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Dreaming of a Right Christmas
“I’m Dreaming of a
WHITE Christmas.”
You
know the song. Many people
somehow put CHRISTMAS
and SNOW together.

glad tidings of Christmas.
What should you think
about this season? Don’t
dream
of
a
WHITE
Christmas; dream of a
RIGHT Christmas.
The RIGHT GIFT: “For
God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten
Son” (John 3:16).

Even Christmas cards sent
to the tropics have snowcovered trees and houses.
But obviously these people
have
Christmas
without
snow.

The RIGHT invitation to
accept: “Come unto me, all ye
that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you
rest” (Matthew 11:28).

So what makes a RIGHT
Christmas? A doll or train?
Clothes or jewelry? Parties
and cards and food? Things
and only things?
A RIGHT Christmas is a
person.
The Lord Jesus
Christ is God’s great gift to
us. He is the beauty and the

our Lord Jesus
(Romans 5:1).

Christ”

The RIGHT celebration:
“Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honor, and
glory,
and
blessing”
(Revelation 5:12).
The RIGHT response:
“Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be
saved” (Acts 16:31).
You may or may not have
a WHITE Christmas. It really
isn’t important. But it is
tremendously important to
have a RIGHT Christmas.
Will you?
From: Christ For The World Magazine,
Nov-Dec 2015
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The 12 Days of Christmas
I’m sure you have heard the song
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.”
It’s about a man who sends his
beloved a gift on each of the twelve
days of Christmas. This wasn’t some
marketing scheme to get people to
buy more presents. If that were the
case then we would have the 27 days
of Christmas (from the day after
Thanksgiving to Christmas Eve).
The twelve days of Christmas are
the days from Dec 25 to Jan 5.
Epiphany follows on Jan 6,
commemorating the arrival of the
wise men to honor Jesus with gifts fit
for a king.
As an alternative to a stress-filled
December, try observing the twelve
days of Christmas – not with gifts
but with the following activities that
focus on the Christ of Christmas.
1. Give meaningful gifts. They
opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold, and of
frankincense, and of myrrh. (Matt
2:11b) With each gift you give,
you’re re-enacting the scene of the
wise men bestowing their treasures
on Jesus.
2. Forgive and reconcile. She will
give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.
(Matt 1:21) Just as Jesus came to
reconcile us to God by allowing our
sins against God to be forgiven, we
can begin reconciliation with those
who have sinned against us by
forgiving them.
3. Watch for God. They will call
him Immanuel, which means ‘God
with us’ (Matt 1:23) As you search
for God this day, you can see the
evidence of his hand at work in the
shining sun, laughter, your heart, and
many other things. Take time to be
still and listen to God’s voice
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4. Show hospitality. At that time
Mary got ready and hurried to a
town in the hill country of Judah,
where she entered Zechariah’s home
and greeted Elizabeth. (Luke 1:3940)
Like Mary (an unmarried
pregnant teenager) was welcomed
into Zechariah’s house, welcome
someone into your home who is
grieving the loss of a loved one,
going through a divorce, or simply
feeling lonely during Christmastime.

their playful, trusting spirits. If
children don’t live with you, visit a
family with children or volunteer to
baby-sit for a friend with children.

5. Honor your mother. In a loud
voice she [Elizabeth] exclaimed:
‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the child you will bear!’
(Luke 1:42) Honor your mother by
spending time with her if possible or
calling her. If not possible, help an
overwhelmed mother in your church
or neighborhood.

10. Worship and celebrate the
Sabbath (a day of rest). On coming
to the house, [the wise men] saw the
child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him.
(Matt 2:11a) Go to church during
the twelve days and focus on
worshiping God.
Praise him
throughout the service. After the
worship enjoy God’s gift of rest with
family or friends.

