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COVID-19

The COVID-19 virus has
changed life as we knew it.
Stores have closed. eRtaurants
can only serve drivhrough or
takeout meals. In this time of
social distancing and‘stay at
homé€ orders, people find they
have a lot more time to consider
their lives and what is really
important.

The Wall Street Journal, on
March 26", had a commentary
written by Robert Nicholson
entitled “A Coronavirus Grat
Awakening’! He notes that while
this isrit exactly the disaster
World War Il was, the pandemic
has certainly remade everyday
life and wrecked the global
economy in a way that feels
apocalyptic.

He writes “Life had been
deceptively easy until now. We
float through an anomalous world
of air conditioning, 911 call
centers, acetaminophen and
pocketsize computers containing

nearly the sum of human
knowledge. We reduced nature
to ‘the shackled from os a

conquered monstér as Joseph
Conrad once put it, and took
control of our fate. God became
irrelevant. ... But the pandemic

has humbled # country and
opened millions of eyes to this
risky universe once more.. For
societies founded on biblical
tradition, cataclysms need not
mark the end. They are a call for
repentance and revival.

Threequarters of a century
has dimmed the memyp of that
gruesome conflict and its terrible
tens of millions

consequences:

killed, great cities bombed to
rubble, Europe and Asia stricken
by hunger and povertyHere in
America, the familieseft behind
as husbands, fathers, brothers,
and uncles went to fight the evils
of Hitler, had to deal with
shortages that meant rationing
and having to do without many of
the things they previously had.
Those who survived the war had
to grapple with the kinds of

profound questionghat only arise

in the aftermath of calamity:

loved ones who died and their
bodies were never found, loved
ones who returned from battle
maimed and psychologically

scarred so that they were unable
to work to take care of their

families, and gazing at theiins

of life as they knew it.

Could a plague of biblical
proportions be America best
hope for a spiritual revival?
Nicholson asks, “Will
Americans,shaken by the reality
of a risky universgrediscover the
God who proclaimed himself
sovereign over every
catastrophe? We pray it will.

If you are fearful because of
this pandemicread he next two
articles so you can discover how
to have a right relationship with
God and have peace with him and
from him every day.
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Why? Who? What?

Why did Jesus have to die? Although our sin madehis death of God’' s one (Jehn316,0nl
necessary, i t hisndasire GB8Y ' s  wi | |
The movie, The Passion ofChrist,  to have people restored to him that Paul describes thosewho have

clearly portrayed what scholars believe caused it to happen. accepted Jesus’' deat
Roman crucifixion was like. The movie their sin as having
depicted that Jesus suffered a lot of pain WhywasJ esus o6 denat h il fofoel, ” and says tha
and agony before he finally died by from all other deaths? from the wrath of G
hanging on a woaden cross. Why was (Rom59)Being “justified
all that pain and suffering necessary? Jesus’' death was tfhh fudt Being forgiverPo? §id UtSalo

Science and law tell us that for every his life was different. Paul explains that means bing given credit for the perfect
action there is a reaction and that Godt he Father “ made |fdhddIedud IRed.NSinde ofya perfect
disobedience must receive punishment. si n t o b e(2@or :121)Siace  u|fe. can provide entrance into a perfect
What is true in the physical realm is also Jesus never sinnégde di dn’ t h @dfi® withOa pérfe&@ -God, it is only

true in the spiritual realm. Pawrote But he chose to die, to accept the through Jesus’ death
that we all have sinned and fall short of penalty for sin. perfect life of Jesus that we need for
t he gl or yRomB:23G8inte " Jesus said that he was the good entry.

we all have sinned (disobeyed), we all shepherd ah that the good shepherd lays  |f | pelieve Jesus is God and accept
deserve the punishment which is death.down his life for the sheep (meaning his death as payment of the penalty for
“The wages of (Remn humans)(dodralO:hl)J e sus al s any sid ith@n | havk the right to spend
6:23) I'n | aw, it doe saydown mplifetonlete take ibup again. eternity in heaven with him. But if |

good you have beeor how long you No one takes it from me, but | lay it down reject that he is God or refuse to accept
obeyed the law before you disobeyedo f my o wn(Jolnd@lglB)dHe" his death as payment of the penalty for
the law. If you only break the law once, died as a substitufer us, and since it was my sin, then | will haveto pay that

you still deserve punishment for that his choice, he is responsible for his own penalty by spending eternity separated

disobedience. death. from God,who isthe definition of love.

