
 

 

     Passover is a Feast Day 

celebrated by Jewish people.  

Why should a Christian be 

concerned about a Jewish Feast 

Day?  The short answer is 

because Jesus was concerned 

about it.  He told his disciples in 

Luke 22:15, “I have eagerly 

desired to eat this Passover with 

you before I suffer.” 

     So what was this Passover 

Feast that Jesus wanted to eat 

with his disciples before he died?  

It was established by God in 

Exodus 12.  It is a time for the 

Jewish people to remember how 

God freed their ancestors from 

bondage in Egypt. 

    Long before Jacob took his 

family to Egypt to avoid a 

famine, God had promised 

Abraham that he would bring his 

descendants out of bondage with 

great possessions (Genesis 15:13-

16).  After he moved to Egypt, 

Pharaoh showed Jacob and his 

family favor because of what 

Jacob’s son, Joseph, had done for 

him by giving them the land of 

Goshen in which to live.  Jacob’s 

descendants multiplied over the 

years until a new Pharaoh took 

the throne who didn’t know 

Joseph.  He became worried that 

the Hebrew people had grown so 

large that they were a threat to 

the safety of his throne.  So he 

made slaves of them and 

oppressed them and even 

attempted to slaughter all the 

male children.  But God protected 

some male children, including 

Moses (Exodus 1:8-22). 

     When Moses was 80 years old 

God called to him out of a bush 

that appeared to burn and told 

him that he was to lead the 

Hebrew people out of bondage in 

Egypt (Exodus 3).  Through nine 

plagues 

Pharaoh was 

not willing to 

let the people 

go.  For a 

tenth plague, 

God visited 

the land of 

Egypt with an 

angel of death 

to kill all the 

first born of humans and animals.  

But God told the Hebrew people 

that he would protect them from 

the death angel by passing over 

their home if they killed an 

unblemished lamb, smeared its 

blood on the sides and top of 

their doors, and ate the roasted 

lamb with bitter herbs and 

unleavened bread while they 

waited expecting to depart the 

next morning (Exodus 7 – 12). 

     Jesus wanted to eat the 

Passover meal with his disciples 

because the next day he was 

going to die on a cross like an 

unblemished lamb led to be 

slaughtered.  Jesus’ cousin, John 

the Baptist, had recognized Jesus 

as “the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world” at the 

beginning of Jesus’ ministry 

(John 1:29).  Jesus gave his blood 

like the Passover lamb so that 

everyone who accepts him can be 

freed from their bondage to a life 

of sin (disobeying God) 

and an eternity of 

separation from the love 

of God.  That is what 

every person inherits from 

Adam because of his 

disobedience of God in the 

Garden of Eden. 

     That’s why a Christian 

should be concerned about 

Passover.  Join us April 

21st at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate 

Jesus, the Passover lamb who 

rose from the grave on the third 

day. 
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The History  of Easter 

     The history of Easter, a 

holiday associated with the 

observance of the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, is actually based on 

an ancient pagan celebration. 

Christians recognize this day as 

commemorating the culminating 

event of their faith, but like       

so many other “Christian” 

holidays, Easter has become 

commercialized and mixed with 

non-Christian traditions like the 

Easter Bunny, Easter parades and 

hunting for Easter eggs. How did 

this happen?  

Easter’s Pagan Roots 

     The origin of Easter dates 

back to ancient times, not long 

after the global flood recorded in 

Genesis 6-9 of the Bible. 

Nimrod, a grandson of Noah, had 

turned from following his 

grandfather’s God and had 

become a tyrannical ruler. 

According to the biblical record, 

as king, Nimrod created Babel, 

Ninevah, Asshur, Calla and other 

cities, all known for lifestyles 

that promoted unspeakable evil 

and perversion. When Nimrod 

died, his wife, Queen Semiramis, 

deified him as the Sun-god, or 

Life Giver. Later he would 

become known as Baal, and those 

who followed the religion 

Semiramis created in his name 

would be called Baal 

worshippers. They became 

associated with idolatry, demon 

worship, human sacrifice and 

other practices regarded as evil.  

 

     The origin of Easter involves 
the birth of Semiramis’ 

illegitimate son, Tammuz. 

