembered us from past years. We gave cookies
and tracts in many ways to people. Beyond this, we continued
support of missionaries and groups of like-minded agencies.
For now – be blessed in the knowledge that God loves you and
sent Jesus to show the way to a new life with him and made it
possible by his death on a cross to pay the penalty we deserve for
being disobedient and trying to be god in our life.
Blessings,

Alice Claire Butler
Happy New Year!

JOIN US
Meeting: Jan 13th
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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Happy New Year from your church library!

Winter Cupcakes
January Birthdays
Jan 23

Gail Aggen

Gail

Warmth Tree

Our Warmth Tree
produced a wonderful
crop of warm items
which will be delivered
to a shelter this month.

I hope you are looking forward to another year of great
reading – the library is full, almost to overflowing, with
good books to read. Also, the Winter Reading Club began
Dec 30th, so please come by and check out a good book!
Here is some information about one of my favorite authors,
Frank Peretti.
Frank wrote his first adventure story for kids – The Door
in the Dragon’s Throat – while he was working at a ski
factory in 1985. A year later he published This Present
Darkness, his most famous and popular book to this date.
Three years later he followed it with a sequel, Piercing the
Darkness. Then he took the characters from his first kid’s
book and used them to write three more “Indiana Jones”
style adventure books and made them into the Cooper Kids
Adventure Series.
During the 1990s, he finished four more books for the
Cooper Kids series, and wrote Prophet, The Oath, and The
Visitation. With the turn of the century, he turned from
fiction to write No More Victims, No More Bullies, and an
autobiographical work, The Wounded Spirit. During the rest
of the 2000 decade, he wrote two books for the Veritas
Project series for teens, Hangman’s Curse and Nightmare
Academy. He also wrote Monster and co-authored House
with Ted Dekker. House was made into a movie which
debuted in 2008.
His latest work, Illusion, was published in 2012. In our
library, we have twenty-one of the twenty-three books that
he has written for you to enjoy. So, check one out and enjoy
reading what this remarkable author has written for us.
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Jan 1 – 8
Cheryl Derbyshire
Birthday: Jan 5
For more than 25 years, Cheryl
and her husband, Doug, have
faithfully served the people of
Thailand.
They are currently
team leaders for the rural central
Thai people group and have
recently assumed responsibility
for the new Central Thai language
center for Bangkok.
Cheryl
manages Thai Country Trim
(TCT), a women’s cottage
ministry that makes Christmas
ornaments and handbags sold in
Europe and the United States.
Cheryl is logistics coordinator for
eight mobile medical clinics they
run each year. Cheryl says, “My
challenges are finding ways to
share the gospel to our over 300
employees at TCT who have
heard it weekly, some for over 30
years and still are not believers.
We have seen the Lord save many
and change their whole families
for eternity.”
Pray for Cheryl to balance
busyness
with
spiritual
nourishment.
Jan 9 – 15
William Johnson
Birthday: Jan 12
Montana is the fourth largest
state in the US, but it is
predominantly rural. Only one
city, Billings, has a population of
more than 100,000 people.

Scattered among the numerous
towns and villages are just 139
Baptist churches.
William’s
calling is to recruit and support
church planters who desire to start
churches in Montana. He also
encourages existing churches to
become involved in church
planting. “Montana is a beautiful
state and many people enjoy a
variety of recreational activities –
hiking, camping, fishing, hunting,
rafting, biking, and snow skiing,”
says William.
“However,
Montana ranks first in the country
in per capita suicides and DUI
fatalities.” Church planters who
come to Montana face many
difficulties, but they remain
faithful to the call.
Pray for William to remain
faithful in serving God, his
family, Montana, and the church
planters he equips. Pray for God
to call more church planters to
Montana.
Jan 16 - 22
Misti Shelton
Birthday: Jan 19
A third culture kid (TCK) is a
child from any country whose
parents have brought them to
another country because of their
job. Sadly, many of them are not

disciple through church programs
such as Sunday School, VBS, or
Christian camps during their
childhood, so it is not wonder
many ask why they would want a
Bible at home. Misti runs a
cottage school in Sub-Saharan
Africa and has seen many TCK’s
respond in faith to Christ and be
baptized in the Nile River beside
their school.
Misti requests prayer for adults
in areas where there are TCKs to
be intentional about pouring into
them as they grow in their faith
and influence with other TCKs.
Jan 23 – 31
Christian Williams
Birthday: Jan 26
Leading a church can be
difficult, especially when key
decisions must made regarding
the church’s vision and direction.
Christian, pastor of The Grove
Church in Gladstone, MO, led the
church to adopt a path some
members questioned.
One
member asked to talk with
Christian and as they spoke,
Christian realized that the
member’s concern sprang from
his personal appreciation for the
role the church played in helping
him and his wife grow in their
faith. “What started as a difficult
conversation ended as a great
encouragement,” Christian says.
“They’ve
since
made
commitments to discipleship
training and are playing key roles
in serving others.”
Pray members of The Grove
Church will express love to one
another in a way that is
compelling to the community
around them.
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