What Jesus did was take the . . ) The choice of which will be my future is
puni shment for us so halistheoelationship ketweed v e tbtally in my control, Therefore | am the
receive it. Pawele wr d88US® wheateh weend rmaseldf hySohrfded N ?
yet sinners, @onr58st died for wus.” |

When he said that he was laying down The Bottom Line
Who really killed Jesus? his own life — that no one was taking it
from him — Jesus also said théee had A real foll ower of Ji

Some people say the Romans killedauthority to take it up again (meaning

Jesus because they crucified him. Othergesurrection)(John 10:1718) Jesus said, b edsiinghe existence of God and

say the Jews killed him because they® For as Jonah was tia €l désie¥ S réafidhship vithe e
handed him over to Pilate and even criednights in the belly of a huge fish, so the pegple (Heb 11:6)

for him to be cruciftd. But no one can Son of Man (himself) will be three days

point a finger at any single person orand three nights in theahgarets ofj st hegj ga
group and claim they killed Jesus. It was(Matt 12:40) Jesus also claimed to be the from God. We have offended him and

for the sin of every person that Jesus diedonly way to the Fathe(John 14:6)and  broken our relationship with him. We
“Look, the Lamb of t&ble, andvtheo Fathesr kveres ohna y can never make ourselves good enough
the sin of the world! (John 1:29) So, 10:30) So Jesus’' 1 e sty appreagH himPobur R | (Rofl #3; € s
effectively, every person isponsible for his claims to be God and the only way to 6:23)

killing Jesus because it was for everyhavearighrelationship with the Father.

person’s sin that Jesus died. .. believes Jesus’ |
Whatdif f er ence does Jresgredidn isthe anty provision for his
Did God the Father play and resurrection make to me? sin. (Rom 5:8; John 14:6)
a part in Jesuso6 death? )
Jesus said, “God soré¢peereds three nmooun cde s

Ultimately, it is God the Father who is that he gave his one and only Son, thatone’ s ol d ways) and
responsi bl e for Je swheever glieves in him shal ot perish2 Jesugas MasteRom 10:910)

clearly says thawr Jegtushawwue ehandet |ife. God did not
to you by God’'s  ssend his panini éhe world gorcondemn ... rec@od’es Spirit wi
foreknowl edge. ” , | tthe warld sbut tG sade’ the wopd thyaugh and is empowered to live a life of
becausédam and Evelisobeyedto send  him.  Whoever believes in him is not obedi ence to God’s
Jesus to pay the penatifdeathso people  condemned, but whoever does notGod' s | oV eRont 8w Ephi:lBer s

could be restored to a right relationship believe stands condemned already 14 1 John 2:6)
with him. Jesus did not die by mistake. because he has not believed in the name



He is-Risenindeed

In the early Church, when one
Christian would greet another,
often he would say:He is risen.

And the oher would respond,
“He is risen, indeed!

The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is the greatest fact in
human history. Yet throughout
the centuries to our present time,

Another piece of evidence for
the bodily resurrection of Jesus
deals with the first eyaitnesses
and thefirst to testify they had
seen Im risen from the dead.
René Lopez, author of thieook
The Jesus Family Tomb
Examined: Did Jesus Rise
Physically?, observes, “If the

any time after Sunday morning.
That would have been a wooden
stake through the heart of
Christianity. There wouldm have
been a Christian church ever
organized.

Perhapsthe most compelling
evidence for the resurrection of
Jesus is the change in the

skeptics have argued against theresurrection was to be a hoax, you disciples. René points outtn the
historical reliability of the would never use women to gospels, you have the disciples
resurrection of Jesus Gét. validate something like the running scared. They were all
Dr. Sam Lamerson of Knox resurrection, if you wanted to lie hiding, and overnight you have
Theological Seminary says this: about it, because in the first them then making a radical

“There are so many pieces of century, accordingo the rabbinic
evidence for the truth of the writings, a womals testimony

resurrection of Jesus Christ that if
we reject the truth of the
resurrection, | believe, we must
then become total historical
agnostics and reject virtually
everything that we know about
ancient history. According to
Lamerson,“There is no ancient
historical event that is more
certainly testified to both by
number of witnesses and by
evidence than the resurrection of
Jesus Christ

Let's consider some of the
evidence for the resurrection of
Christ. We begin with the empty
tomb. “Now, we often overlook
the empty tomb, says Dr. Paul
Maier, professor of ancient
history at Western Michigan
University.“But | think the empty
tomb is very important, because

that is something that an ancient movement began in Jerusalem.

historian can get dt.