Somehow, Semiramis convinced 

the people that Tammuz was 

actually Nimrod reborn. Since 

people had been looking for the 

promised savior since the 

beginning of mankind (see 

Genesis 3:15), they were 

persuaded by Semiramis to 

believe that Tammuz was that 

savior, even that he had been 

supernaturally conceived. Before 

long, in addition to worshipping 

Tammuz (or Nimrod reborn), the 

people also worshipped 

Semiramis herself as the goddess 

of fertility. In other cultures, she 

has been called Ishtar, Ashtur 

and yes, Easter. 

     The origin of Easter goes back 

to the springtime ritual instituted 

by Semiramis following the 

death of Tammuz, who, 

according to tradition, was killed 

by a wild boar. Legend has it that 

through the power of his 

mother’s tears, Tammuz was 

“resurrected” in the form of the 

new vegetation that appeared on 

the earth. 

     According to the Bible, it was 

in the city of Babel that the 

people created a tower in order to 

defy God. Up until that time, all 

the people on the earth spoke one 

language. The building of the 

tower led God, as recorded in 

Genesis 11:7, to confuse their 

tongues to keep them from being 

further unified in their false 

beliefs. As the people moved into 
other lands, many of them took 

their pagan practices with them. 

     Contemporary traditions such 

as the Easter Bunny and the Easter 

egg can also be traced back to the 

practices established by Semiramis. 

Because of their prolific nature, 

rabbits have long been associated 

with fertility and its goddess, 

Ishtar. Ancient Babylonians 

believed in a fable about an egg 

that fell into the Euphrates River 

from heaven and from which 

Queen Astarte (another name for 

Ishtar or Semiramis) was 

“hatched.”  

Origin of Easter Celebration by 

Christians 

     For Christians, the celebration 

of Easter is a recognition of the 

crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus (Hebrew: Yeshua) about 

2,000 years ago. Jesus, the true 

Messiah (Greek: Christ) promised 

in the Old Testament, was crucified 

and resurrected at the time of the 

Jewish Passover which happens to 

occur in the Spring. Since that 

awesome event took place, those 

who believe Jesus is their Messiah 

have honored that day and often 

celebrated it with the traditional 

Passover. As the Gospel of Christ 

spread throughout non-Jewish 

nations and people who did not 

have a history of celebrating the 

Passover, the pagan rites of Easter 

gradually became assimilated     

into what the Christian church 

called “Resurrection Day.”  

Compromising the commandments 

of God with the comfort of the 

world is as old as the nation of 

Israel itself. American history 

teaches us that Easter was 

dismissed as a pagan holiday by the 
nation’s founding Puritans and did 

not begin to be widely observed 

until just after the Civil War. 
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     If you read the 10 essential 

passages for the month of 

March, you saw God’s love in 

action as he protected and 
blessed Joseph after his brothers 

sold him into slavery in Egypt.    

God blessed Joseph’s work for 

Potiphar so that his master’s 

wealth increased.  He protected 

Joseph again as Potiphar’s wife 

falsely accused him of rape.  

God again protected Joseph 
when Potiphar responded to his 

wife’s accusations by having 

Joseph put into the prison where 

Potiphar was in charge.  Again, 

God blessed Joseph’s work and 

he was put in charge of 

everything in the prison.  God 

enabled Joseph to interpret the 
meaning of two prisoners’ 

dreams and this eventually 

brought him to the attention of 

Pharaoh.  God allowed Joseph to 

interpret the meaning of 

Pharaoh’s dream and as a result 

Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of 
all Egypt, second only to 

himself.  When famine struck, 

Joseph had prepared the country 

so that people could survive.  

Because of this, he was able to 

help his father and brothers 

survive the famine and even 

brought them to live with him.  
God showed his love for the 

Hebrew and Egyptian people 

through the life of Joseph. 

 

     Sixty-five years after the 

death of Joseph we find the 

Hebrew people in slavery to the 
Egyptians because a Pharaoh 

came to power that did not know 

Joseph or how important a 

Hebrew had been to the 

continued existence of Egypt.  

God again shows his love for the 

Hebrew people through the birth 
and life of Moses.  Although 

Moses should have been killed 

at birth because of Pharaoh’s 

orders, he was hidden and 

eventually found by Pharaoh’s 

daughter who then raised him as 

her son and the next Pharaoh.  

