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The COVID-19 virus has
changed life as we knew it.
Stores have closed. Restaurants
can only serve drive-through or
take-out meals. In this time of
social distancing and “stay at
home” orders, people find they
have a lot more time to consider
their lives and what is really
important.
The Wall Street Journal, on
March 26th, had a commentary
written by Robert Nicholson
entitled “A Coronavirus Great
Awakening.” He notes that while
this isn’t exactly the disaster
World War II was, the pandemic
has certainly remade everyday
life and wrecked the global
economy in a way that feels
apocalyptic.”
He writes “Life had been
deceptively easy until now … We
float through an anomalous world
of air conditioning, 911 call
centers,
acetaminophen
and
pocket-size computers containing
nearly the sum of human
knowledge. We reduced nature
to ‘the shackled from os a
conquered monster,’ as Joseph
Conrad once put it, and took
control of our fate. God became
irrelevant. … But the pandemic
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has humbled the country and
opened millions of eyes to this
risky universe once more. … For
societies founded on biblical
tradition, cataclysms need not
mark the end. They are a call for
repentance and revival.”
Three-quarters of a century
has dimmed the memory of that
gruesome conflict and its terrible
consequences: tens of millions

killed, great cities bombed to
rubble, Europe and Asia stricken
by hunger and poverty. Here in
America, the families left behind
as husbands, fathers, brothers,
and uncles went to fight the evils
of Hitler, had to deal with
shortages that meant rationing
and having to do without many of
the things they previously had.
Those who survived the war had
to grapple with the kinds of
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profound questions that only arise
in the aftermath of calamity:
loved ones who died and their
bodies were never found, loved
ones who returned from battle
maimed and psychologically
scarred so that they were unable
to work to take care of their
families, and gazing at the ruins
of life as they knew it.
Could a plague of biblical
proportions be America’s best
hope for a spiritual revival?
Nicholson
asks,
“Will
Americans, shaken by the reality
of a risky universe, rediscover the
God who proclaimed himself
sovereign
over
every
catastrophe?” We pray it will.
If you are fearful because of
this pandemic, read the next two
articles so you can discover how
to have a right relationship with
God and have peace with him and
from him every day.
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Why did Jesus have to die?
The movie, The Passion of Christ,
clearly portrayed what scholars believe
Roman crucifixion was like. The movie
depicted that Jesus suffered a lot of pain
and agony before he finally died by
hanging on a wooden cross. Why was
all that pain and suffering necessary?
Science and law tell us that for every
action there is a reaction and that
disobedience must receive punishment.
What is true in the physical realm is also
true in the spiritual realm. Paul wrote
that we all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God.” (Rom 3:23) Since
we all have sinned (disobeyed), we all
deserve the punishment which is death.
“The wages of sin is death.” (Rom
6:23) In law, it doesn’t matter how
good you have been or how long you
obeyed the law before you disobeyed
the law. If you only break the law once,
you still deserve punishment for that
disobedience.
What Jesus did was take the
punishment for us so we wouldn’t have to
receive it. Paul wrote, “While we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8)
Who really killed Jesus?
Some people say the Romans killed
Jesus because they crucified him. Others
say the Jews killed him because they
handed him over to Pilate and even cried
for him to be crucified. But no one can
point a finger at any single person or
group and claim they killed Jesus. It was
for the sin of every person that Jesus died.
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) So,
effectively, every person is responsible for
killing Jesus because it was for every
person’s sin that Jesus died.
Did God the Father play
a part in Jesus’ death?
Ultimately, it is God the Father who is
responsible for Jesus’ death. Acts 2:23
clearly says that Jesus was “handed over
to you by God’s set purpose and
foreknowledge.”
It was God’s plan,
because Adam and Eve disobeyed, to send
Jesus to pay the penalty of death so people
could be restored to a right relationship
with him. Jesus did not die by mistake.