On the 1st day of
Christmas, my true love
gave to me … a partridge
in a pear tree.
6.
Serve the homeless.
She
wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was
no room for them in the inn. (Luke
2:7) Give to the homeless by helping
at a shelter or soup kitchen.
7. Get back to nature. We saw his
star in the east and have come to
worship him. (Matt 2:2) God used
nature to guide the wise men, so take
a hike in the woods, make snow
angels, or take photographs of
evergreens or leafless trees. Soak in
the divine creativity and presence of
God.
8. Honor children. You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in
a manger. (Luke 2:12) Spend some
quality time with children, absorbing

9. Reflect on the past. Mary
treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. (Luke
2:19) Think about the things God
has taught you or the ways he has
worked in your life during the past
year.

11. Experience one hour of prayer.
[Anna] never left the temple but
worshiped night and day, fasting and
praying. (Luke 2:37b) Go to a
peaceful place and dedicate an hour
to communicating with God. Your
thoughts might wander, but God will
be present.
12. Count your blessings. We have
all received one blessing after
another. (John 1:16) Set aside time
to name the ways God has blessed
you. Write them down. Be specific.
The list will provide a reminder of
God’s grace throughout the year.
Although popular culture doesn’t
have a list of what we should do
during the twelve days of Christmas,
we can make it intimate and
peaceful. Through these activities
we can focus on and connect with
Jesus during the holiday that
commemorates his birth.
Adapted from an article by Patrick Borders in
“Homelife” magazine.
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
November. We hope you
will help us with some of
the following items for
December.
1. Canned Meat

Merry Christmas Everyone,
Jesus is the reason for the season. Do you wear a pin or a t-shirt
saying so?
Who is interested in Jesus? Who cares about a baby born long ago
in an insignificant town in Israel? Rome was dominant – all eyes on
her – yet God used Caesar Augustus as an errand boy to fulfill the
prophesy of Micah 5:2. Only a few Wise Men watched the sky and
saw the sign. God entered the world quietly under a star into the arms
of a virgin mother who had said “yes” to God. (Luke 1:28-38)
An evil world now persecutes those who notice Jesus. God collects
His people, binding them through Jesus for eternity. We thank God
for Mary’s little lamb.
As we purchase gifts and have our parties and joyful fellowship,
remember to thank God for the best gift of all: Jesus living in our
hearts! We want to make sure every life we touch knows about this
greatest gift from God.
This month we are collecting money for the Lottie Moon offering
which goes to world-wide missions. Our emphasis for study is
Bangladesh and the Rohingya peoples.
Some things as reminders:
May Christmas candles remind you that Jesus is the Light of the
World.
May your Christmas dinner remind you that Jesus is the Bread of
Life.
As you sing Christmas carols, remember the words of the angel:
“Glory to God in the highest and on Earth peace, good will to men.”
May the Christmas season remind you in every way that Jesus the
Messiah is your King! This is the message the world needs every day.
I pray each of you will reach out to Jesus. He reaches out to you!
Love and blessings,

Alice Claire Butler

2. Canned Ravioli, etc.
3. Toaster Pastries

JOIN US
Meeting: Dec 8
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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December Cupcakes
December Birthdays
Dec 5

The leaves are changing, the nights are getting cooler, and it is
so inviting to “cozy-up” in a comfortable chair with a good book!
Our Winter Reading Club will begin on Dec 29. There is a
wonderful selection of both fiction and non-fiction to choose from
in the library. Select a book from a favorite author, or better yet,
try a new author, or one of the new books listed below.
Whichever you choose, you won’t be disappointed!

Ruth Ann Jones

The Christmas Lamp
by Lori Copeland
Colors of Christmas
by Olivia Newport
The Messiah
by Marjorie Holmes
Ruth Ann

Operation
Christmas Child
Shoebox report
This was our first year to
be a drop off location for
OCC shoeboxes. Along with
our 123 shoeboxes, we
accepted 34 more for a total
of 157 which we then
delivered to a local collection
site.
We already are looking
forward
to
the
2020
November Collection Week
and helping people start their
Christmas shoebox gifts on
their trip to share the love of
Jesus with kids who don’t
know him.

Merry Christmas!

