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Medical researchers have
discovered
that
the
DNA
(deoxyribonucleic acid) of every
person is different, unless they are
identical twins.
The internal
coding (DNA) of identical twins
is what makes them identical.
Researchers have mapped all
of the DNA coding and produced
evidence that specific errors in
coding are responsible for some
genetic conditions such as Autism
and Down’s syndrome.
Even with all the research that
man can do, we will never be able
to map the spiritual side of the
human being, what could be
called the “Spiritual DNA.” We
cannot see or measure a person’s
spirit because it is not part of our
universe of time and space. It is
the eternal part of us that
continues to exist after our
physical body ceases to have life.
It is the part of us that enables us
to have a relationship with God,
who is a spiritual being.
But in the Garden of Eden,
Adam and Eve decided not to
obey God and ate of the fruit of
the tree that gives the knowledge
of what “good” and “evil” are.
Because of this, their “spiritual
coding” was corrupted and their
spirit became dead to them. Thus,
they no longer had what was
necessary to live for eternity in

the presence of God.
Human beings were created by
God for the expressed purpose of
loving – loving God and every
part of his creation. With the
corruption of his spiritual DNA,
man would now be forced to live
for eternity without love because
he would be separated from God,
who is the definition of love.
But God was not willing to
have the highest example of his
creation be forced to live apart
from
him for
eternity.
For this
reason,
God
prepared
a way for our spiritual DNA to be
repaired without violating the
right he gave us to choose
whether to obey him or not.
The way God prepared for our
spiritual DNA to be repaired
involves a spiritual surgery that
we have to either choose to have
or not have. Like any physician,
God will not force us to have the
surgery that we need but he
pleads with us to have it. He tells
us how terrible it will be for us if
we don’t have the surgery and
how great it can be if we choose
and have the surgery.
The surgery God recommends
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involves a procedure where the
spiritual DNA of Jesus (the Holy
Spirit) is infused into our
corrupted spiritual DNA. Jesus
displayed
the
power
and
perfection of his spiritual DNA by
dying on a cross and returning to
life after being dead for three
days. Because Jesus’ spiritual
DNA is perfect, it has the power
to change our corrupted spiritual
DNA and give us what is
necessary to live for eternity in
the loving presence of God.
All that is necessary for God to
perform his surgery is for you to
realize that you need it, believe
that the resurrection of Jesus
proves the procedure will do what
God says it will, and ask him to
perform it. Then your spiritual
DNA will be repaired as the Holy
enters your life and helps you
understand God’s Word (the
Bible) and provides help finding a
fellowship of believers in which
to experience and give love and
learn to live like Jesus showed.
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Does Your Worship Honor God?
Not
everyone
who
worships God does so in a
manner that is acceptable to
him. In fact, God may
actually reject your worship.
Does that surprise you?
“After all, shouldn't God be
happy I made it to church?”

sacrifice that seemed right to
him rather than what he knew
God had said was right. Cain
chose to bring something
from the ground which God
had cursed in Genesis 3:17
because of Adam’s and Eve’s
disobedience.

To answer that question,
we only need to examine the
story of Cain and Abel.
Genesis Chapter 4 tells us that
Cain brought some fruit of the
ground as an offering, while
Abel brought the fat portions
from some of the firstborn of
his flock. “The Lord looked
with favor on Abel and his
offering, but on Cain and his
offering he did not look with
favor. So Cain was very
angry, and his face was
downcast." (Genesis 4:4-5).

Some of us carry on
adulterous affairs and then
come down to the altar on
Sunday and praise God, but
God rejects our worship
because our ground is already
cursed. We have chosen a
lifestyle that dishonors Him.

It wasn’t that Cain didn't
know what pleased God. God
told Cain he would accept him
if he did what was right
(which shows that Cain knew
the right offering), yet Cain
didn't
bring
a
second
offering. Instead, he killed his
brother.
God is not a respecter of
persons, but he is a respecter
of methods. The Bible tells us
there is a way that seems right
to a man, but it leads to
death. (Proverb 14:12) Cain's
sacrifice was unacceptable to
God because he chose a