Although our sin made his death
necessary, it was God’s will – his desire
to have people restored to him – that
caused it to happen.
Why was Jesus’ death different
from all other deaths?
Jesus’ death was different because
his life was different. Paul explains that
God the Father “made him who had no
sin to be sin for us.” (2 Cor 5:21) Since
Jesus never sinned he didn’t have to die.
But he chose to die, to accept the
penalty for sin.
Jesus said that he was the good
shepherd and that the good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep (meaning
humans). (John 10:11) Jesus also said, “I
lay down my life only to take it up again.
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down
of my own accord.” (John 10:17-18) He
died as a substitute for us, and since it was
his choice, he is responsible for his own
death.
What is the relationship between
Jesus’ death and resurrection?
When he said that he was laying down
his own life – that no one was taking it
from him – Jesus also said that he had
authority to take it up again (meaning
resurrection). (John 10:17-18) Jesus said,
“For as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the
Son of Man (himself) will be three days
and three nights in the heart of the earth.”
(Matt 12:40) Jesus also claimed to be the
only way to the Father (John 14:6) and
that he and the Father were one (John
10:30). So Jesus’ resurrection validates
his claims to be God and the only way to
have a right relationship with the Father.
What difference does Jesus’ death
and resurrection make to me?
Jesus said, “God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. … God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through
him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already
because he has not believed in the name

of God’s one and only Son.” (John 3:16,
18)
Paul describes those who have
accepted Jesus’ death as payment for
their sin as having “been justified by his
blood,” and says that they will be “saved
from the wrath of God through him.”
(Rom 5:9) Being “justified” means more
than just being forgiven of sin. It also
means being given credit for the perfect
life that Jesus lived. Since only a perfect
life can provide entrance into a perfect
world with a perfect God, it is only
through Jesus’ death that we can have the
perfect life of Jesus that we need for
entry.
If I believe Jesus is God and accept
his death as payment of the penalty for
my sin, then I have the right to spend
eternity in heaven with him. But if I
reject that he is God or refuse to accept
his death as payment of the penalty for
my sin, then I will have to pay that
penalty by spending eternity separated
from God, who is the definition of love.
The choice of which will be my future is
totally in my control. Therefore I am the
master of my own fate.
The Bottom Line
A real follower of Jesus …
… believes in the existence of God and
that God desires a relationship with
people. (Heb 11:6)
… realizes his sin has separated him
from God. We have offended him and
broken our relationship with him. We
can never make ourselves good enough
to approach him on our own. (Rom 3:23;
6:23)

… believes Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection is the only provision for his
sin. (Rom 5:8; John 14:6)
… repents (renounces, turns and leaves
one’s old ways) and yields his life to
Jesus as Master. (Rom 10:9-10)
… receives God’s Spirit within his body
and is empowered to live a life of
obedience to God’s word and show
God’s love to others. (Rom 8:9; Eph 1:1314; 1 John 2:4-6)
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In the early Church, when one
Christian would greet another,
often he would say: “He is risen.”
And the other would respond,
“He is risen, indeed!”
The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is the greatest fact in
human history. Yet throughout
the centuries to our present time,
skeptics have argued against the
historical reliability of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Dr. Sam Lamerson of Knox
Theological Seminary says this:
“There are so many pieces of
evidence for the truth of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ that if
we reject the truth of the
resurrection, I believe, we must
then become total historical
agnostics and reject virtually
everything that we know about
ancient history.” According to
Lamerson, “There is no ancient
historical event that is more
certainly testified to both by
number of witnesses and by
evidence than the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.”
Let’s consider some of the
evidence for the resurrection of
Christ. We begin with the empty
tomb. “Now, we often overlook
the empty tomb,” says Dr. Paul
Maier, professor of ancient
history at Western Michigan
University. “But I think the empty
tomb is very important, because
that is something that an ancient
historian can get at.”
According
to
Liberty
University professor Dr. Gary
Habermas, “The fact that women
reported the empty tomb is the
best reason to believe it, ‘cause
it’s not a scenario anybody would
make up.” The empty tomb was a
fact of history.