The Christmas Promise
The Christmas Hope
The Christmas Blessing
by Donna VanLiere
Remembering Christmas
by Dan Walsh
Something About Christmas
Christmas Letters
by Debbie Macomber
A Carol for Christmas
by Robin Lee Hatcher
Christmas at Harrington’s
by Melody Carlson
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Dec 1 – 8
Chuck Kieffer
Birthday: Dec 7
Chuck is an evangelism
catalyst, pastor of Foundry
Church which he planted in 2007,
and helps his wife, Joy, lead
Lifewerks, a non-profit they
founded to mentor young people
and meet the needs of college
students, elementary students, and
community
members
in
Wallingford, PA. An elementary
student at soccer practice wearing
a sleeveless shirt in frigid
temperatures because he had no
other outer clothes led Chuck to
pray for God’s provision. Two
months later Kidbox came and
blessed 100 kids with $25,000 of
designer clothes. God heard and
provided.
“You never stop
recruiting volunteers, seeking
resources, and asking for support
to get the job done.”
Pray for more volunteers to
help mentor students.
Dec 9 – 15
Jim Flora
Birthday: Dec 14
Jim ministers among the
Basotho people who lived in the
small country of Lesotho which is
landlocked by the encircling of
South Africa. In his first seven
years he saw 300 people commit
their lives to Jesus, but since
using a new gospel presentation
comparing the kingdom of light to

the kingdom of darkness he has
seen over 1,000 commit their
lives in the past three years.
Partnerships are vital in the work
as he, his wife Teresa, and their
daughter, Rebekah, work with
several regional representatives
and partners from churches in the
United States who make four to
five trips each year to help them
share the gospel, make disciples,
train leaders, and plant churches.
Pray for the Floras as they
continue their work. Pray for
several new pastors Jim is
training: Mafube, Rakhuoane,
Ranthialane, Moabi, Pekana, Neo,
Kau, Malealea, and Scout.
Dec 16 - 22
Will Forrest
Birthday: Dec 21
Will leads Summit LIFE
Church near Seattle, WA, which
is divinely positioned to reach
many employees and families
connected to Microsoft and
Amazon. Church members have
seen God bring many people from
various nations to their church.
On any given Sunday, nine
nations spanning five continents
are represented among church
members. “We constantly tell our
people that we desire to make

everyday people into everyday
missionaries and send them into
everyday places of life,” Will
says. “We are confident that as
we faithfully steward the gospel
opportunities the Lord has
entrusted to us, we will reach not
only many influential leaders in
our region but leaders around the
world.”
Pray for God’s wisdom as
Summit LIFE Church seeks to
labor effectively and according to
God’s will. Pray, too, believers
would boldly walk in obedience
to God.
Dec 23 – 31
John Wood*
Birthday: Dec 29
John, serving East Asia, lives
in Seoul, South Korea, where
only 30 percent of the 25 million
residents trust Jesus. “Koreans
traditionally
have
followed
Buddhism,” John says. “There
are still many Buddhists in South
Korea, and you can see Buddhist
monks on the subways and
buses.” That cultural influence
makes sharing the gospel a
challenge, he says. Though he
and his family have lived in South
Korea only a short time, they
have encountered people like
Mrs. Y, a woman in their
neighborhood who tells fortunes
and is hostile to Christianity. One
of
the
biggest
mission
opportunities is for US college
students who come for short-term
mission work helping them.
Pray for John and his family as
they coordinate plans for outreach
during
the
2020
Summer
Olympics in Tokyo, Japan.
* Name changed for security
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Warmth Tree
With temperatures dipping to near freezing, aren’t you
grateful for the warm clothing that protects you from the
cold? There are many in our city, however, who do not
have socks, gloves, caps, sweaters, or coats to help them
stay warm. For years, Roanoke has collected such items
for our “Warmth Tree” and your generosity has covered
its branches. Any item, new or ‘gently used’ is greatly
appreciated, and will bless the user … as well as the
giver. Bring some “warm” items to decorate our tree.
Thanks for caring about your neighbors!