“After all,
shouldn't God be
happy I made it
to church?”
Cain was self-centered. He
found a way of worship
pleasing to himself and
disobeyed God. Then his
disobedience led to rebellion
and rebellion led to selfrighteousness.
A
selfrighteous person blames God
instead of examining their
lives. They get angry when
things don't work out, yet
rarely will they receive
correction.
They
are
unteachable and stiff-necked
and their pride brings a curse

upon their lives.
Then, like Cain, they get
into self-pity. The idea
behind self-pity is that they
think
they
have
been
wronged.
Self-pity only
invites demonic spirits to
bring depression on them.
What we need is the truth.
We may not like it but the
truth will set us free. (John
8:32) We must accept and
follow God's way and stop
trying to create our own way.
After self-righteousness
and self-pity comes selfexaltation – trying to raise
ourselves to a position we
don't deserve. We will even
tear other people down to
prove we are more worthy.
The idea is that if someone
else has something that brings
them honor then we somehow
lose some honor.
The fact is, what God has
for you, no one else can get
and what God has for
someone else, you cannot
have.
When God speaks to you,
obey what he says. Don't
make excuses or try to make
your own way. Do what
honors him and your sacrifice
will not fail to be accepted.
Make your life – not just your
Sundays – one continuous act
of worship and you will be
blessed indeed!

3

The Essential 100
Last month we began looking
at how the New Testament
depicts God’s amazing love for
mankind. The story starts like
Genesis in the beginning when
the universe was created. John
describes the Creator of the world
as being with God and being God
before he created everything that
has been created.
Then he
announces that the Creator came
to live for a while with man and
indicates that the Creator is Jesus.
Then we learned that an angel
announced the birth of Jesus to a
young virgin girl named Mary.
When she asked how this could
be, the angel told her it would
happen by the power of the Holy
Spirit. He told her that the Lord
would give him the throne of
David and that he would rule over
the house of Jacob forever and his
kingdom would never end.
Dr. Luke, a physician, tells
about the birth of a son to
Elizabeth, Mary’s relative, who
was of advanced years. This boy,
who was a cousin of Jesus, would
become known as John, the
Baptist. Then Luke tells about
the birth of Jesus in the town of
Bethlehem and that it was
announced that same night to
shepherds taking care of sheep in
the fields outside of the town.
When Jesus was twelve, his
parents took him to celebrate
Passover at the temple in
Jerusalem. On the journey home
to Nazareth they discover he is
not with them and return to look
for him. When they find him in
the temple courts listening to the
teachers and asking questions, we
learn that he has an understanding

that God is his Father and that he
should be living that relationship.
After Jesus has grown to
manhood, we read that the Holy
Spirit sent him into the desert so
Satan could tempt him physically,
mentally, and spiritually. He was
tempted in all the ways that we
can be but he resisted each of
those temptations using the Word
of God.

Jesus gave about being concerned
about other people. The good
Samaritan story reminds us to
follow the second part of God’s
way of living – not only love him
with all our being, but also love
others as we love our own self.
The parables about the lost sheep,
the lost coin, and the lost son tell
us how important every person is
to God. They also tell us how
God rejoices when a person
returns to a right relationship with
him.
Here are ten passages for you
to read during the month of
August. As you read, continue to
look for ways that God shows his
love.

Then we looked at the
teachings Jesus gave in his
sermon on the mount about how
to live a right life that is blessed
by God. We discovered that
having a right life with God is
more than just following a set of
rules. It goes beyond that to our
attitudes and how we live so that
we show God’s life to those
around us.
We looked at teachings Jesus
gave about the workings of the
Kingdom of God and found that
people who have not become part
of the kingdom will have
difficulty understanding how
things work in the kingdom. It
may take a long time for someone
to understand what they have
heard about the kingdom, but with
time, the teaching will become
clear, the kingdom will grow, and
the value of being part of the
kingdom will be obvious.
Finally, we looked at teachings

Section 13: Miracles of Jesus
1. Feeding the Five Thousand,
Luke 9:1-36
2. Walking on Water,
Matthew 14:22-36
3. Healing a Blind Man,
John 9:1-41
4. Healing a Demon-Possessed
Man, Mark 5:1-20
5. Raising Lazarus from the
Dead, John 11:1-57
Section 14: The Cross of Christ
1. The Last Supper,
Luke 22:1-46
2. Arrest and Trial,
John 18:1-40
3. The Crucifixion,
John 19:1-42
4. The Resurrection,
John 20:1 – 21:25
5. The Ascension,
Acts 1:1-11
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
July. We hope you will
help us with some of the
following items for August.
1. Pasta Sauces

Dear Friends,

2. Spices

Here we are in the middle of a long, hot summer. We
go about with the hope of cooler days to come and we
know they eventually will.

3. Cleaning Supplies

Are we thinking about the love of God and the hope we
have of our home with Him? Everything is perfect there.
Upsetting quarrels among nations and in our own
country affect the hope we have of liberty and freedom.
God has a plan. He sent Jesus. Only as we yield to
letting him guide our thoughts and actions can we find
peace and fulfillment of our hope. Read chapters 20
through 22 of Revelation. Read again the book of John
and let your heart be comforted. Focus on Jesus. He is
the beginning and the end – the only hope we have. He is
faithful and true.
At Roanoke we continue our mission to make Jesus
known. As God leads, we continue activities to honor
Him and give support to those who can go where we
cannot.

