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February 14 is Valentine’s
Day, the day of love. It is a day
of sending greeting cards
expressing our affection for
special people in our lives.
Everyone knows that! But why
February 14th? How did that date
get selected for the honor?
According to the World Book
Encyclopedia there are at least
two versions of how February 14
came to be a day celebrating
love.
One idea is that it sprang from
the ancient Roman festival of
Lupercalia, held on February 15
for protection from wolves.
During the celebration, young
men would strike women with
whips made of animal hide. As
unromantic and weird as it
sounds, women gladly took the
blows because they thought the
whipping would give them
fertility.
The second idea is that the
day got its name and purpose
from one of two saints named
Valentine. One Valentine was a
priest during the reign of the
Roman Emperor Claudius II.
The emperor forbade young men
in the A.D. 200s to marry
because he thought they made
better soldiers. Valentine defied
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the emperor by secretly marrying
young couples.
The other Valentine was the
friend of many children. They
missed his teaching when he was
imprisoned for refusing to
worship the Roman gods. So,

the children tossed loving notes
through the bars of the window
in his cell to let him know they
cared for him.
Most stories
have Valentine being executed
on February 14 about A.D. 270.
Pope Gelasius later named
February 14 as the day to honor
Saint Valentine.
Regardless of whether either
of these stories have any part in
the origin of Valentine’s Day, the
fact remains that it is a day when
most people think about openly
showing their love for someone
else by giving them a card and
maybe a special gift. That is
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exactly what God did when he
sent his Son to die as payment
for the penalty that people
deserve for disobeying him.
That is what Jesus told
Nicodemus, a Pharisee who was
a member of the Jewish ruling
council: “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16)
Jesus also told his disciples:
“As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. … My
command is this: Love each
other as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his
friends.” (John 15:9, 12-13)
The truth of the origin of the
day probably is a mixture of the
ideas combined with the idea that
springtime is a time for lovers.
Whatever the origin, enjoy
expressing your love by sending
someone a valentine.
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During the waning years of the
depression in a small southeastern
Idaho community, I used to stop by
Mr. Miller's roadside stand for
farm-fresh produce. Food and
money were still extremely scarce
and bartering was used,
extensively.
One particular day Mr.
Miller was bagging some early
potatoes for me. I noticed a small
boy, ragged but clean, hungrily
apprising a basket of
freshly picked green peas. I paid
for my potatoes but was also
drawn to the display of fresh green
peas. I am a pushover for creamed
peas and new potatoes. Pondering
the peas, I couldn't help overhearing the conversation
between Mr. Miller and the ragged
boy next to me.
“Hello Barry, how are you
today?”
“H’lo, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank
ya. Jus’ admirin’ them peas ... sure
look good.”
“They are good, Barry. How’s
your Ma?”
“Fine. Gittin’ stronger alla’
time.”
“Good. Anything I can help
you with?”
“No, Sir. Jus’ admirin’ them
peas.”
“Would you like to take some
home?”
“No, Sir. Got nuthin’ to pay for
‘em with.”
“Well, what have you to trade
me for some of those peas?”
“All I got’s my prize marble
here.”
“Is that right? Let me see it.”
“Here ‘tis. She's a dandy.”
“I can see that. Hmmmm, only
thing is this one is blue and I sort
of go for red. Do you have a red
one like this at home?”

“Not ‘zackley ...but, almost.”
“Tell you what. Take this sack
of peas home with you and next
trip this way let me look at that red
marble.”
“Sure will. Thanks, Mr.
Miller.”
Mrs. Miller, who had been
standing nearby, came over to help
me. With a smile she said: “There
are two other boys like him in our
community all three are in very
poor circumstances. Jim just loves
to bargain with them for peas,
apples, tomatoes or whatever.
When they come back with
their red marbles, and they always
do, he decides he doesn't like red
after all
and he
sends
them
home
with a
bag of
produce
for a
green or
orange one, perhaps.”
I left the stand, smiling to
myself, impressed with
this man. A short time later I
moved to Colorado but I never
forgot the story of this man, the
boys and their bartering.
Several years went by each
more rapid than the previous one.
Just recently I had occasion to visit
some old friends in that Idaho
community and while I was there
learned that Mr. Miller had died.
They were having his viewing
that evening and
knowing my friends wanted to go,
I agreed to accompany them.
Upon our arrival at the mortuary
we fell into line to meet the
relatives of the deceased and
to offer whatever words of comfort