According to Liberty
University professor Dr. Gary
Habermas;' The fact that women
reported the empty tomb is the
best reason to believe itcause
it’s not a scenarianybody would
make upg. The empty tomb was a
fact of history.

was as valid as a thisf”

Furthermore, the apostle Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians 15 that
Jesus appearea t500 people at
one time after i3 resurrection.
Many of these were still alive at
the time Paul wra@ that. He

turnaround and then going before
the authorities and proclaiming
the very resurrection of Jesus
Christ”

And they were not just
charged, but willing to die for
what they believed. Dr. Lamerson
points out: “According to early
church history, those 12 disciples
all met horrible deaths, except for
John. Judas, of course, went out
and committed suicide. But of the
remaining 11, every onef them,
except for John, met a martgr
death. That is, they were Killed
because they continued to preach
the  Resurrection of Jesus
Christ....They died because they
knew that Jesus really had risen

basically encourages his readersfrom the dead in history.

to go talk with them.

Another reason Christians
believe Jesus rose from theadl
is that the whole Christian

Dr. Maier points out!Where did
Christianity first begin in terms of
the organized proclamation that

Finally, René Lopez obsers
that Christianity itself would have
died, along with its Founder, if it
all ended at the cross:
“Christianity would have died if
Christ had not risen from the
dead. There no possible way to
explain the growth of the

Jesus rose from the dead? Onlychurch....Thatin itself, must be

one place on eartk Jerusalem.
There, least of all, could
Christianity ever have gotten
started if the moldering body of

answered by the critics today.

He is risen.

Jesus of Nazareth were available He is risen, indeed!



Spotlight
on
Missions

DearFriends
What a moth we have had!l!

As April arrives, our world has changed. No one
untouched by current events. If you have clain
redemption through Jesus’
condemnation of sin anymore for you.

Take a deep breath. Psaithe Lord for His love. Be
thankful. Read His Word. Claim His promises. Talkhw
Him. There is no permanence in this worldook for the
place God has planned for us. Maintain stability.

At Roanoke Church we follow the guidelines of of

contry during this testing time. Money still goes
missionary efforts. Prayer is important. Visiting is n
Let ' s do kindness to hur
needed. Speak of Jesus to our own families and ever
we meet. Join us in prayer foompassion and for everyon

to trust Jesus’ death for
God has a plan. He is in control. Be alert and read

join Him as He calls you.

May the love of Jesudraw you and lead you.

Alicel&ire Butler

Pantry fnP
And
Thank You
Thank you for youl

responseto our pleas fo
March We hope you wil
help us with someof the
following items forApril .

1. Microwave Popcorn
2. Plastic Utensils

3. Kleenex

JOIN US
Meeting: Apr 19"

(if we are able to meet)
Carryin lunch: Noon

Mission Study: 1 p.m.




Librar’ News

Our Winter Reading Clubhas come to an endt was enjoyed b
everyone who participated. When the stéhrome order was givel
some people had books checked out so | hope they have takenel
to finish their book and even been able to find some online resc
to read and broaden their knowledge.

OQur Summer Reading CIl ulbutwedhopé
you won’'t wait until then to
on thelibrary shelves.There are plenty of good booksread so yol
don’ t have to worry about n (
throughout the summer.

April Cupcakes

April Birthdays

Apr5 Charles Mace

Apr 6 Sam Jones ,
Apr 7 Clara Dawley Here are a few for you to consider.
Apr 27 Russell Darrow

The Rapture
By David Jeremiah

Escape the Coming Night
By David Jeremiah

The First Easter
By Peter Marshall

Answers to Questions About Spiritual Warfare
By David Jeremiah

The Case for Easter
By Lee Strobel

Sam and Clara

AFTER EDEN by Dan Lietha Jesus Revelation
JESUS WAS LOVING. ~ NOBODY HAS MORE By Greg Laurie

S0 HE MUST’VE BEEN
VERY "TOLERANT.”

LOVE THAN JESUS,
BUT HE WAS

) ALS0 THE MOST .
INTOLERANT PERSON Answers to Questions About Heaven

THAT EVER WALKED . .
ON EARTH! By David Jeremiah

TR T ProphecyIn The New Millennium

, MY SIN THAT HE WENT TO
STOLERSHT THE CROSS AND SUFFERED By John F. Walvoord
THE PUNISHMENT OF /
60D'S WRATH THAT I
DESERVED TO SET ME
FREE FROM MY SIN.