JOIN US
Meeting: Aug 11
Carry-in lunch: Noon

With special thoughts of love,

Alice Claire Butler

Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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Summer Reading Club
Can you believe the summer is winding to a close and
we are thinking “Back to School” already? However, there
is still a month left in the reading club. So come in and
browse the shelves, check out a couple of books, then sit
back and enjoy!
August Cupcakes

Here are a few books for you to consider.
August Birthdays
Aug 1

John Butler

Dragon Quest; Dragon Knight;
Dragon Fire; and Dragon Light
by Donita Paul
I Love to Live and I Love to Laugh (DVD)
by Dennis Swanberg
Safe Harbor
by Hope White

John

Hangman’s Curse (DVD)
By Frank Peretti
When Calls the Heart
By Janette Oke
Serpent of Moses
By Don Hoesel
Finding Favor With the King
By Tommy Tenny
The Signature of God
By Grant Jeffrey
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are
serving him in mission work.
Aug 1 – 8
George Cannady
Birthday: Aug 3
After participating in mission
trips over several years, George
and his wife, Fay, entered fulltime overseas ministry in Africa
as church planters in Botswana
followed by service at the Uganda
Baptist Seminary where he trains
pastors and lay leaders to reach
their people with Christ’s
message. Since some are unable
to come to the seminary, he and
Fay go train them where they live.
Allison, their 17 year old
daughter, attends a boarding
school twelve hours away in
Nairobi, Kenya. She comes home
to be with them three times a year
for 4 to 6 weeks.
Pray for the Cannady family as
they live and minister in Uganda,
for Allison as she is away at
boarding school, and, this month,
especially for their other daughter,
Jennifer, and her family who will
be visiting them in Africa for the
first time.
Pray also for a
potential volunteer team that may
come.
Aug 9 – 15
Johnny Báez
Birthday: Aug 10
In September 2017, Hurricane
Maria devastated the island of
Puerto Rico and the people are
still trying to recover. Southern
Baptist church planter, Johnny,

his wife, Yordania, and their
young daughter, Josary, are trying
to meet the needs they can
through the ministry of their
church plant, Family Baptist
Church.
After the hurricane,
important resources to meet the
many needs are hard to find.
Johnny relies on partners to come
alongside and help provide for the
basic needs of the people. He
tries to bring the hope of the
gospel but it is difficult because
many people are so entrenched in
their religious traditions that they
believe that is enough to please
God. Even in the midst of these
difficult situations, Johnny finds
that occasionally someone will
hear, believe, and accept Jesus as
their Lord.
Pray for the health of Johnny
and his family, for wisdom in
ministering, for all the believers
to be faithful to the Lord, and that
God will divert hurricanes away
from the island.
Aug 16 - 22
Jesse Jennings
Birthday: Aug 17
Jesse and his wife, Wendy, and
their young children arrived in the
Philippines in 1993. Since then, a

lot has changed. Their children
are now married with children of
their own or starting college.
Their ministry has changed from
church planting in rural/tribal
areas of the southern Philippines
using evangelism, agriculture, and
health care as ways of opening
doors for sharing the Gospel to
using Nehemiah Teams. These
teams provide opportunities for
college students and young adults
to be involved in cross-cultural
ministry which trains them to be
part of bringing the Gospel to
unreached parts of the world.
Pray for these Nehemiah
Teams and the Jennings that God
will give them safety and an
understanding of sharing the
Gospel wherever God leads them.
Aug 23 – 31
Annette Paul Murdock
Birthday: Aug 24
When a Baptist church in the
Appalachia region finds itself
without a pastor, the North
American Mission Board often
calls on Paul to be an interim. He
and his wife, Lila, find it
rewarding to be able to present a
message of hope through a
relationship with Christ to people
who don’t see hope in their
situation. In one situation the
church was divided and bitter
when the Murdocks arrived, but
through their loving on the
members and seeking healing, the
Lord brought unity to the church
and it now has a new pastor
leading it.
Pray for Paul’s and Lila’s
health and that God will bring his
chosen man to lead the church
where they currently minister.
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Back to School
Grade School Supplies Outreach
Aug 11th from 1 to 2 pm
We will fill pencil boxes with supplies for
Gordon Parks Elementary students to use at
home to complete their homework. You can
help by sending money for supplies or come
and fill.