we could.
Ahead of us in line were
three young men. One was in an
army uniform and the other two
wore nice haircuts, dark suits and
white shirts ... very professional
looking. They approached Mrs.
Miller standing, smiling and
composed, by her husband's
casket. Each of the young men
hugged her, kissed her on the
cheek, spoke briefly with her and
moved on to the casket.
Her misty light blue eyes
followed them as, one by one, each
young man stopped briefly and
placed his own warm hand
over the cold pale hand in the
casket. Each left the mortuary,
awkwardly, wiping his eyes.
Our turn came to meet Mrs.
Miller. I told her who I was and
mentioned the story she had told
me about the marbles. Eyes
glistening she took my hand and
led me to the casket. "Those three
young men, who just left, were the
boys I told you about. They just
told me how they appreciated
the things Jim "traded" them.
Now, at last when Jim could not
change his mind about color or
size... they came to pay their debt.
We've never had a great deal of the
wealth of this world," she
confided, "but, right now, Jim
would consider himself the richest
man in Idaho." With loving
gentleness she lifted the lifeless
fingers of her deceased husband.
Resting underneath were three,
exquisitely shined, red marbles.
Moral: We will not be
remembered by our words, but by
our kind deeds. Life is not
measured by the breaths we take,
but by the moments that take our
breath.
By Bonnie L Barbarich
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The Essential 100
Do these statements sound
familiar?
 “I’ve tried to read the Bible
but I’ve never made it all the
way through.”
 “I know the main Bible
stories but I don’t know how
all the pieces fit together.”
 “I’m really busy. I wish
there was a fast way to
understand the Bible.”
The Bible is the world’s most
popular and important book. It
has sold more copies than any
other volume in history. It has
affected the laws, culture, art,
literature, ethics and behavior of
nearly every society on earth.
The reason for this great affect is
because the Bible is more than
just another book. It contains
the account of God’s interaction
with humankind over thousands
of years – an account that
includes the Jews as a chosen
people, the murder of Jesus the
Jewish Messiah, the rise of
Christianity as the followers of
Jesus, and the return of Jesus as
the King of Kings to establish
his government over all the
peoples of the world.
That’s the big story of the
Bible. But there’s a problem.
Most people have trouble
reading and understanding the
Bible. It includes 66 different
books and was written by 40
authors over a 1,500 year time
span. Not only that, it’s long,
complicated and, let’s face it, the

Bible is a “tough read.”

passages.

That’s where The Essential
100 can help. It is a list of short
Bible passages, 50 from the Old
Testament and 50 from the New
Testament, that will allow you to
get the big picture of the Bible
without getting bogged down.
It’s like an express lane through
the Bible.

 Pray before you read, asking
God to help you understand
his Word.

Whether you are a new or
experienced Bible reader, you’ll
find these passages to be an
exciting and meaningful journey
through the Bible. The passages
are divided into 20 sections,
each with a main theme. Each
section has five passages that
will help you understand that
theme.

 Apply what God teaches you
from the passage to your life.

 Read the passage, perhaps
more than once.
 Reflect on the passage by
writing your thoughts in a
journal.

 Pray again, asking God to
help you live according to
his Word.
Here are the first ten
passages for you to read during
the month of February.
Section 1: In the Beginning
1.
2.
3.
4.

Creation, Genesis 1:1–2:25
The Fall, Genesis 3:1-24
The Flood, Genesis 6:5-7:24
God’s Covenant with Noah,
Genesis 8:1-9:17
5. Tower of Babel,
Genesis 11:1-9
We challenge you to read
these with us over the next ten
months and see if you don’t
have a better understanding of
the Bible. Each month we will
give you ten of the 100 passages
to read for that month. By the
end of November we will have
read the entire 100.
Here is the method we
suggest for getting the best
understanding
from
these

Section 2: Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob
1. The Call of Abram, Genesis
12:1-20
2. God’s Covenant with Abram,
Genesis 15:1-21
3. Isaac’s Birth & Sacrifice,
Genesis 21:1–22:19
4. Jacob & Esau Compete,
Genesis 27:1-28:22
5. Jacob & Esau Reconcile,
Genesis 32:1-33:20
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Pantry “Pleas”

Spotlight
on
Missions

And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
January. We hope you will
help us with some of the
following
items
for
February.
1. Canned Meat

Hello Everyone,,
As we start another month of 2019 how does it go with those
resolutions to move closer to God? For me, it’s a daily choice.
Finding someone to tell about Jesus deepens my understanding of
my mission. If we know him, we have a job to do. Have you asked
him what yours is?

2.

Boxed or Bagged Cereal

3.

Canned Fruit

4.

Hair Conditioner

Roanoke Baptist Church has agreed to participate in a program
to reach 60 million homes with the gospel message by 2020. We
are doing this because we want everyone to be aware of God’s love
and the way to have a right relationship with him.
Jesus said, “I am come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
Have you been found? Our prayer is that you will hear and accept
the gift that Jesus offers by his death on a cross in your place.
January brought some weather that we needed to respect, but we
still were able to hold worship services for the residents of Summit
Care Center. We also continued our support of missionaries in
Scotland, Africa, and other countries as well as agencies and
individuals in Kansas City, Missouri and throughout North
America. We may not be able to go in person, but we still help
those who can go with our prayers and financial support.
I pray that each day you will renew your resolution to know
Jesus in a deeper way. I am renewing mine.