' Eternity In Their Hearts
By Don Richardson

Clln Gt

@)\ TM THANKFUL FOR HIS
f0s [ LOVING INTOLERANCE!

For He made Him who knew no sin to be
sin for us, that we might become the

righteousness of God in Him.
2 Corinthians 5:21



Pmnt

Some
Stones!

O®

% Gather some smooth
gray stones.

% Use tempera paints to
paint Easter symbols on
the stones.

& Some Easter symbols are:
Cross

lily *
butterﬂy f

&% After the paint is dry,
brush on clear varnish.

% Let dry overnight,

% Use large stones for
paper weights. Small
stones can be carried
in your pocket as a
“Resurrection Reminder!”

V&

24

VY

N

Just for

2\

“.. and on the third day ”

Jesus died upon a cross and was buried in a tomb. When the
women went there with burial spices on the third day, what

did they find?

Follow the arrows. Begin» |T(H|E|A
Fill in the blanks. BIS|[T|O
r M[O[C[N
- - X T(H|R|E
R(O[O|D|E|F|W|[P|R|O
s E[A[F|S[G[Y[A[S[H[L
Vv N(A|JL|I[A|A|W E|L
— N(G|E|D|T|J|B|A|D|C
vy * X F[O[T|H
E(HIM|E
»> ¥V v ¢ | € I/SINJO
HIEIH([T
K < 4 4% EIR|E (R
HI{S|R|E
4 X « —P++A|SN = End
Luke 24:6
“ € € 4« x -
X > > 4 A
S B N R
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Pray For Our Missionaries

Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted JesuslLordship and
are seving him in mission
work.

Apr 17 8

Jill Thompson
Birthday: Apr 4

Jill has seen God do a lot of
things during her years in Rio
de Janeiro with her husband,
Ri ck. ‘o have
lives of both Brazilians and
Ameri cans, ”

“ Ameansi chave come to
Brazil who have never shared
their faith before and have had
the opportunity to lead someone
to Christ. God has sued these
experiences to change lives and
heart s.
volunteers now serve as
missionaries in other places
around the world, and other

have become bold witnesses

back in their communities.
Brazilians have found that
courage t oo.

God go ahead of her and her
husband as they went to a share
the gospel in a community
where there was no Baptist
church. ey found people had
been prayingthat God would
lead someone to plant a church
in their community. Believers
were encouraged to form Bible
study groups.

Pray God will form a healthy
church from the groups.

Apr 91 15

Jason Little
Birthday: Apr 11

Jason and his family moved
to Westminster, CO, to plant
Elevate Churchwhich plans to
launch in 2020 at a middle
school where they also plan to
mentor students and have
opportunities to connect with
members of the community.
Jason says recreati is a
stronghold they battle against in
their city just outside of Denver.
Since many families spend their
weekends hiking, skiing, or
exploring nearby mountains, it

S @esents &hindranceticaveakend

and regular church community

s h gatherings.a y s .

Pray fordevelopment of the
Elevate Church launch team and
that Jason and his family can
maintain  balance  between
ministry and family.

” Some Aprd6-22 t hose

Johnny Maust
Birthday: Apr 18

Johnny and his wife, Donna,
serve in Ecuador working to

A mnedch sthee ' AdreEcsadogian

people group. Johnny had
prayed for a fisherman in the
next town up from them for
several years. Although his
wife and two of his children

professed faith in Christ, the
man woul dn’t
he invited Johnny into his home
to start a newchurch in that

area. The man attended
occasionally and was never
antagonistic toward the gospel
but was never ready to place his
faith in Christ. A volunteer

team brought the man an audio
Bible in his language and he
began to listen. Then one day
Johnny got a text from the

man’'s wife that
follow Christ. That day he
repented of his sin, asking

God' s
baptized the following Sunday.

Pray for the man and others
like him, Johnny is discipling to
become disciplers.

Apr 2371 30

Jose Concepcion
Birthday. Apr 26

Jose and his family live in
Broward County, FL, where
they seek to minister to
Hispanic immigrants who have
come to the United States for
economic opportunities: Ma n y
of the people we encounter are
soldy focused on physical and
economic wealth and success,
and not the thi
Jose says.
part about my work is seeing
people be transformed by the
Word of God
have been in deplorable
situations and have
backgroumds tainted by sin but
who have been transformed by
the Lord and

Pray Jose and the church will
reach more people with the
gospel.
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He is not here.

He has risen

just as He said.
Matt 28:6

Celebrate Jesuéresurrection Apr 12"