Another piece of evidence for
the bodily resurrection of Jesus
deals with the first eye-witnesses
and the first to testify they had
seen him risen from the dead.
René López, author of the book
The
Jesus
Family
Tomb
Examined: Did Jesus Rise
Physically?, observes, “If the
resurrection was to be a hoax, you
would never use women to
validate something like the
resurrection, if you wanted to lie
about it, because in the first
century, according to the rabbinic
writings, a woman’s testimony
was as valid as a thief’s.”

Furthermore, the apostle Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians 15 that
Jesus appeared to 500 people at
one time after his resurrection.
Many of these were still alive at
the time Paul wrote that. He
basically encourages his readers
to go talk with them.
Another reason Christians
believe Jesus rose from the dead
is that the whole Christian
movement began in Jerusalem.
Dr. Maier points out: “Where did
Christianity first begin in terms of
the organized proclamation that
Jesus rose from the dead? Only
one place on earth – Jerusalem.
There, least of all, could
Christianity ever have gotten
started if the moldering body of
Jesus of Nazareth were available

any time after Sunday morning.
That would have been a wooden
stake through the heart of
Christianity. There wouldn’t have
been a Christian church ever
organized.”
Perhaps the most compelling
evidence for the resurrection of
Jesus is the change in the
disciples. René points out: “In the
gospels, you have the disciples
running scared. They were all
hiding, and overnight you have
them then making a radical
turnaround and then going before
the authorities and proclaiming
the very resurrection of Jesus
Christ.”
And they were not just
changed, but willing to die for
what they believed. Dr. Lamerson
points out: “According to early
church history, those 12 disciples
all met horrible deaths, except for
John. Judas, of course, went out
and committed suicide. But of the
remaining 11, every one of them,
except for John, met a martyr’s
death. That is, they were killed
because they continued to preach
the
Resurrection
of
Jesus
Christ....They died because they
knew that Jesus really had risen
from the dead in history.”
Finally, René López observes
that Christianity itself would have
died, along with its Founder, if it
all
ended
at
the
cross:
“Christianity would have died if
Christ had not risen from the
dead. There’s no possible way to
explain the growth of the
church....That, in itself, must be
answered by the critics today.”
He is risen.
He is risen, indeed!
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Spotlight
on
Missions

Pantry “Pleas”
And
Thank You
Thank you for your
response to our pleas for
March. We hope you will
help us with some of the
following items for April.
1. Microwave Popcorn
2. Plastic Utensils

Dear Friends,
What a month we have had!!!

3. Kleenex

As April arrives, our world has changed. No one is
untouched by current events.
If you have claimed
redemption through Jesus’ plan, He lives in you. There is no
condemnation of sin anymore for you.
Take a deep breath. Praise the Lord for His love. Be
thankful. Read His Word. Claim His promises. Talk with
Him. There is no permanence in this world. Look for the
place God has planned for us. Maintain stability.
At Roanoke Church we follow the guidelines of our
country during this testing time. Money still goes to
missionary efforts. Prayer is important. Visiting is not.
Let’s do kindness to hurting people. Our testimony is
needed. Speak of Jesus to our own families and everyone
we meet. Join us in prayer for compassion and for everyone
to trust Jesus’ death for forgiveness of sin.
God has a plan. He is in control. Be alert and ready to
join Him as He calls you.

May the love of Jesus draw you and lead you.