JOIN US
Meeting: Feb 10th
Carry-in lunch: Noon

Loving you,

Alice Claire Butler

Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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Winter Cupcakes
February Birthdays
Feb 3
Feb 4

Colleen Killion
Ben Jones

Our Winter Reading Club began December 30th and
people have checked out the books on the library shelves
and chosen some to read. I hope you have looked and found
some you want to read. The Winter Reading Club is open to
every person who checks out a book from the church library.
All ages can participate. The goal is simply to enjoy a good
book. The reading club will continue through March 31st so
please come by and check out a good book!
Here are some books you might like to read.

He Loves Me
By Wayne Jacobsen
Relating to Others in Love
By Charles Swindoll

Ben

Mount Vernon Love Story
By Mary Higgins Clark
Love Comes Softly Series
By Janette Oke
The Language of Love,
The Two Sides of Love, and
Love is a Decision
By Gary Smalley and John Trent
Prodigals and Those Who Love them
By Ruth Bell Graham
Love and Anger in Marriage
By David Mace
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Feb 1 – 8
Misook Nam
Birthday: Feb 2
Misook and David Nam have a
heart for poor immigrants in one
of the Middle Eastern countries.
Because of the poor and
dysfunctional family conditions
they observed in the Russianspeaking immigrants from the
former Soviet Union, they began
a monthly food distribution
project in coordination with local
leaders. One individual disabled
when his bike was hit by a
motorist, was helped with food
and later attended a retreat with
his family where they were “fully
exposed to the love of Christ.”
Now they regularly attend Bible
study and want to see a new
church start in his city.
She asks prayer for a
newlywed couple relocating to
plant a church and for the couple
who helped the disabled man as
they face financial challenges
raising four children.
Feb 9 – 15
Peter Blackaby
Birthday: Feb 9
As the regional missionary for
the North American Mission
Board’s Send Network in Canada,
Peter works with a team helping
churches start new churches and
facilitating churches in Canada
and the United States partner with
church plants in all six time zones

across Canada from the Atlantic
to Pacific and Arctic Oceans.
Canada is incredibly diverse, so
they are planting diverse churches
for all kinds of people, including
Toronto and Vancouver where
half the population was born
outside the country and Montreal
in Quebec province where the
official language is French. For
many years missionaries saw
limited results in Quebec, but now
there are 70 Canadian National
Baptist churches, six planted in
2018, and more than 740 baptisms
in the past two years.
Pray for spiritual and physical
protection of missionaries and
their families.
Pray that the
momentum of multiplication will
continue.

“The challenges come from the
relationships with national people,
because it takes much time.
Knowing nationals on a level
deep enough to share the gospel is
hard.
They prayed to be
connected with a university and
God
provided
teaching
opportunities in different ones in
the city.
John and Lois request prayer
that through their teaching
positions they can reach college
students to know Christ and
eventually help national churches
with ministry to college students
and professionals.
Feb 23 – 28
Mathew Leonard
Birthday: Feb 23

Feb 16 - 22
John Wang
Birthday: Feb 16
John Wang is a church planting
catalyst who, along with his wife
Lois Yun, recently began serving
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. They
also minister to college students
and professionals, who John says
“is one of the least reached groups
with the gospel.” The task is
huge and not easy. He admits,

God called Mathew and his
family to replant Calvary Blanca,
a declining church in the small
rural mountain town of Blanca,
Colorado. One of the things
Mathew ways he finds especially
rewarding about his work as a
pastor is experiencing people as
they “get it.” “I get to see people
experience God in the midst of
challenging
circumstances,
whether it be people having God
comfort them by his felt presence
or people realizing God’s love for
them,” he says. “There are very
few blessings that compare to
experiencing
people
truly
experiencing the power of God,
especially those who first come to
faith in Christ.”
Pray the church would
continue to see the power of the
gospel move powerfully through
Blanca and to the surrounding
areas. Pray, too, that many would
come to faith in Jesus.
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Presidents’
Day

George Washington

"Of all the dispositions and
habits which lead to political
prosperity, religion and
morality are indispensable
supports. It is impossible to
rightly govern the world
without God and the Bible."
– George Washington

Abraham Lincoln
Dear Madam: I have been shown in the files of the War Department
a statement of the Adjutant-General of Massachusetts that you are
the mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the field of
battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of mine
which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a loss so
overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from tendering to you the
consolation that may be found in the thanks of the Republic they
died to save. I pray that our heavenly Father may assuage the
anguish of your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished
memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be
yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.
– Letter to Mrs. Bixby by Abraham Lincoln