By age 40, Moses was a general 
in charge of the Egyptian army, 

had led them to defeat the 

Ethiopians, and married the 

daughter of the Ethiopian king.  

When Moses sees an Egyptian 

beating a Hebrew, he kills the 

Egyptian and buries his body in 

the sand.  After Pharaoh hears of 
this and wants to kill him, 

Moses flees into the Sinai desert. 

 

 

     During the next 40 years, 

Moses marries the daughter of a 
priest of Midian, has two sons 

by her, and cares for sheep and 

goats.  Then God calls him to 

return to Egypt and speak to 

Pharaoh so that the Hebrew 

people will be set free.  

Although Moses doesn’t want to 
obey, he finally does and 

through plagues that God sends 

upon the Egyptian land and 

people, he secures the release of 

the Hebrew people.  God again 

shows his love by enabling the 

people to escape from Pharaoh 
by parting the Red Sea so they 

can pass through it. 

 

     We continue to see that this is 

an amazing love story where 

God shows his great love for 

mankind.  Here are the next ten 

passages for you to read during 
the month of April.  As you 

read, look for ways that God 

shows his love. 

 

Section 5:  The Law and the 

        Land 

 

1.  The Ten Commandments,  
     Exodus 19:1 – 20:21 

2.  The Golden Calf, 

     Exodus 32:1 – 34:35 

3.  Joshua Succeeds Moses, 

     Joshua 1:1 - 18 

4.  Crossing the Jordan, 

     Joshua 3:1 – 4:24 
5.  The Fall of Jericho,   

     Joshua 5:13 – 6:27 

 

Section 6:  The Judges 

 

1.  Israel’s Disobedience, 

     Judges 2:6 – 3:6 

2.  Deborah Leads Israel, 
     Judges 4:1 – 5:31 

3.  Gideon Defeats the 

     Midianites, 

     Judges 6:1 – 7:25 

4.  Samson Defeats the 

     Philistines, 

     Judges 13:1 – 16:31 
5.  The Story of Ruth, 

     Ruth 1:1 – 4:22 

The Essential 100 
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     “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in 

me will live even if he dies, and whoever lives and believes 

in me will never die.”    John 11:25-26 

 

     Resurrection – a beautiful word.  As Easter approaches 

consider its meaning and take its message into your heart. 

 

     Springtime always cheers us.  We see new life coming in 

trees and gardens.  On farms little lambs and other new 

animals are born. 

 

     We rejoice in the newness of life that we have if we know 

Jesus. 

 

     Roanoke church wants to help you know Jesus better.  

For that reason we send people our Link.  We plan for Bible 

teaching in our services.  We support ministries which carry 

out God’s plan.  This month we are focusing our prayers for 

the work of North American missionaries. 

 

     Look this month for ways to glorify God.  Doing this will 

enrich your life. 

  

Easter Blessings to you, 

Alice Claire Butler 

Pantry “Pleas”  
 

And 
 

Thank You 
 

Thank you for your 

response to our pleas for 

March.  We hope you will 

help us with some of the 

following items for April. 

 
1. Bottled Vegetable Oil 

 

2. Ketchup 

 

3. Bottled Juice 

 

4. Canned Vegetables 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US 
 

Meeting:  Apr 14th  

 

Carry-in lunch:  Noon 

 

Mission Study:  1 p.m. 

Spotlight 

on 

Missions 

Spotlight 

on 

Missions 
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     Our Winter Reading Club has ended and people had 

fun reading the many books they checked out of the 

library.  Our Summer Reading Club won’t begin until 

June but while you wait for it, here are some good books 

about Easter and about Jesus that you might like to read.    
 

 

The First Easter 
By Peter Marshall 

 
The Case for Easter 

By Lee Strobel 

 
What Jesus Says about Earth’s Final Days 

By Mark Hitchcock 

 
All For Jesus 

By Franklin Graham 

 
The Jesus I Never Knew 

By Phillip Yancey 

 
Jesus: When God Became a Man 

and Jesus, Our Lord 

By Charles Swindoll 

 
Dinner With A Perfect Stranger 

By David Gregory 

 
Jesus Did It Anyway 

By Kent Keith 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                 
                 Cupcakes 
              
 

 
            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

            

              Clara and Sam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           April  Birthdays 

 

Apr 5              Charlie Mace 

Apr 6              Sam Jones 

Apr 7    Clara Dawley 

Apr 27  Russell Darrow 

 Business 

Meeting 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Apr  19th 

11:00 a.m.  
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     Please join us in praying for 

these individuals who have 

accepted Jesus’ Lordship and are 

serving him in mission work. 