Alice Claire Butler

JOIN US
Meeting: Apr 19th
(if we are able to meet)
Carry-in lunch: Noon
Mission Study: 1 p.m.
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April Cupcakes

April Birthdays
Apr 5
Apr 6
Apr 7
Apr 27

Charles Mace
Sam Jones
Clara Dawley
Russell Darrow

Our Winter Reading Club has come to an end. It was enjoyed by
everyone who participated. When the stay-at-home order was given,
some people had books checked out so I hope they have taken the time
to finish their book and even been able to find some online resources
to read and broaden their knowledge.
Our Summer Reading Club won’t begin until June 7 but we hope
you won’t wait until then to read some of the excellent books available
on the library shelves. There are plenty of good books to read so you
don’t have to worry about not finding enough to read now and
throughout the summer.
Here are a few for you to consider.

The Rapture
By David Jeremiah
Escape the Coming Night
By David Jeremiah
The First Easter
By Peter Marshall
Answers to Questions About Spiritual Warfare
By David Jeremiah
Sam and Clara

The Case for Easter
By Lee Strobel
Jesus Revelation
By Greg Laurie
Answers to Questions About Heaven
By David Jeremiah
Prophecy In The New Millennium
By John F. Walvoord
Eternity In Their Hearts
By Don Richardson
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Pray For Our Missionaries
Please join us in praying for
these individuals who have
accepted Jesus’ Lordship and
are serving him in mission
work.
Apr 1 – 8
Jill Thompson
Birthday: Apr 4
Jill has seen God do a lot of
things during her years in Rio
de Janeiro with her husband,
Rick. “I have seen God change
lives of both Brazilians and
Americans,”
she
says.
“Americans have come to
Brazil who have never shared
their faith before and have had
the opportunity to lead someone
to Christ. God has sued these
experiences to change lives and
hearts.”
Some of those
volunteers now serve as
missionaries in other places
around the world, and other
have become bold witnesses
back in their communities.
Brazilians have found that
courage too. And she’s seen
God go ahead of her and her
husband as they went to a share
the gospel in a community
where there was no Baptist
church. They found people had
been praying that God would
lead someone to plant a church
in their community. Believers
were encouraged to form Bible
study groups.
Pray God will form a healthy
church from the groups.
Apr 9 – 15
Jason Little
Birthday: Apr 11

Jason and his family moved
to Westminster, CO, to plant
Elevate Church which plans to
launch in 2020 at a middle
school where they also plan to
mentor students and have
opportunities to connect with
members of the community.
Jason says recreation is a
stronghold they battle against in
their city just outside of Denver.
Since many families spend their
weekends hiking, skiing, or
exploring nearby mountains, it
presents a hindrance to weekend
and regular church community
gatherings.
Pray for development of the
Elevate Church launch team and
that Jason and his family can
maintain
balance
between
ministry and family.

professed faith in Christ, the
man wouldn’t budge. Finally
he invited Johnny into his home
to start a new church in that
area.
The man attended
occasionally and was never
antagonistic toward the gospel
but was never ready to place his
faith in Christ. A volunteer
team brought the man an audio
Bible in his language and he
began to listen. Then one day
Johnny got a text from the
man’s wife that he was ready to
follow Christ. That day he
repented of his sin, asking
God’s forgiveness, and was
baptized the following Sunday.
Pray for the man and others
like him, Johnny is discipling to
become disciplers.
Apr 23 – 30

Apr 16 - 22
Johnny Maust
Birthday: Apr 18
Johnny and his wife, Donna,
serve in Ecuador working to
reach the Afro-Ecuadorian
people group.
Johnny had
prayed for a fisherman in the
next town up from them for
several years. Although his
wife and two of his children

Jose Concepcion
Birthday: Apr 26
Jose and his family live in
Broward County, FL, where
they seek to minister to
Hispanic immigrants who have
come to the United States for
economic opportunities. “Many
of the people we encounter are
solely focused on physical and
economic wealth and success,
and not the things of the Lord,”
Jose says. “The most rewarding
part about my work is seeing
people be transformed by the
Word of God … people who
have been in deplorable
situations
and
have
backgrounds tainted by sin but
who have been transformed by
the Lord and are serving him.”
Pray Jose and the church will
reach more people with the
gospel.
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Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection Apr 12th