 

Apr  1 – 8 

 

Joshua Jennings 

Birthday:  Apr 6 

 

     Joshua serves as a church 

planter with the North American 

Mission Board and leads Aletheia 

Church in Sedona, AZ.  The city 

attracts tourists from around the 

world, many of whom say they 

are on a spiritual journey.  “Those 

who have already adopted some 

New Age philosophy into their 

worldview find it difficult to 

focus solely on Christ rather than 

self and pluralistic ideas,” says 

Josh.  In addition to New Age 

another hindrance is the affluent 

culture of the city where many 

have served as CEO’s, presidents, 

and generals and have become 

self-reliant over the years. 

     Pray that Aletheia Church will 

continue to follow the Holy 

Spirit’s guidance for how to reach 

those people resistant to believing 

and following Jesus. 

 

Apr  9 – 15    

 

Sally Pepper 

Birthday:  Apr 11 

 

    About 300 babies are born each 

month at Kigoma Baptist Hospital 

in Tanzania.  Sally and a group of 

nationals visit the new moms and 

offer counseling and education to 

nursing mothers.  They also share 

Bible stories and pray with them.  

Sally’s husband, Larry, is a 

physician at the hospital and they 

work with an American 

neurologist to provide diagnosis 

and treatment to epilepsy patients 

whom the Tanzanians have 

considered to “be filled with evil 

spirits.”  The work can be slow, 

but the Peppers are seeing God 

move and they were able to start 

the first church in a completely 

Muslim village.  Although there 

was a lot of persecution early on, 

one of the harshest men has 

warmed up to them because his 

nephew is one of their epilepsy 

patients and his seizures are now 

controlled. 

     Pray for many more 

Tanzanians to become believers.  

Pray for continued health and 

strength for Sally and Larry. 

 

Apr 9 – 22  

 

Tedrick Woods 

Birthday:  Apr 19 

 

     Tedrick is a bivocational 

church planter in the Dallas, TX 

area where he serves as senior 

pastor of Living Word Fellowship 

Church.  He says “The church is 

vibrant with faithful, loving 

people who love the Lord and the 

opportunity to impact their 

community.”   The church is 

relatively new and is still growing 

in size and development.  

“Numbers isn’t the reason for 

ministry though,” he says.  “It’s 

about developing and discipling 

believers in their spiritual 

journey.”  “I’m not a long-winded 

preacher,” he says.  “It’s my 

desire to faithfully explain God’s 

Word so believers can grow in 

their spiritual fellowship with 

God in Christ Jesus.”  He 

explains, “I like to say, 

‘Resurrection is a lifestyle.’  

Anything that is dead, God can 

restore and give life.” 

     Pray for Tedrick’s faith in God 

to ever increase and for fortitude 

to face whatever comes. 

 

Apr  23 – 30 

 

Jim Wells 

Birthday:  Apr 27 

 

     How are people engaged 

without a common language?  Jim 

and the Engage Mexico team seek 

to reach more than 30 people 

groups with the gospel, but 

language is a major challenge.  

Jim explains, “Our region has 

over 17 different government 

languages with numerous dialects 

among each language.”  Very few 

people groups have a church in 

their native language, but Jim sees 

God at work despite the 

challenge.  Jim and his wife, 

Mandy, have served three years in 

this region.  Locally, Mandy 

teaches women the Bible, and 

their family meets with families 

for Bible study.  Jim and Mandy 

see an interest in learning God’s 

Word, but no one in the area is a 

believer. 

     Pray for new believers to arise 

from their Bible study with local 

families and training for church 

planters. 

Pray For Our Missionaries 
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Public Service Announcement 
 

If you are having chest pains, numbness in your arms, pains in other 

parts of your body, blurred vision, or headaches, GO – SEE YOUR 

DOCTOR, before it’s too late.  You may have a serious condition 

that could cause your death. 

 

And BE SURE you have things right with God by trusting Jesus for 

a right relationship with God.  If you need help with doing that, call: 
 

1-888-JESUS2019    


